
black history facts not taught in
school
Black history facts not taught in school often highlight the rich and complex
narratives that contribute to the African American experience. This article
aims to shed light on notable events, figures, and cultural contributions
that are frequently overlooked in conventional education systems. By
exploring these lesser-known facts, we can gain a deeper understanding of the
breadth of Black history and its profound impact on American society and the
world.

1. The First African Settlers in North America

While many are familiar with the arrival of the Mayflower in 1620, the
presence of Africans in North America predates this event.

1.1. The Arrival of the First Africans

- In 1619, a group of approximately 20 Africans arrived at Point Comfort,
Virginia, aboard a Dutch ship. These individuals were among the first
enslaved Africans to be brought to the English colonies.
- They were not the first Africans in North America; however, they marked the
beginning of a tragic chapter in American history that would lead to the
establishment of chattel slavery.

1.2. The Role of Africans in Early Colonial Life

- Many Africans in the early colonies were skilled laborers and artisans,
contributing significantly to agriculture, carpentry, and other trades.
- Some were able to gain their freedom and own land, challenging the
perception that all Africans were enslaved during this period.

2. The Untold Stories of Black Women

Black women have played pivotal roles throughout history, yet their
contributions are often overshadowed.



2.1. The Role of Black Women in the Civil War

- Harriet Tubman, an escaped slave, became a conductor on the Underground
Railroad and later served as a nurse and spy for the Union Army.
- Sojourner Truth, known for her "Ain't I a Woman?" speech, was a prominent
abolitionist and women's rights activist who fought for the rights of both
African Americans and women.

2.2. The Contributions of Black Women in the Arts

- Zora Neale Hurston, a key figure in the Harlem Renaissance, is celebrated
for her literary works that explore the African American experience,
particularly in the South.
- Josephine Baker, an entertainer and civil rights activist, used her fame to
advocate for racial equality and is remembered for her boldness in
challenging societal norms.

3. The Legacy of Black Inventors

Many inventions and innovations that we take for granted today were created
by African Americans, yet their contributions are often overlooked.

3.1. Notable Black Inventors

- George Washington Carver: Known for his work with peanuts, Carver developed
over 300 products from this legume, significantly impacting agriculture in
the South.
- Madam C.J. Walker: As the first female self-made millionaire in America,
she developed a line of beauty and haircare products for Black women and
became a philanthropist and activist.
- Garrett Morgan: An inventor known for creating the three-position traffic
signal and the gas mask, Morgan’s innovations have saved countless lives.

3.2. The Impact of Black Inventors on Modern Society

- The contributions of Black inventors have laid the groundwork for
advancements in various fields, from agriculture to technology, demonstrating
the importance of diversity in innovation.



4. The Existence of Black Towns

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, several all-Black towns were
established across the United States, serving as havens for African Americans
seeking autonomy and community.

4.1. Notable Black Towns

- Nicodemus, Kansas: Founded in 1877, Nicodemus was one of the first all-
Black towns in the West, established by African Americans who migrated for
land and opportunity.
- Mound Bayou, Mississippi: Founded in 1887, it was established by former
enslaved individuals and became a thriving community known for its economic
independence.

4.2. The Challenges Faced by Black Towns

- Many Black towns faced economic challenges, violence, and discrimination
from neighboring white communities, leading to their decline or, in some
cases, destruction.

5. The Role of African Americans in World Wars

African Americans played crucial roles in both World War I and World War II,
yet their contributions are often minimized.

5.1. World War I Contributions

- Over 367,000 African Americans served in the Armed Forces during WWI. The
369th Infantry Regiment, known as the Harlem Hellfighters, spent more time in
combat than any other American regiment.
- Despite their bravery, returning veterans faced racism and discrimination
upon their return home.

5.2. World War II Contributions

- The Tuskegee Airmen were the first Black military aviators in the U.S.
Armed Forces, breaking barriers and proving their capabilities in combat.
- African Americans also served in critical roles as nurses, engineers, and
in various support capacities, significantly contributing to the war effort.



