
biography of sheikh mujibur rahman

biography of sheikh mujibur rahman stands as a pivotal narrative in the history of Bangladesh and the
broader South Asian region. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, often revered as the Father of the Nation in
Bangladesh, played a transformative role in the country's struggle for independence from Pakistan. This
biography explores his early life, political career, leadership during the liberation war, and enduring
legacy. His vision, commitment to democracy, and profound impact on Bangladesh’s national identity are
central themes throughout this article. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s life shaped modern Bangladesh and inspired generations. The following sections will
delve into his origins, political journey, major accomplishments, and the challenges he faced during his
lifetime.
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Early Life and Education

The biography of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman begins with his birth on March 17, 1920, in Tungipara, a village
in the Gopalganj district of British India, now Bangladesh. Born into a modest family, Mujib's upbringing
was steeped in the cultural and political environment of Bengal during the British colonial period. His
father, Sheikh Lutfur Rahman, was a serestadar (court clerk), which provided a stable yet humble
background.

Childhood and Family Background

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman grew up in a close-knit family that valued education and social responsibility. His
early years in Tungipara were marked by exposure to rural life and the socio-economic challenges facing
Bengal’s population. This environment played a crucial role in shaping his empathetic understanding of the



common people's struggles.

Formal Education

Mujibur Rahman’s formal education began at a local school, after which he attended Islamia College in
Kolkata (formerly Calcutta). He later enrolled at the University of Calcutta, where he studied law. While
he did not complete his degree, his time at the university was influential in developing his political
awareness and leadership skills. The vibrant political atmosphere of Kolkata during this period provided
Mujib with exposure to nationalist ideas and anti-colonial movements.

Political Career and Leadership

The biography of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is deeply intertwined with the political upheavals of the Indian
subcontinent during the mid-20th century. Mujib’s political journey began in his youth and spanned
several decades, marked by dedication to the rights of Bengali people and the pursuit of autonomy within
Pakistan.

Early Political Involvement

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s political activism started in the 1940s when he joined the All India Muslim
Students Federation. After the partition of India in 1947, he became involved with the Awami Muslim
League, which later evolved into the Awami League, a major political party advocating for the rights of
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).

Rise within the Awami League

By the 1950s, Mujib had risen to prominence within the Awami League due to his passionate advocacy for
Bengali nationalism and autonomy. His leadership qualities and oratory skills earned him widespread
respect. He played a critical role in organizing political resistance against the central government of
Pakistan, which was dominated by West Pakistan.

Six-Point Movement



One of Mujib’s most notable political achievements was the formulation of the Six-Point Movement in 1966.
This manifesto demanded greater autonomy for East Pakistan and became the cornerstone of the Bengali
nationalist movement. The six points included:

Federal parliamentary system with direct elections in East Pakistan

Control over taxation and revenue collection by East Pakistan

Separate trade and commerce policies

Currency or monetary policy autonomy

Control over foreign exchange earnings

Separate militia or paramilitary forces for East Pakistan

This movement galvanized public support and intensified political tensions between East and West
Pakistan.

Role in Bangladesh’s Independence Movement

The biography of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is incomplete without a detailed account of his leadership
during the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. His steadfast commitment to Bengali self-determination
made him the central figure in the quest for independence.

1970 General Elections and Political Crisis

In the 1970 general elections of Pakistan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Awami League won a landslide
victory in East Pakistan, securing 160 of 162 seats. This electoral success gave Mujib a clear mandate to form
the government, but the ruling authorities in West Pakistan refused to transfer power. The political
deadlock escalated tensions and led to widespread unrest.

Arrest and Imprisonment



On March 25, 1971, just before the declaration of independence, the Pakistani military launched Operation
Searchlight, a brutal crackdown on East Pakistan. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was arrested and taken to West
Pakistan, where he was imprisoned throughout the nine-month liberation war. Despite his absence, he
remained the symbolic leader of the independence movement.

Declaration of Independence

Shortly before his arrest, Mujib declared the independence of Bangladesh on March 26, 1971. This
proclamation marked the beginning of the Bangladesh Liberation War, which culminated in the creation of
an independent nation on December 16, 1971. Mujib’s leadership and vision were vital in uniting the
Bengali people during this tumultuous period.

Post-Independence Contributions

After his release in January 1972, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman returned to Bangladesh to lead the newly
independent country. His post-independence period was marked by efforts to rebuild the war-torn nation
and establish a stable government.

Founding Father of Bangladesh

Mujib is widely recognized as the founding father of Bangladesh. He took on the role of Prime Minister
and later President, guiding the country through its early years of sovereignty. His administration focused
on reconstruction, economic development, and the establishment of democratic institutions.

Political Reforms and Challenges

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman introduced significant political reforms, including the adoption of a constitution in
1972 that enshrined democracy, secularism, socialism, and nationalism as state principles. However, his
tenure faced considerable challenges such as political instability, economic difficulties, and internal dissent.

