BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT

BLAck HisTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT IS AN INNOVATIVE EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE THAT CELEBRATES THE SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. THIS PROJECT NOT ONLY ENHANCES STUDENTS'
UNDERSTANDING OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY BUT ALSO ENCOURAGES CREATIVITY, RESEARCH SKILLS, AND PUBLIC SPEAKING.
BY CREATING LIFE-LIKE WAX FIGURES OF NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FIGURES, STUDENTS ENGAGE WITH HISTORY IN A TANGIBLE
AND INTERACTIVE WAY. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT,
HOW TO IMPLEMENT IT IN THE CLASSROOM, AND SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BLACK HiISTORY MONTH W AX MUSEUM PROJECT

THE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT SERVES MULTIPLE EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. HERE ARE SOME REASONS WHY
THIS PROJECT IS ESSENTIAL:

¢ ProMoTES CULTURAL AWARENESS: BY STUDYING THE LIVES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN FIGURES,
STUDENTS GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE AND THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THESE
INDIVIDUALS.

¢ ENCOURAGES RESEARCH SKILLS: STUDENTS MUST RESEARCH THEIR CHOSEN FIGURES, FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING AND
ANALYTICAL SKILLS AS THEY SIFT THROUGH INFORMATION TO PRESENT THE MOST RELEVANT DETAILS.

o ENHANCES CREATIVITY: CREATING A WAX FIGURE REQUIRES ARTISTIC EXPRESSION, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO ENGAGE
THEIR CREATIVE SIDE WHILE LEARNING ABOUT HISTORY.

® |IMPROVES PUBLIC SPEAKING: PRESENTING THEIR WAX FIGURES TO CLASSMATES TEACHES STUDENTS HOW TO
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY AND BOOSTS THEIR CONFIDENCE IN PUBLIC SPEAKING.

CHoOSING FIGURES FOR THE W/ AX MUSEUM

SELECTING IMPACTFUL FIGURES IS CRUCIAL FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE WAX MUSEUM PROJECT. HERE ARE SOME IDEAS FOR
NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FIGURES TO CONSIDER:

HisTorICAL FIGURES

1. MARTIN LUTHER KINGJR.Z A CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WHO ADVOCATED FOR NONVIOLENT PROTEST TO COMBAT RACIAL
INEQUALITY.

2. HARRIET TUBMAN: AN ABOLITIONIST WHO ESCAPED SLAVERY AND HELPED OTHERS DO THE SAME THROUGH THE
(UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.

3. FreDERICK DOUGLASS: A FORMER SLAVE WHO BECAME A LEADING FIGURE IN THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT AND AN
ADVOCATE FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS.



CONTEMPORARY FIGURES

1. BARACK OBAMA: THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WHO SERVED FROM 2009 To
2017.

2. OpPRAH W/INFREY: A MEDIA MOGUL AND PHILANTHROPIST KNOWN FOR HER INFLUENTIAL TELEVISION SHOW AND
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS.

3. KAMALA HARRIS: THE FIRST FEMALE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN AND
AsIAN AMERICAN VICE PRESIDENT.

INFLUENTIAL ARTISTS AND ATHLETES

1. LANGSTON HUGHES: A PROMINENT FIGURE OF THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE KNOWN FOR HIS POETRY AND ACTIVISM.

2. SERENA WILLIAMS: ONE OF THE GREATEST TENNIS PLAYERS OF ALL TIME, KNOWN FOR HER RECORD~BREAKING
ACHIEVEMENTS AND ADVOCACY FOR GENDER EQUALITY.

3. BEYONC[] AN INFLUENTIAL ARTIST AND CULTURAL ICON KNOWN FOR HER MUSIC, ACTIVISM, AND REPRESENTATION OF
BLACK CULTURE.

STEPS TO IMPLEMENT THE W/ AX MUSEUM PROJECT

TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT, FOLLOW THESE STEPS:

1. INTRODUCE THE PROJECT

BEGIN BY INTRODUCING THE CONCEPT OF THE WAX MUSEUM PROJECT TO STUDENTS. EXPLAIN ITS PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE IN
CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH. DISCUSS THE NOTABLE FIGURES THEY CAN CHOOSE FROM AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO THINK
ABOUT WHO INSPIRES THEM THE MOST.

