
barbara jordan high school for careers
Barbara Jordan High School for Careers is an innovative educational institution located in
Houston, Texas, dedicated to empowering students through a specialized curriculum that prepares
them for successful careers and higher education. Named after the esteemed civil rights leader and
former U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, the school embraces her legacy by promoting values of
leadership, integrity, and community service among its students. This article explores the school's
history, academic programs, extracurricular activities, and the impact it has on the local community.

History and Background

Barbara Jordan High School for Careers was established with the mission of providing a rigorous and
relevant education that emphasizes career readiness and personal development. The school was
founded as part of the Houston Independent School District (HISD) initiative to create pathways for
students to enter the workforce with the necessary skills and knowledge.

Key milestones in the school's history include:

1. Opening Year: The school opened its doors in 2013, catering to students in grades 9 through 12.
2. Name Significance: The school was named in honor of Barbara Jordan, who was known for her
powerful oratory skills and her commitment to justice and equality.
3. Focus on Careers: From its inception, the school has emphasized vocational training and career-
oriented education, aiming to equip students with practical skills for the modern job market.

Academic Programs

At Barbara Jordan High School, the academic curriculum is designed to integrate traditional subjects
with hands-on learning experiences that prepare students for both college and careers. The school
offers various programs that cater to diverse interests and career paths.

Career and Technical Education (CTE)

One of the standout features of the school is its Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs.
These programs allow students to explore specific career fields while still fulfilling their high school
requirements. The CTE options available at Barbara Jordan include:

- Health Science: Students interested in healthcare careers can engage in courses that cover topics
such as medical terminology, anatomy, and patient care.
- Information Technology: This track prepares students for careers in IT through courses in computer
programming, networking, and cybersecurity.
- Business and Finance: Students learn about entrepreneurship, financial literacy, and business
management, laying the groundwork for future business careers.
- Culinary Arts: For those passionate about food and hospitality, this program offers practical skills in



cooking, food safety, and restaurant management.

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

Barbara Jordan also offers a selection of Advanced Placement (AP) courses that allow students to earn
college credit while still in high school. These courses challenge students intellectually and provide
them with a taste of college-level work. Some of the AP subjects available include:

- AP English Language and Composition
- AP Calculus
- AP Biology
- AP U.S. History

College Readiness Programs

In addition to CTE and AP courses, Barbara Jordan High School emphasizes college readiness through
various initiatives, including:

- SAT/ACT Preparation: Workshops and resources to help students prepare for standardized tests.
- College Counseling: Personalized guidance for students navigating the college application process.
- Dual Credit Courses: Opportunities to earn college credit while completing high school courses
through partnerships with local colleges.

Extracurricular Activities

Barbara Jordan High School recognizes the importance of a well-rounded education and encourages
students to participate in extracurricular activities. These activities not only help students develop
leadership and teamwork skills but also foster a sense of community within the school.

Clubs and Organizations

The school offers a variety of clubs and organizations catering to different interests, including:

- National Honor Society: A prestigious organization that recognizes academic achievement and
community service.
- Student Council: A platform for student leadership and advocacy, allowing students to voice their
opinions and organize events.
- Debate Club: An opportunity for students to develop critical thinking and public speaking skills
through structured debates.



Athletics

Athletics play a crucial role in promoting physical fitness and school spirit. Barbara Jordan High School
offers several sports teams, including:

- Football
- Basketball
- Track and Field
- Volleyball

Participation in athletics provides students with the chance to build camaraderie, learn about
competition, and develop discipline and perseverance.

Community Engagement

Barbara Jordan High School is deeply committed to community service and engagement. The school
encourages students to participate in activities that give back to the community and instill a sense of
responsibility and civic duty.

Service Projects

Students at Barbara Jordan often engage in various service projects, which may include:

- Volunteering at local shelters or food banks.
- Organizing community clean-up events.
- Participating in fundraising drives for local charities.

These projects not only benefit the community but also allow students to apply their skills in real-
world situations, reinforcing the values of empathy and service.

Partnerships with Local Businesses

To enhance career readiness, Barbara Jordan High School collaborates with local businesses and
organizations. These partnerships provide students with internship opportunities, mentoring
programs, and job-shadowing experiences, allowing them to gain valuable insights into their chosen
fields.

Impact on Students and the Community

The impact of Barbara Jordan High School for Careers extends far beyond its walls. The school plays a
crucial role in shaping the futures of its students and contributing to the growth of the local
community.



Student Success Stories

Many students who graduate from Barbara Jordan go on to achieve remarkable successes in their
careers and higher education. Alumni often credit the school for providing them with the skills,
confidence, and support needed to pursue their aspirations.

Some success stories include:

- Students who have been accepted into prestigious universities and colleges.
- Graduates who have landed jobs in their desired fields thanks to the school's robust career training
programs.
- Former students who have started their own businesses or pursued entrepreneurial ventures.

Community Development

The school's emphasis on career readiness and community engagement contributes to the overall
development of the local area. By equipping students with the skills needed for the workforce,
Barbara Jordan High School helps to foster economic growth and social responsibility within the
community.

Conclusion

Barbara Jordan High School for Careers stands out as a beacon of educational excellence in Houston,
Texas. Through its innovative academic programs, commitment to extracurricular activities, and
dedication to community service, the school embodies the spirit of Barbara Jordan. By preparing
students for successful careers and instilling values of leadership and service, the school continues to
shape the lives of young people and contribute positively to the community. As it moves forward,
Barbara Jordan High School will undoubtedly remain a vital component of the educational landscape,
inspiring future generations to achieve their dreams and make a difference in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs are offered at Barbara Jordan High School for
Careers?
Barbara Jordan High School for Careers offers a variety of career and technical education programs,
including healthcare, information technology, and business management.

How does Barbara Jordan High School prepare students for
the workforce?
The school provides hands-on training, internships, and industry certifications to equip students with
the skills needed for their future careers.



What is the enrollment process for Barbara Jordan High
School?
Students can enroll by completing an application through the district's school choice program, which
typically includes a review of academic records and a personal interview.

Are there any extracurricular activities at Barbara Jordan High
School?
Yes, the school offers various extracurricular activities, including clubs related to career interests,
sports teams, and community service opportunities.

What is the student-to-teacher ratio at Barbara Jordan High
School?
The student-to-teacher ratio at Barbara Jordan High School is typically around 15:1, allowing for more
personalized attention and support for each student.

Does Barbara Jordan High School offer dual credit courses?
Yes, Barbara Jordan High School offers dual credit courses that allow students to earn both high
school and college credit simultaneously.

What are the qualifications of the faculty at Barbara Jordan
High School?
The faculty at Barbara Jordan High School are highly qualified, with many holding advanced degrees
and extensive experience in their respective fields.

How does Barbara Jordan High School support students’
career goals?
The school provides career counseling, mentorship programs, and access to industry professionals to
help students define and pursue their career goals.

What role do community partnerships play at Barbara Jordan
High School?
Community partnerships enhance the educational experience by providing students with real-world
learning opportunities, internships, and resources from local businesses.

Is Barbara Jordan High School for Careers accessible to all
students?
Yes, Barbara Jordan High School is committed to accessibility and inclusivity, ensuring that all
students have the opportunity to thrive and succeed in their chosen career paths.
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