
black history shows on netflix

Black history shows on Netflix have become an essential part of the streaming platform's offerings,

providing viewers with a compelling and educational glimpse into the rich tapestry of Black culture,

history, and the ongoing struggle for civil rights. As more people turn to streaming services for both

entertainment and enlightenment, Netflix has curated a variety of documentaries, series, and films that

delve into the stories of influential figures, pivotal moments, and the broader context of Black history.

This article explores some of the most impactful shows available on Netflix, their significance, and why

they are essential viewing for anyone interested in understanding Black history.

The Importance of Black History Shows on Netflix

Black history shows are more than just entertainment; they serve as crucial educational tools. They

provide context and insight into the experiences of Black individuals and communities throughout

history. By showcasing these narratives, Netflix contributes to a broader understanding and

appreciation of diversity, equality, and social justice.

Some key reasons why these shows matter include:

Representation: They provide representation of Black voices, stories, and perspectives that have

historically been marginalized or overlooked.

Education: These shows serve as educational resources, helping viewers learn about important

historical events and figures.

Inspiration: Many of these narratives inspire viewers by highlighting resilience, creativity, and

activism.



Conversation Starter: They often spark discussions about race, inequality, and social justice,

encouraging viewers to engage with these important issues.

Must-Watch Black History Shows on Netflix

Here are some of the most impactful Black history shows available on Netflix that viewers should not

miss:

1. 13th

Directed by Ava DuVernay, "13th" is a powerful documentary that explores the intersection of race,

justice, and mass incarceration in the United States. The title refers to the 13th Amendment, which

abolished slavery but also allowed for involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. This

documentary provides a critical analysis of the systemic racism embedded in the American criminal

justice system.

2. When They See Us

Also directed by Ava DuVernay, "When They See Us" is a limited series that recounts the harrowing

story of the Central Park Five—five Black and Latino teenagers wrongfully convicted of a brutal crime in

1989. The series shines a light on racial discrimination in the legal system and the impact of media

sensationalism on public perception.



3. Amend: The Fight for America

Hosted by Will Smith, "Amend" is a docuseries that examines the 14th Amendment and its significance

in the ongoing struggle for civil rights in America. The series features a mix of historical context,

personal stories, and expert commentary, highlighting key moments and figures in the fight for equality.

4. Self-Made: Inspired by the Life of Madam C.J. Walker

This miniseries tells the inspiring story of Madam C.J. Walker, the first female self-made millionaire in

America. Based on the biography by A'Lelia Bundles, "Self-Made" showcases Walker's entrepreneurial

spirit and determination as she builds her beauty empire while facing societal challenges.

5. High on the Hog: How African American Cuisine Transformed

America

Based on the book by Jessica B. Harris, "High on the Hog" explores the profound impact of African

American culinary traditions on American cuisine. Through a journey from West Africa to the present

day, the series celebrates the cultural contributions of Black chefs and foodways.

6. The Black Godfather

This documentary tells the remarkable story of Clarence Avant, a music executive and philanthropist

known as the "Black Godfather." It highlights his influence on the music industry and his work in

breaking down barriers for Black artists, showcasing the importance of mentorship and community.



7. The Last Black Man in San Francisco

While not a documentary, this film is deeply rooted in the African American experience. It tells the

story of Jimmie Fails, who struggles to reclaim his family's home in a gentrified San Francisco. The

film explores themes of identity, belonging, and the impact of urban development on Black

communities.

How to Make the Most of Your Viewing Experience

To get the most out of these Black history shows on Netflix, consider the following tips:

Engage with the Content: Take notes or discuss the shows with friends and family to deepen1.

your understanding.

Supplement Learning: Read books or articles related to the topics covered in the shows for a2.

more comprehensive understanding.

Join Discussions: Participate in online forums or social media discussions to share insights and3.

perspectives with others.

Support Black Creators: Look for other projects by the directors, writers, and producers of these4.

shows to further explore their work.

The Future of Black History Representation on Netflix



As the demand for diverse storytelling continues to grow, Netflix is likely to expand its offerings of

Black history shows. This shift not only reflects changing audience preferences but also a broader

societal recognition of the importance of representation. Upcoming projects and collaborations with

Black filmmakers and historians promise to bring even more stories to the forefront.

In conclusion, Black history shows on Netflix offer a vital lens through which viewers can understand

past struggles and triumphs while fostering empathy and awareness of current issues. Whether

through documentaries, dramatizations, or culinary explorations, these shows are essential viewing for

anyone looking to educate themselves on the complexities of Black history and culture. By engaging

with these narratives, viewers can contribute to a more informed and equitable society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular black history shows available on Netflix?

Some popular black history shows on Netflix include '13th', 'Self Made: Inspired by the Life of Madam

C.J. Walker', 'When They See Us', and 'The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross'.

Are there any documentaries about black history on Netflix?

Yes, Netflix features several documentaries about black history, such as '13th', which explores the

intersection of race, justice, and mass incarceration in the United States, and 'I Am Not Your Negro',

which reflects on the lives of civil rights leaders.

Does Netflix have any series highlighting black culture?

Yes, Netflix has several series highlighting black culture, including 'Black AF', which is a comedy series

that explores the complexities of black family life, and 'The Get Down', which focuses on the rise of

hip-hop in the 1970s.



What is a notable historical drama about black figures on Netflix?

'Da 5 Bloods' is a notable historical drama on Netflix that follows a group of African American veterans

who return to Vietnam to find their fallen squad leader and treasure they buried during the war.

Are there any kids' shows about black history on Netflix?

Yes, Netflix offers kids' shows like 'Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood' and 'Carmen Sandiego', which include

episodes that celebrate diversity and explore themes related to black history and culture.
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