
best history lectures on youtube
Best history lectures on YouTube have become an invaluable resource for
students, educators, and history enthusiasts alike. The platform offers a
wealth of knowledge that is easily accessible, allowing individuals to delve
into various historical events, figures, and themes at their convenience.
From well-known historians to passionate educators, many have taken to
YouTube to share their insights, research, and interpretations of history. In
this article, we will explore some of the best history lectures available on
YouTube, categorizing them by themes and providing recommendations for those
eager to expand their historical understanding.

Why YouTube for History Lectures?

YouTube is a unique platform that combines visual and auditory learning,
making it an ideal medium for history education. Here are some reasons why it
has become a go-to resource for history lectures:

- Accessibility: You can watch lectures anytime, anywhere, as long as you
have an internet connection.
- Variety of Perspectives: Different historians and educators provide a
multitude of viewpoints on historical events.
- Visual Aids: Many lectures incorporate maps, images, and video clips that
enhance understanding.
- Engagement: The interactive nature of YouTube allows viewers to engage
through comments and discussions.

Top Channels for History Lectures

There are several channels on YouTube dedicated to delivering high-quality
history content. Below are some of the most notable ones:

1. TED-Ed

TED-Ed is renowned for its educational content across various subjects,
including history. Their animated videos often break down complex historical
narratives into digestible segments.

- Highlights:
- Engaging animations that illustrate key concepts.
- Short duration (typically 5-10 minutes) making it easy to watch multiple
lectures.
- Topics cover a wide range, from ancient civilizations to modern history.



2. The Great Courses Plus

The Great Courses Plus is a subscription-based service that offers full-
length courses taught by university professors. However, they also provide
select lectures on YouTube for free.

- Highlights:
- In-depth lectures with a scholarly approach.
- Topics range from specific historical figures to broader themes like
revolutions or wars.
- Quality production and expert insight.

3. CrashCourse

CrashCourse, created by John and Hank Green, offers a fun and engaging way to
learn about history through a series of fast-paced and humorous videos.

- Highlights:
- Covers world history, U.S. history, and European history.
- Each episode is around 10-15 minutes long, making complex subjects
approachable.
- Informative yet entertaining, appealing to a younger audience.

4. YaleCourses

YaleCourses provides full-length, university-level lectures from Yale
University’s history department, giving viewers access to high-caliber
educational content.

- Highlights:
- Extensive courses covering diverse historical periods and topics.
- Lectures often last an hour or more, providing in-depth analysis.
- Offers a more traditional academic experience.

5. Kings and Generals

Kings and Generals focuses on military history, using animated maps and
graphics to explain battles, strategies, and historical conflicts.

- Highlights:
- Engaging animations that visualize complex battles and strategies.
- Deep dives into specific wars and historical periods.
- Clear narration and thorough research.



Notable Lectures to Check Out

While the channels mentioned above provide a wealth of content, certain
individual lectures stand out for their depth, insight, and popularity. Here
are some notable mentions:

1. "The Silk Road: Connecting the East and West" by
YaleCourses

This lecture delves into the historical significance of the Silk Road,
exploring trade routes, cultural exchanges, and the impact on civilizations.

- Why Watch:
- Learn about the interconnectedness of different cultures.
- Understand the economic and social implications of trade.
- Historical context that is relevant to understanding globalization today.

2. "The Russian Revolution" by CrashCourse

This episode provides a breakdown of the events leading to the Russian
Revolution, its key figures, and its long-lasting effects.

- Why Watch:
- Short and engaging format that keeps viewers interested.
- Insightful explanations of complex political changes.
- Relatable to contemporary discussions about revolution and change.

3. "Understanding World War I" by The Great Courses
Plus

An extensive lecture that covers the causes, major battles, and consequences
of World War I, providing a thorough overview of this pivotal conflict.

- Why Watch:
- Comprehensive analysis of a significant historical event.
- Insight into the political landscape of the early 20th century.
- Helps contextualize modern geopolitical issues.

4. "The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire" by Kings
and Generals



This series of lectures explores the history of Rome, detailing its
expansion, governance, and eventual decline.

- Why Watch:
- Engaging visual storytelling of Roman history.
- Understand the complexities of empire and governance.
- Relevant lessons on power dynamics that resonate today.

How to Choose the Right Lecture

With so many options available on YouTube, it can be challenging to determine
which lectures to choose. Here are some tips to help you find the right
content for your needs:

1. Identify Your Interests: Determine what time period or theme you are most
interested in, whether it’s ancient history, modern history, military
history, or cultural studies.

2. Check for Credibility: Look for lectures by established historians or
educators affiliated with reputable institutions. This ensures the
information is accurate and reliable.

3. Read Reviews and Comments: The YouTube community often shares insights
about the quality of a lecture. Reading comments can help gauge the
effectiveness of the presentation.

4. Explore Playlists: Many channels organize their content into playlists
based on themes or series. This can help you follow a structured learning
path.

5. Consider Your Learning Style: If you prefer quick overviews, look for
shorter videos. If you want in-depth information, seek out longer lectures.

Conclusion

The best history lectures on YouTube offer a unique opportunity to explore
the past in an engaging and accessible way. With a plethora of channels and
individual lectures to choose from, history enthusiasts can find content that
suits their interests and learning preferences. Whether you’re looking for a
quick overview of a historical event or a comprehensive analysis of a
significant period, YouTube has something to offer. So grab your notebook,
find a comfortable spot, and embark on a journey through time with the wealth
of historical knowledge available at your fingertips.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best channels for history
lectures on YouTube?
Some of the best channels include 'CrashCourse', 'The Great Courses Plus',
'History Time', and 'Kings and Generals'. Each offers engaging and
informative content on various historical topics.

Are there any specific history lectures focused on
World War II on YouTube?
Yes, channels like 'The History Channel', 'Simple History', and 'Timeline -
World History Documentaries' offer in-depth lectures and documentaries
specifically about World War II.

How can I find university-level history lectures on
YouTube?
You can search for channels like 'YaleCourses', 'MIT OpenCourseWare', or
'Harvard University' that post full-length lectures from actual history
courses taught by professors.

What types of history topics are popular in YouTube
lectures?
Popular topics include ancient civilizations, modern history, military
history, social movements, and cultural history, often presented through
engaging storytelling and visuals.

Are there any notable history lecture series on
YouTube?
Yes, the 'Great Courses' series on various historical topics is highly
regarded, along with 'The Teaching Company' which offers a wide array of
subjects and themes.

Can I find lectures on specific historical figures
on YouTube?
Absolutely! Channels like 'Biography' and 'PBS' provide detailed lectures and
documentaries focusing on significant historical figures such as Winston
Churchill, Cleopatra, and Martin Luther King Jr.



What should I look for in a quality history lecture
on YouTube?
Look for lectures that are well-researched, presented by knowledgeable
historians or educators, and that use engaging visuals and storytelling to
enhance understanding.

Is there a way to incorporate YouTube history
lectures into my studies?
Yes, you can use them as supplementary material for your readings, take notes
during the lectures, and even participate in discussions or online forums
related to the topics covered.
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