aw tozer pursuit of god

A.W. Tozer’s Pursuit of God remains a seminal work in the Christian
literature canon, inspiring countless believers to deepen their relationship
with God. Written during a time when the church was experiencing a revival of
interest in personal spirituality, Tozer’'s insights continue to resonate with
readers who seek a more profound understanding of their faith. This article
delves into the themes, significance, and impact of Tozer's work, exploring
how it encourages believers to embark on a transformative journey toward a
closer relationship with God.

Background of A.W. Tozer

Aiden Wilson Tozer, widely known as A.W. Tozer, was born on April 21, 1897,
in La Jose, Pennsylvania. He emerged as a prominent evangelical pastor,
author, and theologian during the mid-20th century. His pastoral experience,
particularly as the pastor of the Southside Alliance Church in Chicago,
shaped his theological perspectives and writings.

Tozer did not have formal theological training, but he was an avid reader and
a seeker of truth. His deep commitment to prayer and contemplation led him to
profound insights about the nature of God and the Christian experience. He
wrote over 40 books during his lifetime, with Pursuit of God being one of the
most influential.

The Essence of the Pursuit of God

Pursuit of God was originally published in 1948 and has since been reprinted
numerous times. This book is not merely an academic treatise; it is a
heartfelt manifesto calling Christians to pursue a deeper, more intimate
relationship with God. Tozer emphasizes that the quest for God should be a
priority for every believer, and he outlines practical steps to facilitate
this pursuit.

1. The Need for a Personal Relationship

Tozer argues that Christianity is not merely a set of doctrines or moral
codes but a personal relationship with God. He asserts that many believers
experience a superficial faith, lacking true intimacy with the Divine. This
relationship is built on:

- Desire: Tozer emphasizes that the first step in pursuing God is a genuine
desire for Him. This longing should surpass all other desires in life.



- Faith: Trusting in God’s character and promises lays the foundation for a
deeper relationship.

- Obedience: A willingness to follow God’s commandments and leading 1is
crucial for spiritual growth.

2. The Role of Prayer and Worship

Tozer highlights the importance of prayer and worship in the pursuit of God.
He views these practices as essential for cultivating a relationship with
God.

- Prayer: Tozer believes that prayer is an act of communion with God. He
encourages believers to approach prayer not as a ritual but as a conversation
with a loving Father. This involves:

- Listening as much as speaking.

- Being honest and vulnerable in one’s prayers.

- Worship: True worship is an expression of love and reverence for God. Tozer
argues that worship should be:

- Spirit-led, focusing on God’s majesty and holiness.

- An act of surrender, where believers offer their lives as a living
sacrifice.

The Pursuit of God: Key Themes

Pursuit of God is rich with themes that are both timeless and relevant to
contemporary readers. Below are some of the key themes explored in Tozer’s
work.

1. The Knowledge of the Holy

Tozer asserts that a proper understanding of God’s nature is vital for
pursuing Him. He stresses that:

- God’'s Attributes: Believers should seek to understand God’'s attributes,
such as His omniscience, omnipotence, and love. Tozer writes, "What comes
into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us."
- Reverence: Acknowledging God’s holiness fosters a sense of awe and
reverence, prompting believers to pursue a deeper relationship.

2. The Danger of Spiritual Mediocrity

Tozer warns against complacency in the Christian life. He believes that many



settle for a lackluster faith, prioritizing routine and tradition over
genuine spiritual growth. He encourages believers to:

- Strive for Depth: Tozer challenges readers to move beyond surface-level
Christianity and to seek depth in their relationship with God.

- Reject Distractions: In an age of distractions, Tozer calls for believers
to focus their hearts and minds on God, avoiding the noise of the world.

3. The Invitation to Intimacy

Central to Tozer’s message is the idea that God invites believers into a
relationship characterized by intimacy and love. He emphasizes:

- God’s Initiative: The pursuit of God is not solely a human endeavor; God
actively seeks a relationship with His creation.

- Response to the Invitation: Believers are called to respond to God’s
invitation by seeking Him earnestly and wholeheartedly.

The Impact of Tozer’s Work

Pursuit of God has had a profound impact on Christian thought and practice
since its publication. Many readers have reported transformative experiences
as they engaged with Tozer’'s teachings.

1. Influence on Contemporary Spirituality

Tozer’s insights have influenced contemporary Christian spirituality,
particularly in the areas of:

- Mystical Theology: His emphasis on personal experience and intimacy with
God resonates with various strands of mystical theology.

- Spiritual Formation: Many churches and organizations have incorporated
Tozer’s principles into their spiritual formation programs, encouraging
believers to pursue God actively.

2. Lasting Legacy

Tozer's works continue to be widely read and discussed in Christian circles.
His writing style, characterized by eloquent prose and profound theological
insights, appeals to a diverse audience.

- Books and Resources: Numerous study guides and resources have been
published to help readers engage with Pursuit of God more deeply.



- Seminars and Retreats: Many churches and Christian organizations host
retreats and seminars focusing on Tozer’s teachings, fostering community and
spiritual growth.

Conclusion

A.W. Tozer’s Pursuit of God serves as a timeless reminder of the importance
of seeking a deeper relationship with the Divine. Through his profound
insights on prayer, worship, and the nature of God, Tozer invites believers
to embark on a transformative journey. His work challenges Christians to move
beyond complacency and to pursue an intimate relationship with God, which is
the essence of the Christian faith. As readers continue to engage with
Tozer’s teachings, they are encouraged to cultivate a genuine desire for God,
leading to a richer and more fulfilling spiritual life. The pursuit of God is
not just a destination; it is a lifelong journey that promises to deepen our
understanding of God and transform our lives in profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was A.W. Tozer and what was his contribution to
Christian thought?

A.W. Tozer was a Christian pastor, author, and theologian known for his deep
spiritual insights and emphasis on the pursuit of a personal relationship
with God. His works, particularly 'The Pursuit of God', have had a lasting
impact on evangelical thought.

What are the main themes presented in 'The Pursuit
of God'?

The main themes of 'The Pursuit of God' include the necessity of a personal
relationship with God, the importance of faith and prayer, the desire for

spiritual intimacy, and the transformative power of a deep, abiding
connection with the divine.

How does A.W. Tozer define the 'pursuit of God'?

Tozer defines the 'pursuit of God' as an intentional and passionate quest for
a deeper relationship with God, where believers actively seek to know Him
better and experience His presence in their lives.

What is the significance of the opening chapter in



'The Pursuit of God'?

The opening chapter emphasizes the need for a personal encounter with God,
highlighting that many Christians live without a true understanding of God's
character and presence. This sets the stage for the journey of seeking a more
profound relationship with Him.

What practical steps does Tozer suggest for pursuing
God?

Tozer suggests several practical steps such as prayer, meditation on
Scripture, solitude, and the importance of worship, which can help believers

cultivate a deeper awareness of God's presence and pursue a more intimate
relationship with Him.

How has 'The Pursuit of God' influenced contemporary
Christian spirituality?

The book has influenced contemporary Christian spirituality by encouraging
believers to prioritize their personal relationship with God, leading to a

resurgence of interest in spiritual disciplines and a focus on experiential
faith.

What critiques or challenges have been raised
regarding Tozer's views in 'The Pursuit of God'?

Some critiques of Tozer's views include the perception that his emphasis on
personal experience may overshadow the importance of doctrinal teaching, and
that his mystical approach might lead to subjectivity in faith. However, many
find his insights to be a valuable call to deepen one's spiritual life.
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