authority of the believer kenneth hagin

Authority of the Believer Kenneth Hagin refers to the teachings and insights offered by Kenneth Hagin, a
prominent figure in the Charismatic movement and the father of the modern faith movement. His
emphasis on the believer's authority is a cornerstone of his theology and has significantly influenced
countless Christians around the world. In this article, we will explore the foundation of Hagin’s teachings,

the scriptural basis for the authority of the believer, and its implications for Christian living.

Understanding the Authority of the Believer

The concept of the authority of the believer is rooted in the belief that Christians have been granted
specific power and authority through their relationship with Jesus Christ. Kenneth Hagin’s teachings
articulate that when Jesus died and rose again, He triumphed over sin, sickness, and death, and as a result,
believers inherit this victory. Hagin's teachings emphasize that believers are not powerless; rather, they

possess authority that enables them to engage in spiritual warfare and claim victory over life's challenges.

The Foundation of Hagin’s Teachings

Kenneth Hagin's understanding of the authority of the believer can be traced back to several key scriptural

passages, particularly in the New Testament. Here are some of the foundational elements:

1. The Great Commission: In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus declares that all authority has been given to Him in
heaven and on earth. He then commissions His disciples to go forth and make disciples, highlighting that

believers are empowered to act in His name.

2. Luke 10:19: Jesus tells His followers, “Behold, I give you authority to trample on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” This verse serves as a

powerful affirmation of the believer's authority over demonic forces.

3. Ephesians 2:6: This passage states that believers are seated with Christ in heavenly places, which signifies
a position of authority. Hagin emphasizes that this heavenly position grants believers the right to exercise

authority over earthly circumstances.

4. Mark 16:17-18: Here, Jesus promises that signs will follow those who believe, which includes casting out
demons and healing the sick. Hagin taught that these signs are manifestations of the authority that believers

Ppossess.



The Role of Faith

Central to the authority of the believer is the role of faith. Hagin stressed that authority is accessed through
faith in God's Word. He taught that faith is not merely a belief system but an active force that enables
believers to exercise their God-given authority. This faith is grounded in understanding and applying

scripture in daily life.

Key Aspects of Faith in Exercising Authority

1. Confession: Hagin emphasized the importance of speaking God's Word. He believed that confession is a
powerful tool that aligns a believer's thoughts and actions with God’s truth. By declaring scripture,

believers can assert their authority over negative circumstances.

2. Meditation: Meditating on the Word of God helps believers internalize His promises, thus strengthening
their faith. Hagin encouraged believers to focus on God's Word to cultivate a deep-seated confidence in

their authority.

3. Action: Faith is demonstrated through action. Hagin taught that believers must act upon their faith by

stepping out in obedience to God’s Word, which confirms their authority in Christ.

Practical Implications of the Authority of the Believer

Understanding and exercising the authority of the believer has profound implications for Christian living.

Here are some practical applications:

Spiritual Warfare

Believers are equipped to engage in spiritual warfare against the forces of darkness. Hagin taught that
through prayer, declaration of God’s Word, and the use of the name of Jesus, believers can resist the devil

and his schemes.

- Strategies for Spiritual Warfare:
- Prayer: Regular, fervent prayer is essential.
- Scripture Declaration: Speaking specific verses related to authority and victory.

- Community Support: Engaging with fellow believers for strength and accountability.



Healing and Deliverance

Hagin’s teachings have also greatly influenced the faith movement regarding healing and deliverance. He
believed that sickness is a result of the fall and that believers can claim healing through their authority in

Christ.

- Steps to Claim Healing:
- Identify the Need: Acknowledge the sickness or issue.
- Confess God's Word: Speak healing scriptures such as Isaiah 53:5.

- Pray with Authority: Command healing in Jesus’ name.

Living a Victorious Life

The authority of the believer empowers Christians to live victoriously despite life's challenges. Hagin’s

teachings encourage believers to see themselves as overcomers rather than victims of circumstance.

