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Navigating the rigorous process of investment banking interviews can be daunting for many
candidates. The BIWS Investment Banking Interview Guide is a comprehensive resource designed to
equip aspiring investment bankers with the knowledge and skills necessary to excel in interviews.
This guide covers various topics, including technical skills, behavioral questions, and the overall
interview process, ensuring that candidates are well-prepared for this competitive field.

Understanding the Investment Banking Interview
Process

Investment banking interviews typically consist of multiple rounds, each designed to assess different
competencies. The process generally includes:

1. Initial Screening: This may involve a phone or video interview where recruiters gauge your
interest in the field, your background, and your understanding of the role.

2. Technical Interviews: These interviews focus on financial knowledge, valuation techniques, and
analytical skills. Candidates should expect to answer questions related to financial modeling,
accounting principles, and market trends.

3. Behavioral Interviews: Here, interviewers assess candidates’ soft skills, including teamwork,
leadership, and problem-solving capabilities. Questions often revolve around past experiences and
how candidates handle challenges.

4. Final Round: This may include case studies or group exercises, where candidates are evaluated on
their ability to work collaboratively and think critically under pressure.

Technical Skills Required for Investment Banking
Interviews

Technical skills are crucial for success in investment banking, and candidates must be well-versed in
several key areas:

Financial Modeling

Financial modeling is the backbone of investment banking. Candidates should be proficient in
creating financial models that project a company's future financial performance. This includes:

- Three-Statement Models: Understanding how to link the income statement, balance sheet, and



cash flow statement.
- Discounted Cash Flow (DCF) Analysis: Mastering the process of valuing a company based on its
expected future cash flows.
- Comparable Company Analysis: Learning how to analyze and value companies based on peer
performance metrics.
- Precedent Transactions Analysis: Understanding how to assess past transactions in similar
industries for valuation purposes.

Valuation Techniques

Candidates should be familiar with various valuation methods, including:

- Market Capitalization: Calculating a company's market value based on its share price and number
of outstanding shares.
- Enterprise Value (EV): Understanding the total value of a business, considering its equity and debt.
- EBITDA Multiples: Utilizing earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization as a
valuation metric.

Accounting Knowledge

A solid grasp of accounting principles is essential. Candidates should be able to explain:

- The differences between GAAP and IFRS.
- How different accounting treatments can impact financial statements.
- The implications of various accounting ratios on a company's financial health.

Behavioral Questions: Preparing for the Soft Skills
Assessment

Behavioral interviews are designed to assess how candidates handle various situations in a work
environment. Here are common topics and questions to prepare for:

Common Behavioral Questions

1. Tell me about yourself.
- This is often the opening question. Provide a concise summary of your educational background,
work experience, and interest in investment banking.

2. Describe a challenge you faced and how you overcame it.
- Use the STAR method (Situation, Task, Action, Result) to structure your response.

3. What motivates you to work in investment banking?



- Articulate your passion for finance and the aspects of investment banking that appeal to you.

4. Describe a time when you worked in a team.
- Highlight your ability to collaborate and communicate effectively with others.

5. How do you handle stress and tight deadlines?
- Discuss specific strategies you employ to manage stress in high-pressure environments.

Tips for Answering Behavioral Questions

- Be Honest: Authenticity resonates with interviewers.
- Use Specific Examples: Concrete experiences illustrate your skills and competencies.
- Reflect on Your Experiences: Prepare by reviewing your resume and identifying key experiences
that showcase your abilities.

Practical Tips for Interview Preparation

Preparation is key to succeeding in investment banking interviews. Here are several practical tips to
consider:

Create a Study Plan

- Dedicate time each week to review technical concepts, practice financial modeling, and study
valuation techniques.
- Allocate time for behavioral question preparation and mock interviews.

Practice with Mock Interviews

- Conduct mock interviews with friends or mentors in the industry to gain feedback on your
responses and presentation.
- Use online resources to simulate interview conditions.

Networking and Research

- Reach out to professionals in the industry for informational interviews. This can provide valuable
insights into the interview process and company culture.
- Research the firms you are interviewing with, including their recent deals, market position, and
values.



Resources for Further Study

Several resources can aid in your preparation for investment banking interviews:

1. Books:
- Investment Banking: Valuation, Leveraged Buyouts, and Mergers & Acquisitions by Joshua
Rosenbaum and Joshua Pearl.
- The Vault Guide to Finance Interviews.

2. Online Courses:
- Websites like Coursera and Udemy offer courses on financial modeling and valuation techniques.
- Wall Street Prep and Breaking Into Wall Street (BIWS) provide comprehensive training programs
specifically for investment banking.

3. Practice Guides:
- Utilize online platforms that offer practice questions and case studies tailored for investment
banking interviews.

Conclusion

The BIWS Investment Banking Interview Guide serves as a crucial tool for candidates preparing for
the competitive landscape of investment banking. By mastering technical skills, preparing for
behavioral questions, and utilizing effective study strategies, candidates can enhance their chances
of success in interviews. Remember that thorough preparation combined with a passion for finance
will set you apart in this challenging yet rewarding field. Embrace the journey, and best of luck in
your investment banking interview preparation!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the BIWS Investment Banking Interview Guide?
The BIWS Investment Banking Interview Guide is a comprehensive resource designed to help
candidates prepare for investment banking interviews, covering technical concepts, behavioral
questions, and case studies.

What topics does the BIWS guide cover?
The guide covers a range of topics including financial modeling, valuation techniques, accounting
principles, M&A processes, and LBO structuring, as well as behavioral interview preparation.

How can I access the BIWS Investment Banking Interview
Guide?
The BIWS guide can be accessed through the Breaking Into Wall Street website, where users can



purchase the guide and download the materials for study.

Is the BIWS guide suitable for beginners?
Yes, the BIWS guide is designed for users of all levels, providing foundational knowledge for
beginners while also offering advanced insights for experienced candidates.

What are some key features of the BIWS Investment Banking
Interview Guide?
Key features include video tutorials, practice questions, downloadable templates, and access to a
community forum for peer support and networking.

Does the BIWS guide provide sample interview questions?
Yes, the guide includes a variety of sample interview questions, both technical and behavioral, to
help candidates practice and prepare effectively.

How does the BIWS guide help with technical interview
preparation?
The guide provides detailed explanations of critical technical concepts, along with examples and
practice problems to help candidates master the material.

Can the BIWS guide help with networking for investment
banking jobs?
While the primary focus is on interview preparation, the guide also offers tips on networking
strategies and building relationships within the investment banking industry.

What is the duration of the video content in the BIWS guide?
The video content in the BIWS guide typically spans several hours, covering all essential topics in
depth to enhance understanding and retention.

Are there any success stories from users of the BIWS guide?
Yes, many users have reported successful placements in top investment banks after using the BIWS
guide, citing its comprehensive approach and practical insights as key factors in their preparation.
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