6. Civil Rights Movement Leaders Beyond Martin
Luther King Jr.

While Martin Luther King Jr. is a widely recognized figure of the Civil
Rights Movement, many other leaders played essential roles.

6.1. Lesser-Known Leaders

- Ella Baker: A grassroots organizer who believed in the power of collective
action, Baker was instrumental in the formation of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC).
- Bayard Rustin: A key organizer of the 1963 March on Washington, Rustin was
an openly gay man who faced discrimination within the movement, yet his
contributions were vital to its success.

6.2. The Diversity of the Movement

- The Civil Rights Movement was not monolithic; it included various
ideologies and approaches, from nonviolent protests to more radical tactics
advocated by figures like Malcolm X and the Black Panther Party.

7. The Significance of Black Culture and Arts

The cultural contributions of African Americans have shaped American art,
music, and literature profoundly.

7.1. The Harlem Renaissance

- This cultural movement of the 1920s celebrated Black culture and produced
significant literary, artistic, and musical works, featuring figures like
Langston Hughes and Duke Ellington.
- It fostered a sense of racial pride and laid the groundwork for future
civil rights activism.

7.2. Contributions to Music

- Genres such as jazz, blues, and hip-hop have roots in African American
culture, profoundly influencing the music industry and popular culture
globally.
- Artists like Billie Holiday, Louis Armstrong, and Tupac Shakur expanded the



boundaries of music, using their platforms to address social issues.

8. The Ongoing Struggle for Equality

The journey toward racial equality is ongoing, with many contemporary issues
rooted in historical injustices.

8.1. The Legacy of Systemic Racism

- Understanding the historical context of systemic racism is crucial for
addressing current disparities in education, employment, and criminal
justice.
- Movements like Black Lives Matter highlight the continued struggle against
police brutality and racial inequality.

8.2. The Importance of Education and Awareness

- Recognizing and teaching these black history facts not taught in school is
essential for fostering a more inclusive understanding of history.
- By amplifying the voices and narratives of African Americans, we can work
towards a more equitable society.

In conclusion, the narrative of Black history is rich and multifaceted,
filled with stories of resilience, innovation, and cultural contributions
that are often overlooked in traditional educational settings. By exploring
these facts, we celebrate the legacy of African Americans and acknowledge
their impact on our shared history. It is crucial to continue educating
ourselves and future generations about these vital aspects to honor the past
and work towards a more equitable future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the 369th Infantry
Regiment during World War I?
The 369th Infantry Regiment, known as the Harlem Hellfighters, was an African
American regiment that fought bravely in World War I. They were the first
American unit to reach the Rhine and spent more time in combat than any other
American unit, earning high praise from French military leaders and numerous
awards, including the Croix de Guerre.



Who was Claudette Colvin and why is she important in
the Civil Rights Movement?
Claudette Colvin was a 15-year-old African American girl who, nine months
before Rosa Parks, refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus in
Montgomery, Alabama. Her bravery and subsequent arrest were pivotal in the
Civil Rights Movement, although her story was often overlooked in favor of
more well-known figures.

What was the role of Black soldiers in the Buffalo
Soldier regiments?
Buffalo Soldiers were African American soldiers who served in the U.S. Army
after the Civil War. They played crucial roles in the Indian Wars, the
Spanish-American War, and in the establishment of national parks. Their
contributions to American military history and westward expansion are often
underrepresented in traditional narratives.

What was the significance of the Black Panther
Party's community programs?
The Black Panther Party is often remembered for its militant stance, but it
also initiated numerous community programs, such as free breakfast for
children, health clinics, and educational initiatives. These programs aimed
to address systemic issues affecting African Americans and have had a lasting
impact on community organizing.

How did the contributions of Black women shape the
suffrage movement?
Black women played a crucial yet often overlooked role in the suffrage
movement. Figures like Sojourner Truth, Ida B. Wells, and Mary Church Terrell
fought for both women's rights and racial equality, highlighting the
intersection of race and gender. Their activism pushed for a more inclusive
approach to suffrage that recognized the struggles of all women.
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