- Key Practices for Victorious Living:
- Positive Confession: Speak positively about one’s situation based on God’s promises.
- Focus on the Promise: Keep one’s mind set on what God has promised rather than on difficulties.

- Surrounding Oneself with Faith: Engage with uplifting and faith-filled community.

Critiques and Considerations

While Kenneth Hagin’s teachings on the authority of the believer have inspired many, they have also
drawn criticism. Some detractors argue that his emphasis on personal authority may lead to an

overemphasis on human agency, potentially downplaying God's sovereignty.

- Key Critiques:

- Balance of Authority and Submission: Critics argue that believers must balance exercising authority with
submission to God's will.

- Prosperity Gospel Concerns: Some associate Hagin's teachings with the prosperity gospel, raising questions

about the implications of faith for financial gain.

Despite these critiques, many continue to find empowerment in Hagin’s teachings, believing that

understanding their authority in Christ is crucial for effective Christian living.



Conclusion

The authority of the believer, as articulated by Kenneth Hagin, offers a transformative perspective for
Christians seeking to live in accordance with their faith. By understanding and applying the scriptural basis
for this authority, believers can engage in spiritual warfare, claim healing, and live victoriously in a world
that often challenges their faith. While it is essential to approach these teachings with discernment, the core
message remains: believers have been endowed with divine authority through their relationship with
Jesus Christ, enabling them to impact their lives and the lives of others significantly. As believers grow in
their understanding of this authority, they can navigate life's challenges with confidence, knowing that

they are equipped to fulfill their God-given destinies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Authority of the Believer' as taught by Kenneth Hagin?

The "Authority of the Believer' is a doctrine taught by Kenneth Hagin that emphasizes the power and
rights that believers in Christ have to exercise authority over spiritual forces, based on their identity in
Christ and the teachings of the Bible.

How did Kenneth Hagin come to develop the teachings on the Authority
of the Believer?

Kenneth Hagin developed his teachings on the Authority of the Believer through personal experiences of
healing and deliverance, combined with a deep study of Scripture, particularly focusing on the teachings of

Jesus and the apostles regarding faith and authority.

What are some key scriptures that Kenneth Hagin uses to support his
teachings on this topic?

Key scriptures often referenced by Kenneth Hagin include Luke 10:19, which speaks about the authority
given to believers, and Ephesians 1:19-23, which details the power exercised in Christ and the believer's

position in Him.

How does Kenneth Hagin's teaching on Authority of the Believer differ

from traditional views of prayer?

Hagin's teaching emphasizes that believers can exercise authority directly rather than just asking God to
intervene. He encourages believers to take command over situations through spoken words of faith,

reflecting a more proactive approach.



What impact did Kenneth Hagin's teachings on Authority of the Believer

have on the Charismatic movement?

Hagin's teachings significantly influenced the Charismatic movement by promoting a belief in the active
role of believers in spiritual warfare and healing, leading to a greater emphasis on faith declarations and the

power of spoken words in Christian practice.

Can you explain how the Authority of the Believer relates to spiritual
warfare?

The Authority of the Believer is foundational in spiritual warfare, as it empowers believers to confront and
overcome demonic forces, illness, and other challenges by exercising their God-given authority in Christ,

thereby asserting dominion over spiritual realms.

What practical steps does Kenneth Hagin suggest for believers to exercise
their authority?

Kenneth Hagin suggests that believers should affirm their identity in Christ, speak scriptures aloud, pray
with confidence, and act in faith to demonstrate their authority over obstacles and challenges they face in
life.

How has the Authority of the Believer teaching been received in
contemporary Christian communities?

The teaching has received mixed responses; many embrace it as a vital aspect of faith and empowerment,
while others criticize it as overly simplistic or as promoting a prosperity gospel mindset. Nonetheless, it

remains a core teaching in many Charismatic and Word of Faith circles.
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