2. RESEARCH AND SELECTION

ONCE STUDENTS HAVE CHOSEN THEIR FIGURES, GUIDE THEM THROUGH THE RESEARCH PROCESS. ENCOURAGE THEM TO EXPLORE
VARIOUS RESOURCES, INCLUDING BOOKS, DOCUMENTARIES, AND REPUTABLE WEBSITES. PROVIDE THEM WITH A WORKSHEET TO
HELP ORGANIZE THEIR FINDINGS, INCLUDING:

e BASIC BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

e MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

o CHALLENGES FACED

® |[MPACT ON SOCIETY



3. CReATE THE W AX FIGURE

STUDENTS SHOULD CREATE A LIFE-LIKE REPRESENTATION OF THEIR CHOSEN FIGURE. THIS CAN BE DONE USING VARIOUS
MATERIALS SUCH AS CLAY, CARDBOARD, OR EVEN RECYCLED MATERIALS. ENCOURAGE CREATIVITY AND PERSONAL EXPRESSION IN
THIS PROCESS. OFFER GUIDANCE ON HOW TO MAKE THE FIGURES LOOK REALISTIC, INCLUDING CLOTHING, HAIRSTYLES, AND
ACCESSORIES.

4. PREPARE THE PRESENTATION

IN ADDITION TO THE WAX FIGURE, STUDENTS SHOULD PREPARE A SHORT PRESENTATION ABOUT THEIR FIGURE. THis
PRESENTATION SHOULD INCLUDE KEY POINTS FROM THEIR RESEARCH AND CAN BE ENHANCED WITH VISUAL AIDS, SUCH AS POSTERS
OR DIGITAL PRESENTATIONS. ENCOURAGE THEM TO PRACTICE THEIR SPEECHES TO GAIN CONFIDENCE.

5. SET Up THE W AX MUSEUM

CHOOSE A SUITABLE VENUE FOR THE WAX MUSEUM, SUCH AS THE CLASSROOM OR A LARGER SPACE IN THE SCHOOL. ARRANGE
THE STUDENTS' FIGURES IN A WAY THAT MIMICS A MUSEUM DISPLAY, COMPLETE WITH LABELS AND A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH
FIGURE'S SIGNIFICANCE. CONSIDER INVITING PARENTS AND OTHER CLASSES TO VIEW THE MUSEUM AS A WAY TO CELEBRATE
BLACK HISTORY MONTH.

6. HosT THE W AX MUSEUM EVENT

ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT, STUDENTS CAN TAKE TURNS “COMING TO LIFE” AS THEIR FIGURES. WHEN A VISITOR PRESSES A
BUTTON OR APPROACHES THE FIGURE, THE STUDENT WILL DELIVER THEIR SPEECH. THIS INTERACTIVE COMPONENT ADDS AN
ENGAGING ELEMENT TO THE PROJECT, MAKING IT MEMORABLE FOR BOTH STUDENTS AND VISITORS.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

To ENSURE THE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT RUNS SMOOTHLY, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS

¢ ProvIDE CLEAR GUIDELINES: CLEARLY OUTLINE EXPECTATIONS FOR RESEARCH, PRESENTATIONS, AND THE WAX FIGURE
CREATION PROCESS. THIS HELPS STUDENTS STAY ON TRACK AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS REQUIRED.

o ENCoOURAGE COLLABORATION: ALLOW STUDENTS TO WORK IN PAIRS OR SMALL GROUPS TO PROMOTE TEAMWORK AND
COLLABORATION. THIS CAN ALSO EASE ANY ANXIETY ABOUT PUBLIC SPEAKING.