Assassination and National Mourning

Tragically, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s life was cut short on August 15, 1975, when he and most of his



family members were assassinated in a military coup. This event shocked the nation and created a period of
political uncertainty. Despite his assassination, Mujib’s ideals continued to inspire Bangladesh’s political
landscape.

Legacy and Impact

The biography of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman highlights a legacy that transcends his lifetime. His impact on
Bangladesh’s history, politics, and identity remains profound and enduring.

Symbol of National Identity

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is celebrated as the emblem of Bengali nationalism and patriotism. His
commitment to the rights and dignity of Bengali people has cemented his status as a national hero and a
symbol of unity for Bangladesh.

Influence on Modern Bangladesh

Mujib’s vision laid the foundation for Bangladesh’s development as an independent nation. His advocacy for
democracy, social justice, and economic progress continues to influence contemporary political discourse and
policy-making.

Recognition and Commemoration

Various institutions, public spaces, and national holidays in Bangladesh honor Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
contributions. These commemorations serve to educate future generations about his pivotal role in the
country’s history.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Memorial Museum

Sheikh Mujib Day (March 17)

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Airport

Educational scholarships and awards in his name



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Sheikh Mujibur Rahman?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the founding leader of Bangladesh and is often called the 'Father of the
Nation'. He played a crucial role in the country's independence from Pakistan in 1971.

When and where was Sheikh Mujibur Rahman born?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born on March 17, 1920, in Tungipara, Gopalganj District, which was then
part of British India and now in Bangladesh.

What was Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's role in the Bangladesh Liberation
War?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the central figure who inspired and led the Bengali nationalist movement
that culminated in the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, leading to the independence of Bangladesh.

What political party did Sheikh Mujibur Rahman found?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman founded the Awami League, which was the main political party advocating for
the rights and autonomy of Bengalis in Pakistan.

What major speech is Sheikh Mujibur Rahman famous for?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is famous for his historic March 7, 1971 speech in Dhaka, where he called for the
struggle for independence, which galvanized the Bengali people.

How did Sheikh Mujibur Rahman contribute to the autonomy of East
Pakistan?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman led the movement demanding greater autonomy for East Pakistan through the
Six-Point Movement, which eventually led to political recognition and the independence of Bangladesh.

What happened to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman after Bangladesh gained
independence?
After the independence of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became the country's first Prime Minister
and later served as its President, working to rebuild the nation.



How and when did Sheikh Mujibur Rahman die?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinated on August 15, 1975, along with most of his family members, in a
military coup in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

What is Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's legacy in Bangladesh today?
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is revered as the 'Father of the Nation' in Bangladesh. His legacy lives on through
the country's independence, the Awami League party, and numerous memorials and institutions named in
his honor.

Additional Resources
1. The Unfinished Memoirs of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
This autobiographical work offers a firsthand account of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s early life, political
awakening, and the struggles leading up to Bangladesh’s independence. The narrative provides deep
insights into his personal thoughts and the historic events that shaped the nation. It is an essential read for
understanding the man behind the title "Father of the Nation."

2. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: The Father of Bangladesh
This biography chronicles the life of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from his childhood through his pivotal role
in the Bangladesh Liberation War. It highlights his leadership qualities, political vision, and enduring
legacy. The book also explores the challenges he faced in uniting a divided population.

3. Mujib: The Making of a Nation
Focusing on Mujib’s journey as a political leader, this book delves into his efforts to establish Bangladesh as
an independent country. It covers his early activism, imprisonment, and eventual rise to power. The
narrative emphasizes his commitment to democracy and social justice.

4. Bangabandhu: The Life and Legacy of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
This comprehensive biography presents an in-depth look at Mujib’s personal and political life. It illustrates
his role in shaping the identity of Bangladesh and his vision for its future. The book also discusses the
impact of his assassination on the nation.

5. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: A Political Biography
This book offers a detailed analysis of Mujib’s political strategies and leadership during critical periods in
Bangladesh’s history. It explores his role in the Language Movement, Six-Point Movement, and the
Liberation War. The biography provides context to his political decisions and their consequences.

6. The Journey of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Tracing Mujib’s path from a young student to the leader of Bangladesh, this biography captures the
personal sacrifices and political struggles he endured. It highlights key moments that defined his leadership



and vision. The book is rich with anecdotes and testimonies from those who knew him.

7. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Champion of Bengali Nationalism
This work focuses on Mujib’s role in promoting Bengali identity and nationalism. It examines his efforts to
resist oppression and assert the rights of the Bengali people within Pakistan. The biography sheds light on
his charismatic leadership and enduring influence.

8. Mujib and the Birth of Bangladesh
This book details the critical events leading to the creation of Bangladesh, emphasizing Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s central role. It covers the political turmoil, mass movements, and Mujib’s leadership during the
Liberation War. The narrative provides a vivid portrayal of the birth of a nation.

9. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: The Struggle for Independence
Highlighting the decades-long struggle for Bangladesh’s independence, this biography centers on Mujib’s
resilience and determination. It documents his imprisonment, political negotiations, and ultimate triumph.
The book celebrates his legacy as a freedom fighter and visionary leader.
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