black history events houston

Black history events Houston have played a vital role in shaping the cultural, social,
and political landscape of the city. Houston, Texas, known for its diverse population and
rich history, has been a significant arena for the African American community, showcasing
resilience, struggle, and triumph. This article delves into key events in black history in
Houston, highlighting important milestones, notable figures, and ongoing contributions to
the community.

Historical Context of Black History in Houston

Understanding black history in Houston requires a look into the broader context of African
American experiences in Texas. The city, founded in 1836, became a melting pot for
different cultures, but it wasn't until after the Civil War that significant African American
communities began to thrive.

Post-Civil War Era

After the Civil War and the abolition of slavery in 1865, African Americans in Houston
started to build their lives anew. This era saw the formation of churches, schools, and
businesses, laying the groundwork for future generations. Notable advancements
included:

- The establishment of the first African American schools.
- The founding of churches that served as community hubs.
- The emergence of successful African American businesses.

Key Events in Black History in Houston

Several landmark events have marked the journey of African Americans in Houston. Here
are some of the most significant occurrences that have shaped the community:

1. The Formation of the Houston Chapter of the NAACP
(1915)

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was established
to combat racial discrimination and promote civil rights. The Houston chapter was formed
in 1915, becoming a crucial organization for advocating social justice in the city.



2. The Houston Riot of 1917

In 1917, tensions between white police officers and African American soldiers stationed in
Houston escalated, leading to the Houston Riot. This event highlighted the systemic
racism African Americans faced and the necessity for civil rights activism in the region.
The aftermath triggered significant discussions about race relations and law enforcement.

3. The Desegregation of Houston Schools (1960s)

The struggle for civil rights in Houston took a significant turn during the 1960s when
African Americans fought for the desegregation of public schools. This movement was
pivotal, as it not only impacted education but also set the stage for broader civil rights
achievements across various sectors.

4. The Formation of the Texas Southern University
(1947)

Texas Southern University, established in 1947, became an essential hub for African
American education and empowerment. It played a significant role in producing influential
civil rights leaders and professionals who contributed to the advancement of the African
American community in Houston and beyond.

Prominent African American Figures in Houston’s
History

Houston's black history is rich with influential figures who have made significant
contributions to the community and the nation. Here are a few notable individuals:

1. Barbara Jordan

Barbara Jordan was a trailblazing politician and civil rights leader. She was the first
African American woman elected to the Texas Senate and the first Southern black woman
elected to the U.S. Congress. Her powerful speeches and advocacy for social justice left an
indelible mark on American politics.

2. George P. Bush

The grandson of famous civil rights activist and educator, George P. Bush, was
instrumental in advocating for education reforms and community empowerment



initiatives. His contributions helped uplift the African American community in Houston.

3. Emancipation Park and the Juneteenth Celebration

Emancipation Park, established in 1872, is a historically significant site for the African
American community in Houston. It served as a gathering place for the celebration of
Juneteenth, which commemorates the end of slavery in the United States. The park
remains a focal point for cultural events and celebrations.

Modern-Day Celebrations and Events

The legacy of black history in Houston continues to thrive through various cultural events
and initiatives that celebrate African American heritage. Some notable events include:

1. Houston Black Heritage Festival

This annual festival showcases African American culture through art, music, food, and
educational programs. It aims to promote awareness and appreciation of the contributions
of African Americans to the city and the nation.

2. Juneteenth Celebrations

Houston hosts one of the largest Juneteenth celebrations in the U.S. Every year, the
community gathers to celebrate freedom and educate others about the significance of this
historic day. Activities often include parades, concerts, and cultural exhibitions.

3. African American History and Culture Committee
Events

The city of Houston has established various committees and organizations that host events
focused on African American history and culture. These events often include lectures, art
exhibitions, and community discussions that highlight the ongoing impact of African
Americans in the region.

Impact of Black History on Houston Today

The events and figures that have shaped black history in Houston have left a lasting
legacy. Today, the African American community continues to play a vital role in the city's



development across various sectors, including politics, education, business, and the arts.

Community Engagement and Activism

Ongoing activism and community engagement remain crucial in addressing modern issues
such as social justice, economic inequality, and education reform. Organizations within the
African American community in Houston work tirelessly to ensure that the lessons from
the past lead to a more equitable future.

Education and Awareness

Educational programs in schools and community centers are designed to teach younger
generations about the rich history of African Americans in Houston. This awareness helps
foster a sense of pride and encourages active participation in the community's ongoing
narrative.

Conclusion

The black history events Houston have been instrumental in shaping the city's identity
and continue to influence its trajectory. By honoring the past, recognizing the
achievements of key figures, and actively engaging in the present, the African American
community in Houston is poised to create a vibrant future. Understanding this history is
not only crucial for the African American community but for all residents of Houston, as it
reflects the city’s diversity and resilience. Through ongoing celebration, education, and
activism, the legacy of black history in Houston will undoubtedly endure for generations to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event related to black history took
place in Houston in 1865?

In 1865, the end of the Civil War led to the emancipation of enslaved people in Texas, with
the announcement of Juneteenth on June 19th. This event, which began in Galveston, is
celebrated annually in Houston and marks African American freedom and achievements.

What role did Houston play in the Civil Rights
Movement during the 1960s?

Houston was a key location for the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s, with significant
events such as the establishment of the Houston chapter of the NAACP and numerous



protests for desegregation, including the successful desegregation of public schools in
1963.

What is the significance of the Third Ward in Houston's
black history?

The Third Ward is historically significant as a center of African American culture and
activism in Houston. It has been home to influential figures, including community leaders,
artists, and musicians, and played a vital role in the civil rights struggle.

Which Houston institution was founded by African
Americans to support education and civil rights?

The Houston Negro Hospital, established in 1929, was founded to provide healthcare to
African Americans during segregation. It later became a center for training black medical
professionals and played a crucial role in advocating for civil rights in healthcare.

What annual event celebrates African American culture
and history in Houston?

The Houston Juneteenth Celebration is an annual event that honors African American
culture and history, commemorating the emancipation of enslaved people in Texas with
parades, educational programs, and cultural performances.

Who was the first African American mayor of Houston,
and what impact did he have?

Lee P. Brown was the first African American mayor of Houston, serving from 1998 to
2004. His leadership promoted economic development, improved public safety, and
increased the political representation of African Americans in the city.
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