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Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal Emperor, ruled over the Indian subcontinent from 1658 until
his death in 1707. He is one of the most controversial figures in Indian history, known for
his expansionist policies and his strict adherence to Islamic principles. His reign marked
the height of the Mughal Empire, yet it also laid the foundations for its eventual decline.
This article delves into the life, reign, and legacy of Aurangzeb, providing a comprehensive
overview of his biography.

Early Life and Background

Aurangzeb was born on November 3, 1618, in Dahod, Gujarat, to Emperor Shah Jahan and
his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. He was the third son among the couple's fourteen children. His
upbringing was characterized by the opulence of the Mughal court, where he received a
comprehensive education that included literature, theology, and military strategy.

Aurangzeb's early life was significantly influenced by his father, Shah Jahan, who was
known for his architectural marvels, including the Taj Mahal, built in memory of his wife.
However, Aurangzeb's strict adherence to Islamic beliefs and his interest in governance
and military affairs set him apart from his father.

Rise to Power

Aurangzeb's ascent to the throne was marked by familial strife and political intrigue. His
father, Shah Jahan, fell ill in 1657, leading to a battle for succession among his sons.
Aurangzeb, alongside his brothers, engaged in a power struggle that culminated in the de
facto imprisonment of Shah Jahan.

In 1658, Aurangzeb emerged victorious after defeating his brothers, Dara Shikoh, Shuja,
and Murad. He ascended to the throne and took the title “Alamgir,” meaning "World
Seizer." His reign began with promises of justice and piety, but it soon transformed into a
period of rigidity and conflict.

Reign as Emperor

Aurangzeb's reign is often characterized by two significant themes: expansion and
religious orthodoxy.



Expansion of the Empire

Under Aurangzeb's rule, the Mughal Empire reached its greatest territorial extent. His
military campaigns extended the empire southward into the Deccan Plateau, resulting in
the annexation of several kingdoms, including:

1. Golconda (1687)
2. Bijapur (1686)
3. Maratha Empire (Ongoing conflict)

Aurangzeb employed various strategies to maintain control over these regions, including
diplomacy, warfare, and the establishment of a robust administrative system. However, his
relentless military campaigns drained the empire's resources and led to widespread
dissent among the local populations.

Religious Policies

Aurangzeb's religious policies diverged sharply from those of his predecessors. While
previous emperors had practiced a more syncretic approach to governance, Aurangzeb
was known for his orthodox Islamic beliefs. Key aspects of his religious policies included:

1. Reinstatement of the Jizya Tax: Aurangzeb reimposed the jizya, a tax levied on non-
Muslims, which had been abolished by Akbar, his great-grandfather. This decision
alienated many Hindu subjects and fueled resentment.
2. Destruction of Temples: Aurangzeb is often criticized for ordering the destruction of
several Hindu temples, including the Keshav Rai Temple in Mathura and the Vishwanath
Temple in Varanasi. These actions were perceived as a direct attack on Hindu culture and
faith.
3. Promotion of Islamic Law: Aurangzeb sought to implement Sharia law more rigorously,
leading to increased restrictions on non-Muslims and the promotion of Islamic values.

Despite these measures, Aurangzeb's policies were not uniformly successful. His attempts
to convert non-Muslims met with limited success, and resistance from various
communities grew stronger over time.

Challenges and Conflicts

Aurangzeb's reign was marked by several significant challenges and conflicts that
contributed to the decline of the Mughal Empire.

Maratha Wars

The Maratha Empire, under the leadership of figures like Shivaji and later, his successors,
posed a significant challenge to Mughal authority. The Marathas employed guerrilla



tactics, which proved effective against Aurangzeb's larger armies. The conflicts with the
Marathas lasted for decades and drained the empire's resources, leading to significant
military and economic strains.

Sikh Resistance

Aurangzeb’s religious policies also led to tensions with the Sikh community. Guru Tegh
Bahadur was executed under Aurangzeb's orders for opposing forced conversions. This act
incited further resentment and resistance from Sikhs, culminating in the establishment of
the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh, a movement that aimed to protect and promote Sikh
identity and rights.

Regional Rebellions

Numerous regional rebellions erupted during Aurangzeb's reign, fueled by dissatisfaction
with Mughal rule and its oppressive policies. Notable uprisings included:

- The Bundela Rebellion: Led by Chhatrasal, this rebellion highlighted the discontent
among Rajput clans.
- The Ahom Kingdom: In northeastern India, the Ahoms resisted Mughal expansion for
over 17 years.

These revolts strained Mughal resources and showcased the growing fragmentation of the
empire.

Later Years and Death

In his later years, Aurangzeb faced increasing challenges both politically and personally.
His health began to decline, and he became increasingly isolated. The empire that he had
worked so hard to expand began to unravel, as regional governors and nobles gained
power and authority.

Aurangzeb died on March 3, 1707, in Aurangabad, Deccan. His last words were reportedly
a plea for forgiveness and a reminder of the impermanence of life. Aurangzeb was buried
in a simple grave, in stark contrast to the elaborate tombs of his predecessors.

Legacy

Aurangzeb's legacy is complex and multifaceted. While he is remembered as a powerful
and effective ruler who expanded the Mughal Empire to its zenith, his reign is also
characterized by controversy and division. His orthodox policies and military campaigns
contributed significantly to the eventual decline of the Mughal Empire.



The socio-political landscape of India was forever altered by Aurangzeb's reign. His
policies not only intensified existing religious divides but also sowed the seeds of
resistance that would culminate in the rise of regional powers and the eventual British
colonization of India.

Conclusion

The biography of Aurangzeb Mughal Emperor illustrates the complexities of leadership in
a diverse and vast empire. His legacy continues to spark debate among historians and
scholars, reflecting the multifaceted nature of his rule and the intricate tapestry of Indian
history. Understanding Aurangzeb's life and reign offers valuable insights into the
dynamics of power, religion, and culture in the Indian subcontinent during the 17th
century.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Aurangzeb and when did he rule as Mughal
Emperor?
Aurangzeb was the sixth Mughal Emperor who ruled from 1658 to 1707. He is known for
expanding the empire to its greatest territorial extent.

What were some key policies implemented by Aurangzeb
during his reign?
Aurangzeb is known for his strict adherence to Islamic law, the reimposition of the jizya
tax on non-Muslims, and efforts to expand the empire through military campaigns.

How did Aurangzeb's rule impact the Indian
subcontinent?
Aurangzeb's rule is often viewed as a period of cultural and religious strife, leading to
increased tensions between Hindus and Muslims and contributing to the eventual decline
of the Mughal Empire.

What were Aurangzeb's contributions to architecture?
Aurangzeb commissioned several notable structures, including the Badshahi Mosque in
Lahore and the Bibi Ka Maqbara in Aurangabad, which resemble the Taj Mahal's
grandeur.

How did Aurangzeb's approach to governance differ



from his predecessors?
Unlike his predecessors, Aurangzeb pursued a more orthodox Islamic policy and was less
tolerant of other religions, which led to significant changes in the administration and
cultural dynamics of the empire.

What led to the decline of the Mughal Empire after
Aurangzeb's death?
Aurangzeb's death in 1707 marked the beginning of the empire's decline, as his policies
alienated various communities, leading to internal rebellions and the fragmentation of the
empire.

What is the legacy of Aurangzeb in modern India?
Aurangzeb's legacy is complex; some view him as a symbol of religious intolerance, while
others argue he was a capable ruler who expanded the empire's territory and influence.
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