bill johnson hosting the presence

Bill Johnson hosting the presence has become a significant aspect of modern Christian worship
and spiritual growth. As the Senior Leader of Bethel Church in Redding, California, Bill Johnson has
long been recognized for his deep commitment to the presence of God and the development of a
culture that honors and seeks after it. Under his leadership, Bethel Church has grown into a hub of
revival and a source of inspiration for many believers around the world. In this article, we will explore
the concept of "hosting the presence," its biblical foundations, practical applications, and its impact
on the church and individual believers.

Understanding the Concept of Hosting the Presence

To "host the presence" refers to creating an environment that welcomes and nurtures the presence of
God. This idea centers around the belief that God desires to dwell among His people, and that through
worship, prayer, and intentionality, believers can invite His presence into their lives and communities.

The Biblical Foundation

The concept of hosting God's presence is rooted in several key biblical passages:

1. Exodus 33:14 - God tells Moses, "My Presence will go with you, and | will give you rest." This verse
highlights the importance of God's presence in the journey of His people.

2. Psalm 100:4 - "Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise." This scripture
emphasizes the approach to God through gratitude and reverence, which sets the stage for

experiencing His presence.

3. Matthew 18:20 - Jesus promises, "For where two or three gather in my name, there am | with
them." This verse illustrates that God’s presence is especially powerful in communal worship.

4. Acts 2:1-4 - The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost demonstrates the transformative power
of God’s presence in the lives of believers.

Bill Johnson's Approach to Hosting the Presence

Bill Johnson's teachings on hosting the presence of God are deeply influential within the charismatic
movement and beyond. His approach combines biblical principles with practical applications, offering
believers a pathway to experiencing God in tangible ways.

Key Principles of Hosting the Presence



1. Worship as a Gateway: Johnson emphasizes that worship is the primary means of inviting God's
presence. Through music, song, and heartfelt worship, believers can create an atmosphere conducive
to experiencing God.

2. Intimacy with God: Cultivating a personal relationship with God is essential. Johnson teaches that
knowing God intimately allows believers to recognize and respond to His presence more readily.

3. Faith and Expectation: Hosting the presence requires faith. Johnson encourages Christians to
approach God with expectation, believing that He will manifest His presence in their lives and
gatherings.

4. Community and Unity: The presence of God is often more palpable in a community setting. Johnson

highlights the importance of unity among believers, as it creates a stronger environment for God's
presence to manifest.

Practical Steps to Host the Presence

If you're interested in hosting the presence of God in your life or community, consider these practical
steps:

1. Create a Worshipful Atmosphere

- Set the Environment: Use music, lighting, and decor that evoke a sense of reverence and peace.
- Engage in Worship: Participate in singing, prayer, and other forms of worship regularly.

2. Develop a Personal Prayer Life

- Daily Devotions: Spend time in the Word and prayer each day to deepen your relationship with God.
- Listen: Make space for silence and listening in your prayer time, allowing God to speak to your heart.

3. Foster Community

- Gather Regularly: Create opportunities for believers to come together in prayer and worship.
- Encourage Unity: Promote love and forgiveness within the community to strengthen the bonds
among believers.

4. Expect the Unexpected

- Be Open to God's Movement: Be willing to embrace the spontaneous and unexpected ways in which
God might move in your gatherings.
- Share Testimonies: Encourage sharing stories of how God has moved, which can build faith and



anticipation for what He will do next.

The Impact of Hosting the Presence

The practice of hosting the presence has profound implications for both individuals and the wider
church community.

Transformation in Individual Lives

1. Healing and Deliverance: Many have reported experiencing physical and emotional healing when
God's presence is manifest during worship and prayer.

2. Increased Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit: Regularly hosting God's presence can sharpen believers'
awareness of the Holy Spirit’s guidance in their daily lives.

3. Enhanced Spiritual Growth: Individuals often find themselves growing deeper in their faith and
understanding of God’s character through encounters with His presence.

Revival and Church Growth

1. Increased Attendance: Churches that prioritize hosting the presence often see growth as people are
drawn to the palpable atmosphere of God's love and power.

2. Empowerment for Ministry: When the presence of God is honored, believers are often empowered
to step into their God-given gifts and callings, leading to a more active and engaged congregation.

3. Cultural Impact: A church that hosts the presence of God can impact its community, bringing
transformation and hope to those around it.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Bill Johnson hosting the presence is more than a concept; it is a lifestyle that
invites believers into a deeper relationship with God. By understanding the biblical foundations,
embracing practical steps, and recognizing the transformative power of hosting the presence,
individuals and communities can experience a profound shift in their spiritual lives. As we seek to
honor God's presence, we open ourselves to the incredible work He can do in and through us, creating
a vibrant culture of faith that impacts the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Bill Johnson in the context of 'Hosting the Presence'?

Bill Johnson is the senior leader of Bethel Church in Redding, California, and an influential figure in the
charismatic Christian movement. 'Hosting the Presence’ refers to his teachings on cultivating a
relationship with the Holy Spirit.

What does 'Hosting the Presence' mean?

'Hosting the Presence' refers to creating an environment where the presence of God is welcomed,
experienced, and honored, often through worship, prayer, and community.

What are some key principles of Bill Johnson's 'Hosting the
Presence' teachings?

Key principles include valuing intimacy with God, understanding the role of the Holy Spirit, practicing
a lifestyle of worship, and fostering an atmosphere of faith and expectation.

How has 'Hosting the Presence’ influenced modern worship
practices?

'Hosting the Presence' has led many churches and worship leaders to prioritize the experience of
God's presence during services, often incorporating spontaneous worship and prophetic elements.

What resources are available for those interested in Bill
Johnson's teachings on 'Hosting the Presence'?

Resources include Bill Johnson's books, such as 'Hosting the Presence’, online sermons, courses
offered by Bethel Church, and various teaching materials available through their media outlets.

Can you describe a typical worship experience centered
around 'Hosting the Presence'?

A typical worship experience involves extended periods of worship music, prayer, teaching focused on
the Holy Spirit, and opportunities for personal ministry and prophetic words.

What are some criticisms of 'Hosting the Presence' and Bill
Johnson's teachings?

Critics often raise concerns about the emphasis on experiences over scripture, the potential for
emotional manipulation, and the theological implications of some charismatic practices.

How do followers of Bill Johnson describe their experiences
with 'Hosting the Presence'?

Many followers describe transformative encounters with God, increased awareness of His presence,
healing, and a deeper sense of community and purpose within their faith.



Is 'Hosting the Presence’' applicable to all Christian
denominations?

'Hosting the Presence' primarily resonates within charismatic and Pentecostal circles, but many
principles can be adapted and appreciated by Christians from various denominations seeking a
deeper relationship with God.
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