
attack on titan history

Attack on Titan history is a complex tapestry woven with themes of survival,
freedom, and the constant struggle against oppression. Created by Hajime
Isayama, this renowned manga and anime series has captivated audiences
worldwide since its debut in 2009. Its narrative, which unfolds in a world
besieged by towering humanoid creatures known as Titans, is a reflection of
deep philosophical questions and societal critiques. This article delves into
the intricate history of Attack on Titan, exploring its origins, plot
progression, character development, and the broader themes that resonate
throughout the series.

Origins of Attack on Titan

The inception of Attack on Titan can be traced back to Hajime Isayama's early
ideas and inspirations. Growing up in the rural town of Ōita Prefecture,
Japan, Isayama was influenced by various sources that shaped his storytelling
approach.

Inspiration and Development

1. Personal Experiences: Isayama's childhood experiences, including his
encounters with bullies and his fascination with horror, heavily influenced
the series' dark themes and the depiction of fear.
2. Historical Context: The series draws parallels to real historical events,
notably World War II, where themes of oppression and survival are prevalent.
The societal structures, militaristic governance, and the concept of walls
reflect the struggles faced during times of conflict.
3. Art Style: The unique art style of Attack on Titan, characterized by
detailed illustrations of Titans and dynamic action scenes, set it apart from
other manga. Isayama's early sketches laid the groundwork for the visual
storytelling that would follow.

Plot Overview

Attack on Titan is set in a world where humanity is on the brink of
extinction, confined within enormous walled cities to protect themselves from
the Titans. These monstrous beings, often towering over humans, exhibit a
relentless hunger for human flesh. The narrative follows the journey of
several key characters, primarily Eren Yeager, Mikasa Ackerman, and Armin
Arlert, as they navigate the treacherous landscape of their world.

Key Arcs in the Story

The series is divided into several arcs, each contributing to the overarching
narrative:

1. The Fall of Wall Maria: The story begins with the sudden appearance of the
Colossal Titan, which breaches Wall Maria, leading to chaos and devastation.



Eren Yeager witnesses the destruction of his hometown and vows to eradicate
the Titans.
2. The Female Titan Arc: The revelation of the Female Titan introduces new
complexities as Eren and his friends grapple with the idea that Titans may
possess human traits and motivations.
3. The Clash of the Titans: This arc further explores the conflict between
Eren and other Titan shifters, shedding light on the mysterious origins of
the Titans and their connection to humanity.
4. The Marley Arc: Transitioning to the Marleyan perspective, this arc
expands the world-building, introducing the concept of Eldians and their
oppression. It reveals the Titans as tools of war and raises questions about
morality and power.
5. The Rumbling Arc: The climax of the series, where Eren's drastic actions
lead to catastrophic consequences, forces characters and audiences to
confront the moral implications of freedom and sacrifice.

Character Development

Attack on Titan is renowned for its deep and complex characters, each with
their own motivations and arcs.

Main Characters

- Eren Yeager: The protagonist whose journey from a passionate youth to a
morally ambiguous leader is central to the narrative. His transformation
reflects the series' themes of freedom and the costs associated with it.
- Mikasa Ackerman: Eren's adoptive sister, whose fierce loyalty and combat
skills make her a key figure in the fight against the Titans. Mikasa's
character explores themes of love, identity, and the burden of choice.
- Armin Arlert: Initially portrayed as timid and introspective, Armin evolves
into a strategic leader whose intelligence and empathy guide the group's
decisions. His character emphasizes the importance of intellect over sheer
strength.
- Levi Ackerman: A skilled soldier with a tragic past, Levi embodies the
struggles of humanity against overwhelming odds. His stoic demeanor and
relentless pursuit of justice highlight the series' exploration of sacrifice
and resilience.

Thematic Exploration

At its core, Attack on Titan tackles profound themes that resonate with
audiences on multiple levels.

Freedom and Oppression

The series poses critical questions about what it means to be truly free. The
walls that protect humanity are also symbols of oppression, raising the
question of whether safety is worth the sacrifice of freedom. Eren’s journey
ultimately leads him to make choices that challenge the very fabric of
freedom.



Identity and Humanity

The blurred lines between humans and Titans prompt reflections on identity
and what it means to be human. The revelations about the origins of the
Titans force characters to confront their own humanity, questioning whether
one's actions define them more than their heritage.

Morality and Consequences

Attack on Titan does not shy away from the moral ambiguities of its
characters' decisions. The narrative showcases the consequences of actions
taken in the name of survival, freedom, or revenge, forcing characters and
viewers alike to grapple with difficult ethical dilemmas.

Impact and Legacy

Since its debut, Attack on Titan has garnered immense popularity and critical
acclaim, leaving an indelible mark on anime and manga culture.

Cultural Phenomenon

- Manga and Anime Sales: The manga has sold over 100 million copies
worldwide, making it one of the best-selling manga series in history. The
anime adaptation has received numerous awards, further solidifying its status
as a cultural phenomenon.
- Fan Community: The series has fostered a passionate fan base, leading to
the creation of fan art, theories, and discussions that explore its intricate
narratives and themes.

Influence on Other Works

Attack on Titan has inspired a wave of new creators in the anime and manga
industry, influencing storytelling techniques and thematic explorations in
subsequent works. Its unique blend of horror, action, and philosophical
inquiry has set a new standard for narrative depth in the genre.

Conclusion

The history of Attack on Titan is not merely a tale of humans battling
Titans; it is a profound exploration of freedom, identity, morality, and the
human condition. Through its rich narrative, complex characters, and thought-
provoking themes, the series has transcended the boundaries of conventional
storytelling, engaging audiences in a dialogue about the darker aspects of
humanity. As we look back on its journey, Attack on Titan remains a testament
to the power of storytelling in addressing fundamental questions about
existence and the choices we make in the face of adversity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Founding Titan in
'Attack on Titan' history?

The Founding Titan is crucial in 'Attack on Titan' history as it possesses
the ability to control other Titans and manipulate the memories of Eldians.
Its powers have significant implications for the history of both Eldians and
Marleyans, shaping the conflict and the narrative of the series.

How does the history of the Walls reflect the themes
of isolation and fear in 'Attack on Titan'?

The Walls, built to protect humanity from Titans, symbolize isolation and
fear. They represent the lengths to which society will go to protect itself
from perceived threats, leading to a culture of fear and ignorance about the
world outside, which is a central theme in 'Attack on Titan'.

What role does Marley play in the history of the
Eldians in 'Attack on Titan'?

Marley plays a pivotal role in the history of the Eldians as it represents
the oppressive regime that subjugates Eldians, labeling them as devils. This
history of oppression drives the conflict in the series, exploring themes of
colonialism, prejudice, and the struggle for freedom.

How does the history of the Titan shifters influence
the power dynamics in 'Attack on Titan'?

The history of Titan shifters, particularly those like Eren Yeager, Zeke
Yeager, and others, creates a complex power dynamic in 'Attack on Titan'.
Their abilities to transform and wield immense power shape the political
landscape, leading to conflicts between nations and within the Eldian people
themselves.

What impact did the Great Titan War have on the
current events of 'Attack on Titan'?

The Great Titan War had a profound impact on the current events of 'Attack on
Titan', as it set the stage for the ongoing conflict between Marley and the
Eldians. The war’s aftermath led to the division of Eldians and the rise of
Marley’s military power, influencing the motivations and actions of
characters throughout the series.
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