
bed in summer poem by robert louis
stevenson
bed in summer poem by robert louis stevenson is a charming and insightful piece of children's
poetry that captures the unique challenges and experiences of bedtime during the bright summer
months. This poem, written by the renowned Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson, explores the
contrast between the natural environment’s extended daylight and a child’s bedtime routine. The
poem is celebrated for its simplicity, rhythmic flow, and vivid imagery, making it a favorite in
children’s literature and educational settings. In this article, we will delve into the background and
context of the poem, analyze its themes and literary devices, explore its relevance in modern times,
and provide ways it can be used in educational curricula. Throughout, the focus remains on the bed in
summer poem by Robert Louis Stevenson, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of its significance
and enduring appeal.
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Background and Author of the Poem
The bed in summer poem by Robert Louis Stevenson was written during the late 19th century, a
period marked by Stevenson’s prolific output of poetry and prose aimed at children and young
readers. Stevenson, born in 1850 in Scotland, is best known for his adventure novels such as
"Treasure Island" and "Kidnapped," but his poetry holds a special place in children’s literature for its
accessibility and gentle humor. This particular poem reflects Stevenson’s ability to observe everyday
experiences through the eyes of a child.

Robert Louis Stevenson’s Literary Contributions
Robert Louis Stevenson was not only a novelist but also a poet whose works often explored themes of
childhood, nature, and imagination. His poems frequently appear in anthologies of children’s literature
because of their simplicity and emotional resonance. The bed in summer poem exemplifies his skill in
addressing relatable childhood concerns, making it timeless and widely appreciated.



Historical Context of the Poem
During the Victorian era, when Stevenson wrote this poem, children’s routines were more rigid, and
bedtime was an important aspect of daily life. The poem’s context reflects a time before artificial
lighting was widespread, so the long daylight hours of summer created a natural conflict with societal
expectations for children’s sleep schedules. This historical background enriches the understanding of
the poem’s theme.

Summary and Analysis of the Poem
The bed in summer poem by Robert Louis Stevenson narrates a child’s feelings about going to bed
while it is still light outside. The child expresses frustration and bewilderment about the early bedtime
despite the sun’s brightness. The poem’s tone is lighthearted and playful, capturing the innocence
and perspective of childhood effectively.

Structure and Form
The poem is composed in short stanzas with a regular rhyme scheme and rhythm, which makes it
easy to read aloud and memorize. Its structure mimics the simplicity of a child’s thought process, with
repetitive phrases that emphasize the child’s confusion and protest against going to bed too early in
summer.

Key Lines and Their Meaning
Several lines stand out for their vivid imagery and emotional impact, such as the depiction of sunlight
pouring into the room and the child’s desire to stay awake. These lines highlight the tension between
natural light and imposed routines, making the poem relatable to children who experience similar
conflicts during summer months.

Themes and Literary Devices
The bed in summer poem by Robert Louis Stevenson employs various themes and literary techniques
that contribute to its depth and appeal. Understanding these elements offers insight into why the
poem remains relevant and beloved.

Primary Themes

Childhood Innocence: The poem captures the genuine emotions of a child, emphasizing
innocence and honesty.

Time and Routine: It explores how societal rules about bedtime can clash with natural
phenomena like daylight.



Nature’s Influence: The extended daylight of summer is a central motif, affecting human
behavior and perception.

Literary Devices Used
Stevenson’s use of literary devices enhances the poem’s effectiveness:

Imagery: Vivid descriptions of sunlight and bedroom surroundings create a sensory
experience.

Repetition: Repeated phrases underscore the child’s persistent feelings.

Personification: The sun and natural elements are given human-like qualities, intensifying the
poem’s emotional impact.

Rhyme and Rhythm: A consistent rhyme scheme and meter contribute to the poem’s
musicality and memorability.

Relevance and Impact on Children’s Literature
The bed in summer poem by Robert Louis Stevenson holds a significant place in children’s literature
due to its relatable subject matter and approachable style. Its continued inclusion in poetry collections
and educational materials speaks to its lasting influence.

Appeal to Young Readers
Children identify with the poem because it reflects their own experiences and emotions. The theme of
resisting bedtime when it’s still light outside is a universal childhood dilemma, making the poem
accessible and engaging for young audiences.

Influence on Subsequent Writers
The poem has inspired many poets and authors who write for children, encouraging them to explore
everyday experiences through simple yet evocative language. Its success demonstrates the power of
poetry in addressing childhood concerns with empathy and humor.

Educational Uses and Activities
The bed in summer poem by Robert Louis Stevenson is widely used in educational settings to teach
poetry appreciation, rhyme schemes, and thematic analysis. Its straightforward language and clear
imagery make it an excellent teaching tool.



Classroom Activities

Reading Aloud: Encourages fluency and expression while exploring the poem’s rhythm.

