
basic guitar chords chart for beginners
Basic guitar chords chart for beginners is an essential tool for anyone looking to start their
musical journey with the guitar. Whether you’re playing for fun, aiming to perform, or aspiring to
write your own songs, understanding basic guitar chords is fundamental. This article will guide you
through the most important chords, how to read chord charts, practice tips, and additional resources
for your guitar learning journey.

Understanding Guitar Chords

Before diving into the specific chords, it’s crucial to understand what a guitar chord is. A chord is a
combination of three or more notes played simultaneously. The most basic guitar chords consist of
just three notes and are built from scales. Learning these chords allows you to play a wide variety of
songs.

Chord Structure

Chords are made up of root notes and intervals. The root note is the note that gives the chord its
name. The intervals are the distances between the notes. Here’s a breakdown of the most common
chord types:

- Major Chords: Bright and happy-sounding chords, made up of the root note, major third, and
perfect fifth.
- Minor Chords: Often sound sad or melancholic, constructed with the root note, minor third, and
perfect fifth.
- Seventh Chords: These add a seventh note to the major or minor chord, creating a more complex
sound.

Basic Guitar Chords Chart

Here is a basic guitar chords chart that every beginner should familiarize themselves with. These
chords are essential for playing countless songs.

Major Chords

1. C Major (C)
- Fingers: 1 on B string (1st fret), 2 on D string (2nd fret), 3 on A string (3rd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---0---
B|---1---



G|---0---
D|---2---
A|---3---
E|-------
```

2. G Major (G)
- Fingers: 2 on A string (2nd fret), 1 on E string (3rd fret), 3 on B string (3rd fret), 4 on E string (3rd
fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---3---
B|---3---
G|---0---
D|---0---
A|---2---
E|---3---
```

3. D Major (D)
- Fingers: 1 on G string (2nd fret), 2 on e string (2nd fret), 3 on B string (3rd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---2---
B|---3---
G|---2---
D|---0---
A|-------
E|-------
```

4. A Major (A)
- Fingers: 1 on D string (2nd fret), 2 on G string (2nd fret), 3 on B string (2nd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---0---
B|---2---
G|---2---
D|---2---
A|---0---
E|-------
```

Minor Chords

1. A Minor (Am)
- Fingers: 1 on B string (1st fret), 2 on D string (2nd fret), 3 on G string (2nd fret)
- Diagram:
```



E|---0---
B|---1---
G|---2---
D|---2---
A|---0---
E|-------
```

2. E Minor (Em)
- Fingers: 2 on A string (2nd fret), 3 on D string (2nd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---0---
B|---0---
G|---0---
D|---2---
A|---2---
E|---0---
```

3. D Minor (Dm)
- Fingers: 1 on e string (1st fret), 2 on G string (2nd fret), 3 on B string (3rd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---1---
B|---3---
G|---2---
D|---0---
A|-------
E|-------
```

Seventh Chords

1. G7 (G Seventh)
- Fingers: 1 on E string (1st fret), 2 on A string (2nd fret), 3 on B string (3rd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---1---
B|---0---
G|---0---
D|---0---
A|---2---
E|---3---
```

2. A7 (A Seventh)
- Fingers: 1 on B string (2nd fret)
- Diagram:



```
E|---0---
B|---2---
G|---0---
D|---2---
A|---0---
E|-------
```

3. D7 (D Seventh)
- Fingers: 1 on B string (1st fret), 2 on G string (2nd fret), 3 on e string (2nd fret)
- Diagram:
```
E|---2---
B|---1---
G|---2---
D|---0---
A|-------
E|-------
```

How to Read Chord Charts

Chord charts are visual representations of where to place your fingers on the guitar fretboard. Each
vertical line represents a string, while the horizontal lines represent the frets. Here’s how to
interpret a chord chart:

- Numbers: Indicate which fret to press down on.
- O: Means you play the string open (without pressing any frets).
- X: Means that string should not be played.
- Fingers: Some charts indicate which fingers to use (1 for index, 2 for middle, 3 for ring, 4 for
pinky).

Practice Tips for Beginners

Learning guitar chords can be challenging, but consistent practice will help you improve. Here are
some tips to get you started:

1. Daily Practice: Aim for at least 15-30 minutes of practice each day to build muscle memory.
2. Use a Metronome: Start slow and gradually increase your speed as you become more comfortable
with the chords.
3. Chord Transitions: Practice moving between chords smoothly. This is key for playing songs.
4. Strumming Patterns: Experiment with different strumming patterns to add variety to your playing.
5. Play Along with Songs: Find easy songs that use the basic chords you’re learning. This will make
practice more enjoyable.



Additional Resources

There are numerous resources available for beginners to enhance their guitar skills:

- Online Courses: Websites like Guitar Tricks, JustinGuitar, and Fender Play offer structured lessons.
- YouTube Tutorials: There are countless free tutorials for beginners that can help you visualize
chord shapes and transitions.
- Chord Books: Invest in a chord book or a beginner’s guitar method book that outlines chords and
exercises.
- Mobile Apps: Applications like Ultimate Guitar and Yousician can provide interactive ways to
practice chords.

Conclusion

In summary, mastering the basic guitar chords chart for beginners is a crucial step in your guitar
learning journey. By familiarizing yourself with major, minor, and seventh chords, along with
practicing regularly and using available resources, you will build a solid foundation for your musical
endeavors. Remember that patience and persistence are key; with time, you’ll be able to play your
favorite songs and maybe even create your own. Happy strumming!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most commonly used basic guitar chords for
beginners?
The most commonly used basic guitar chords for beginners are C, G, D, A, and E. These chords form
the foundation for many popular songs.

How do I read a basic guitar chords chart?
A basic guitar chords chart typically shows a diagram representing the guitar fretboard, with
vertical lines for strings and horizontal lines for frets. Dots indicate where to place your fingers.

Can I learn basic guitar chords without prior musical
knowledge?
Yes, you can learn basic guitar chords without prior musical knowledge. Many resources, including
online tutorials and chord charts, cater to absolute beginners.

What is the easiest way to practice basic guitar chords?
The easiest way to practice basic guitar chords is to start by strumming each chord slowly, ensuring
you achieve a clean sound before moving on. You can also practice transitioning between chords.



Are there any apps that can help with learning basic guitar
chords?
Yes, there are several apps like Yousician, Ultimate Guitar, and Fender Play that provide lessons,
chord charts, and interactive features to help you learn basic guitar chords.

How long does it take to learn basic guitar chords?
The time it takes to learn basic guitar chords varies by individual, but with consistent practice, many
beginners can play simple chords within a few weeks.

What songs can I play using basic guitar chords?
Many popular songs can be played using basic guitar chords, including 'Knockin' on Heaven's Door'
by Bob Dylan, 'Sweet Home Alabama' by Lynyrd Skynyrd, and 'Three Little Birds' by Bob Marley.
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