
best paper for paper airplanes
Best paper for paper airplanes is a topic that intrigues enthusiasts of all
ages. Whether you are a child learning to fold your first airplane or an
adult looking to perfect your flying skills, the type of paper you choose can
significantly affect the performance of your aircraft. In this article, we
will explore the various types of paper suitable for paper airplanes, their
characteristics, and tips on how to choose the best paper for your flying
creations.

Understanding the Types of Paper

When it comes to making paper airplanes, not all paper is created equal. The
characteristics of paper—such as weight, thickness, and texture—play a
crucial role in how well your airplane flies. Here are some common types of
paper used for crafting paper airplanes:

1. Printer Paper

Printer paper, typically weighing around 20 lb (75 gsm), is one of the most
popular choices for making paper airplanes. It is easily accessible and comes
in various colors and textures.

- Pros:
- Readily available and inexpensive.
- Good balance of weight and sturdiness.
- Easy to fold and manipulate.

- Cons:
- Can be prone to tearing if folded too many times.
- Not the best for long-distance flights.

2. Construction Paper

Construction paper is thicker and sturdier than printer paper, usually
weighing around 65 lb (175 gsm). It's often used for arts and crafts
projects.

- Pros:
- Durable and resistant to tearing.
- Available in vibrant colors.
- Can create visually appealing airplanes.

- Cons:



- Heavier weight can hinder flight distance.
- More challenging to fold precisely.

3. Cardstock

Cardstock is a heavier, thicker paper (usually around 80 lb or 216 gsm) that
can create very sturdy paper airplanes.

- Pros:
- Extremely durable and holds its shape well.
- Ideal for creating complex designs.

- Cons:
- Can be too heavy for some designs, affecting flight.
- More difficult to fold accurately.

4. Origami Paper

Origami paper is specifically designed for folding and typically weighs
around 20 lb (75 gsm) but has a smooth finish.

- Pros:
- Excellent for sharp folds due to its thinness.
- Comes in various colors and patterns.

- Cons:
- May not be as durable as other types of paper.
- Lighter weight might limit distance.

5. Newspaper

Old newspapers can be a fun, eco-friendly option for making paper airplanes.

- Pros:
- Readily available and free.
- Lightweight and easy to fold.

- Cons:
- Not very durable; can tear easily.
- Print can affect the aesthetics.



Choosing the Best Paper for Your Airplane
Design

When selecting the best paper for your paper airplane, consider the following
factors:

1. Airplane Design

Different designs require different types of paper. For example, simple
designs like the classic dart can be made with lighter paper, while complex
designs like gliders may benefit from heavier paper for stability.

2. Flight Purpose

Are you looking for speed, distance, or acrobatics?

- For Speed: Lighter paper like printer or origami paper is ideal.
- For Distance: A heavier paper like cardstock may be more suitable.
- For Tricks: A durable paper like construction paper allows for more
experimentation.

3. Environmental Conditions

Consider the environment where you'll be flying your paper airplane. Windy
conditions may require sturdier paper, while calm environments allow for
lighter options.

Top Recommendations for Paper Airplane
Enthusiasts

To help you get started, here are some top recommendations for paper types
based on their specific use cases:

Best Overall: Printer Paper - Versatile and easy to work with.

Best for Durability: Cardstock - Great for complex designs that need to
withstand multiple flights.

Best for Beginners: Construction Paper - Sturdy and forgiving for new
folders.



Best for Aesthetics: Origami Paper - Perfect for creating visually
striking airplanes.

Best for Eco-Friendly Options: Newspaper - A free and fun way to
recycle!

Tips for Folding the Perfect Paper Airplane

No matter what paper you choose, here are some tips to ensure you create the
best paper airplane possible:

1. Make Precise Folds

Accuracy is key when folding paper airplanes. Use a flat surface and press
down firmly on each fold to ensure crisp lines.

2. Test and Adjust

Don’t be afraid to test fly your airplane and make adjustments. Sometimes a
small tweak to the wings or body can drastically improve performance.

3. Experiment with Weight

If your airplane isn't flying as expected, try adding small weights, like
paper clips, to see how it affects flight. This can help balance heavier or
lighter papers.

4. Decorate Your Airplane

Personalize your airplane with markers, stickers, or other embellishments.
This not only makes it unique but can also help you identify your designs
during competitions.

Conclusion

Understanding the best paper for paper airplanes is essential for anyone
looking to enhance their flying experience. Each type of paper offers unique



advantages and disadvantages that can affect flight performance. By
considering the design, purpose, and environmental conditions, you can select
the paper that will allow your paper airplane to soar. Whether you're a
novice or an expert, experimenting with different papers and designs will
undoubtedly add to the fun of paper airplane creation. So gather your
materials, fold with precision, and let your creativity take flight!

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of paper is best for making durable paper
airplanes?
Heavyweight paper, such as cardstock or 110 lb index paper, is ideal for
making durable paper airplanes that can withstand multiple flights.

Can I use regular printer paper for paper airplanes?
Yes, regular printer paper (20 lb) works well for most paper airplane
designs, providing a good balance of weight and flexibility.

What is the difference between copy paper and
construction paper for paper airplanes?
Copy paper is lighter and smoother, which can help with distance, while
construction paper is thicker and more colorful but may not fly as far.

Is recycled paper good for making paper airplanes?
Yes, recycled paper can be a good option as it often has a similar weight and
texture to regular printer paper, making it suitable for various designs.

What size of paper is best for paper airplanes?
Standard letter size (8.5 x 11 inches) is commonly used, but you can
experiment with larger sizes like A4 for different flight characteristics.

Are there specific brands of paper recommended for
paper airplanes?
Brands like Hammermill and Georgia-Pacific offer high-quality printer paper
that works well for paper airplanes due to its consistency and smoothness.

Should I use glossy or matte paper for paper



airplanes?
Matte paper is generally better for paper airplanes as it offers more grip
and reduces the chance of slipping during folds.

How does the weight of the paper affect paper
airplane performance?
Lighter paper can help with distance and flight duration, while heavier paper
can provide stability and durability, affecting how the airplane flies.

What paper thickness is ideal for paper airplanes?
A thickness of around 70-100 gsm (grams per square meter) is typically ideal
for creating well-balanced paper airplanes.

Can I use origami paper for paper airplanes?
Origami paper can work for lighter designs, but its thinness may limit
durability; it's best for intricate, decorative models rather than long-
flying planes.
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