Memorization: Helps students internalize poetic structure and language.

Creative Writing: Inspires students to write their own poems about daily routines or seasonal
changes.

Discussion: Facilitates conversations about childhood experiences and the impact of nature on
human life.

Integration with Curriculum
The poem fits well within language arts curricula focused on poetry and literature for young readers. It
can also be integrated into lessons about seasons, nature, and the Victorian era, providing
interdisciplinary learning opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the poem 'Bed in Summer' by
Robert Louis Stevenson?
The main theme of 'Bed in Summer' is the contrast between the natural rhythms of the day and the
constraints imposed by daily routines, highlighting a child's frustration with having to go to bed early
during summer when it is still light outside.

Who is the speaker in 'Bed in Summer' by Robert Louis
Stevenson?
The speaker in 'Bed in Summer' is a child who expresses feelings of annoyance and confusion about
having to go to bed early despite the bright daylight of summer evenings.

How does Robert Louis Stevenson use imagery in 'Bed in
Summer'?
Stevenson uses vivid imagery of light and darkness to emphasize the child's perspective, contrasting
the bright summer evening with the enforced bedtime, which feels unnatural and unfair.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Bed in Summer'?
The poem features literary devices such as personification, where the sun is described as having a
personality, rhyme and rhythm to create a playful tone, and contrast between light and dark to



underscore the child's conflict.

Why is 'Bed in Summer' considered relatable for children?
'Bed in Summer' resonates with children because it captures a common experience: the frustration of
being told to go to bed early when it is still light outside, making the poem accessible and engaging
for young readers.

What is the mood of the poem 'Bed in Summer'?
The mood of the poem is a blend of playful frustration and innocence, reflecting the child's candid
feelings about bedtime rules during summer.

How does 'Bed in Summer' reflect Robert Louis Stevenson's
writing style?
'Bed in Summer' reflects Stevenson's clear, simple, and rhythmic writing style that appeals to
children, using everyday experiences and emotions to create engaging and memorable poetry.

Additional Resources
1. A Child’s Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson
This classic collection of poems captures the innocence and imagination of childhood. Many poems,
including "Bed in Summer," explore themes of nature, play, and daily life from a child's perspective.
Stevenson's lyrical and simple style makes it a timeless favorite for readers of all ages.

2. Poetry for Children: A Treasury of Classic and Contemporary Poems
This anthology brings together a wide range of poems that celebrate childhood experiences, seasons,
and daily routines. It includes works that evoke the feeling of summer days, bedtime rituals, and the
joys and challenges children face. This collection is perfect for young readers and educators looking to
explore poetry related to childhood and nature.

3. Summer Poems: A Seasonal Anthology
This book gathers poems that evoke the warmth, freedom, and vibrancy of summer. It features classic
and modern poets who describe the season’s sights, sounds, and sensations, often through the eyes
of children. The anthology provides a rich context to appreciate the themes found in "Bed in
Summer."

4. The Poetry of Childhood: A Collection of Poems Celebrating Kids and Growing Up
Focusing on the joys and trials of being a child, this book includes poems that reflect on daily routines,
family, and nature. It highlights the unique perspective children have on time and the world around
them, much like Stevenson's poem. The collection is ideal for readers interested in the emotional and
imaginative landscape of childhood.

5. Sleeping and Dreaming: Poems About Bedtime
This specialized anthology centers around bedtime, sleep, and dreams from a poetic viewpoint. It
explores the transition from day to night, the magic of falling asleep, and the imagination that
nighttime inspires. Readers who appreciate "Bed in Summer" will find this an engaging companion



volume.

6. Robert Louis Stevenson: Selected Poems
A curated selection of Stevenson's most beloved poems, this book offers insight into his poetic range
and themes. It includes "Bed in Summer" alongside other works that reflect his fascination with
childhood, nature, and the passage of time. This volume is essential for fans of Stevenson’s poetry.

7. Seasons of Childhood: Poems Celebrating the Year
This collection explores the changing seasons through the eyes of children, capturing the wonder and
challenges of each part of the year. Poems about summer, winter, spring, and fall highlight how
children experience time differently from adults. It complements the themes found in "Bed in
Summer" by emphasizing seasonal contrasts.

8. Morning to Night: Poems on the Cycle of a Day
This book features poems that depict the progression of a single day, from dawn to bedtime. It
touches on daily rituals, the passage of time, and the feelings associated with different times of day.
"Bed in Summer" fits well within this theme, illustrating the tension between natural cycles and
human schedules.

9. Imaginary Worlds: Poems for Young Readers
Focusing on imagination and the inner world of children, this anthology includes poems about fantasy,
dreams, and the blending of reality with creativity. It complements Stevenson's work by highlighting
how children perceive and interpret their environment, including the experience of summer evenings
and bedtime.
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