® |NCORPORATE TECHNOLOGY: USE TECHNOLOGY TO ENHANCE THE PROJECT. FOR INSTANCE, STUDENTS CAN CREATE
DIGITAL PRESENTATIONS OR VIDEOS ABOUT THEIR FIGURES TO ACCOMPANY THE WAX FIGURES.

o CeLEBRATE DIVERSITY: USE THIS PROJECT AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE DIVERSE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS IN VARIOUS FIELDS, INCLUDING SCIENCE, ART, SPORTS, AND POLITICS.

CONCLUSION

THe BLACk HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT IS AN ENRICHING EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE THAT PROMOTES CULTURAL
A\X/ARENESS, RESEARCH SKILLS, AND CREATIVITY AMONG STUDENTS. BY HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS
THROUGHOUT HISTORY, STUDENTS NOT ONLY LEARN ABOUT SIGNIFICANT FIGURES BUT ALSO DEVELOP A DEEPER APPRECIATION
FOR THE STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES OF THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE THEM. AS EDUCATORS IMPLEMENT THIS PROJECT IN THEIR



CLASSROOMS, THEY CONTRIBUTE TO FOSTERING A MORE INCLUSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY, ENSURING THAT STUDENTS
RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY IN SHAPING OUR \WORLD.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT?

THE PURPOSE OF A BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX MUSEUM PROJECT IS TO EDUCATE STUDENTS AND THE COMMUNITY ABOUT THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY, WHILE ALSO ALLOWING
PARTICIPANTS TO ENGAGE CREATIVELY IN THE LEARNING PROCESS.

How CAN STUDENTS CHOOSE FIGURES TO REPRESENT IN A BLACK HISTORY MONTH
WAX MUSEUM PROJECT?

STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE FIGURES BASED ON PERSONAL INTEREST, IMPACT ON SOCIETY, OR SPECIFIC THEMES RELATED TO BLACk
HISTORY, SUCH AS CIVIL RIGHTS, ARTS, SCIENCE, OR SPORTS. RESEARCHING LESSER-KNOWN FIGURES CAN ALSO PROVIDE A
BROADER PERSPECTIVE.

\WHAT ARE SOME KEY ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE IN A WAX MUSEUM PRESENTATION?

KEY ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE ARE A LIFE-SIZE REPRESENTATION OF THE FIGURE, AN INFORMATIVE PLAQUE WITH BIOGRAPHICAL
INFORMATION, A SHORT SPEECH OR MONOLOGUE ABOUT THE FIGURE'S ACHIEVEMENTS, AND INTERACTIVE COMPONENTS TO
ENGAGE THE AUDIENCE.

\WHAT MATERIALS ARE TYPICALLY USED TO CREATE WAX FIGURES FOR THE PROJECT?

MATERIALS CAN INCLUDE CLAY OR WAX FOR SCULPTING THE FIGURES, FABRIC FOR CLOTHING, AND VARIOUS PROPS THAT
REPRESENT THE FIGURE'S LIFE OR ACHIEVEMENTS. STUDENTS MIGHT ALSO USE PAINT AND OTHER CRAFT SUPPLIES FOR DETAILING.

How CAN TEACHERS INTEGRATE A WAX MUSEUM PROJECT INTO THEIR CURRICULUM?

TEACHERS CAN INTEGRATE THIS PROJECT BY ALIGNING IT WITH HISTORY, ART, OR SOCIAL STUDIES LESSONS, ENCOURAGING
RESEARCH AND CREATIVITY, AND FACILITATING GROUP DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE FIGURES AND THEIR HISTORICAL CONTEXTS.

\W/HAT ARE SOME BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATING IN A BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAX
MUSEUM PROJECT?

BENEFITS INCLUDE IMPROVED RESEARCH AND PRESENTATION SKILLS, ENHANCED UNDERSTANDING OF CULTURAL HISTORY,
INCREASED EMPATHY AND APPRECIATION FOR DIVERSITY, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEAMWORK AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS
AMONG STUDENTS.
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