biggest upsets in fa cup history

The biggest upsets in FA Cup history are a testament to the unpredictable nature of football. The
FA Cup, England's premier knockout football competition, has a storied history that dates back to
1871. Throughout its long and illustrious existence, the tournament has witnessed numerous
surprising outcomes that have left fans and pundits alike in disbelief. This article will delve into some
of the most shocking results in FA Cup history, highlighting the teams involved, the circumstances
surrounding these matches, and the lasting impact they had on the competition.

Understanding the FA Cup

The FA Cup is unique not only because of its age but also due to its format, which allows teams from
all levels of English football to compete. From Premier League giants to non-league minnows, the
competition provides a platform for underdogs to shine and create unforgettable moments. This
inclusivity is what often leads to the stunning upsets that have become synonymous with the
tournament.

Notable Upsets in FA Cup History

While many matches could be highlighted, several stand out due to their sheer improbability and the
dramatic narratives that unfolded. Here are some of the most significant upsets that have occurred in
FA Cup history:

1. Sunderland vs. Leeds United (1973)

In one of the biggest FA Cup shocks of all time, Sunderland, a Second Division side, faced Leeds
United, a team that was then considered one of the best in Europe. The final, held at Wembley
Stadium in 1973, saw Sunderland come away with a stunning 1-0 victory.

- Key Players: lan Porterfield scored the only goal of the match, while Sunderland's goalkeeper, Jim
Montgomery, made a series of brilliant saves to keep Leeds at bay.

- Impact: This victory not only gave Sunderland their first FA Cup title but also showcased the magic
of the tournament, proving that anything can happen on the day.

2. Wrexham vs. Arsenal (1992)

In what is often regarded as one of the greatest upsets in FA Cup history, Wrexham, a team
languishing in the fourth tier of English football, defeated Arsenal, the reigning league champions, in a
third-round tie at the Racecourse Ground.

- Match Highlights: Wrexham won the match 2-1, with the goals coming from Mickey Thomas and a



late penalty from the club's captain, who famously stated, “We're not just here to make up the
numbers.”

- Legacy: This match is remembered not only for the shock result but also for the spirit of the
underdog prevailing against the odds.

3. Hereford United vs. Newcastle United (1972)

Another iconic moment in FA Cup history occurred when Hereford United, a non-league team, faced
Newcastle United, a top-flight giant, in a replay match. The game took place on February 5, 1972, and
has since become legendary.

- The Goal: Ronnie Radford scored a stunning equalizer from outside the box, which remains one of
the most celebrated goals in FA Cup history. The match ended 2-1 in favor of Hereford after extra
time.

- Cultural Impact: The upset was not just a sporting event; it captivated the nation and has been
immortalized in football folklore, symbolizing hope for smaller clubs everywhere.

4. Bradford City vs. Chelsea (2015)

In the Fourth Round of the 2014-2015 FA Cup, Bradford City, a League One side, pulled off a
remarkable upset against Premier League powerhouse Chelsea at Stamford Bridge.

- Match Details: Bradford came back from a 2-0 deficit to win the match 4-2, with goals coming from
Jon Stead, an equalizer from the same player, and a late surge from the entire team.

- Aftermath: This match shocked the footballing world and demonstrated the unpredictability of the
FA Cup, as well as the fighting spirit of lower-league teams.

5. Lincoln City vs. Burnley (2017)

Lincoln City made history in the 2016-2017 FA Cup by becoming the first non-league team to reach
the quarter-finals in over a century.

- The Upset: In the Fifth Round, Lincoln faced Burnley, a Premier League team, and emerged
victorious with a stunning 1-0 win thanks to a goal from Sean Raggett.

- Significance: Lincoln's run in the competition captured the hearts of fans across the country and
highlighted the potential for lower-league clubs to shine on the big stage.

Why Do Upsets Happen?

The FA Cup's format, which includes replays and one-off matches, creates a perfect environment for
surprises. Several factors contribute to these upsets:



Motivation: Lower-league teams often view the FA Cup as an opportunity to showcase their
talent and achieve a memorable victory.

Pressure: Higher-ranked teams may underestimate their opponents or feel the pressure of
expectations, leading to underperformance.

Home Advantage: Playing at home can significantly boost the morale of lower-league teams,
creating an electric atmosphere that fuels their performance.

Individual Brilliance: The unpredictable nature of football means that a single player can
change the course of a match, often leading to unexpected results.

The Lasting Impact of FA Cup Upsets

The biggest upsets in FA Cup history have a profound effect on the tournament and its participants:

- Inspiration: These matches inspire future generations of footballers and fans alike, proving that
dreams can be realized regardless of circumstances.

- Financial Gains: Upset victories often lead to increased revenue for lower-league clubs through gate
receipts and television coverage, helping them to invest in their teams.

- Legacy: Many of these matches become a part of club folklore, endearing players and teams to fans
and solidifying their places in history.

Conclusion

The FA Cup continues to be a stage where surprises are the norm rather than the exception. The
tournament's history is rich with tales of underdogs overcoming the odds, creating unforgettable
moments that resonate with football fans around the world. From Sunderland's triumph over Leeds to
Lincoln City's historic run, these upsets serve as a reminder of the beautiful game's unpredictability
and the enduring spirit of competition. As the FA Cup progresses each season, fans eagerly anticipate
the next potential upset, knowing that in this tournament, anything is possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in FA Cup history?

The biggest upset is often regarded as Wrexham's 1-0 victory over Arsenal in the 1992 FA Cup, where
the non-league side defeated the reigning champions.

Which lower league team famously beat a Premier League



side in the 2013 FA Cup?

Bradford City shocked the football world by beating Arsenal 3-2 in the fourth round of the 2013 FA
Cup.

What happened during the 1988 FA Cup final that is
considered an upset?

Wimbledon defeated Liverpool 1-0 in the 1988 FA Cup final, marking a significant upset as Liverpool
were heavy favorites and had not lost in a final for nearly a decade.

Which team pulled off a stunning upset against Manchester
United in the 2000 FA Cup?

Rochdale managed to draw 2-2 with Manchester United in a third-round replay, but it was their
performance that stunned many, despite the eventual loss.

What was the result of the 2015 FA Cup match between
Leicester City and Tottenham Hotspur?

Leicester City, then a struggling Premier League side, defeated Tottenham Hotspur 2-1 in a fourth-
round replay, marking a significant upset.

Which team is known for their shocking victory over
Newcastle United in the 1974 FA Cup?

Hereford United, a non-league team, famously beat Newcastle United 2-1 in a replay after a
sensational equalizer from Ronnie Radford in the original match.

What was notable about the 1998 FA Cup final involving
Chelsea and Middlesbrough?

Chelsea's 2-0 victory over Middlesbrough in the 1998 FA Cup final was considered an upset as it was
Chelsea's first major trophy, but they were favorites due to their strong squad.

Which team shocked Manchester City in the 2018 FA Cup?

Wigan Athletic caused a major upset by defeating Manchester City 1-0 in the fifth round of the 2018
FA Cup, ending City's hopes for a treble.

Who did Coventry City beat in the 1987 FA Cup final, creating
one of the biggest upsets?

Coventry City defeated Tottenham Hotspur 3-2 in the 1987 FA Cup final, marking a remarkable upset
as Coventry had never won the trophy before.



What was the significance of Lincoln City's performance in the
2017 FA Cup?

Lincoln City became the first non-league team to reach the quarter-finals of the FA Cup in over a
century, defeating Premier League side Burnley 1-0 in a historic upset.
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