
biggest upsets in boxing history

The biggest upsets in boxing history have often reshaped the landscape of the sport, demonstrating

that anything can happen in the ring. Boxing, with its rich history and unpredictable nature, has seen

numerous fights where underdogs have triumphed over champions, leaving fans and analysts alike in

shock. This article will delve into some of the most significant upsets in boxing history, exploring the

context, the fighters involved, and the lasting impact of these monumental events.

Defining an Upset in Boxing

An upset in boxing occurs when a fighter, often seen as the underdog, defeats a heavily favored

opponent. These upsets can stem from various factors, including tactical execution, mental fortitude, or

sheer luck. The unpredictability of these outcomes is what makes boxing so compelling and has

contributed to the sport’s rich narrative history.

Key Factors Leading to Upsets

Several elements can lead to an upset in boxing:

Preparation: A fighter’s training regimen, strategy, and physical condition play crucial roles in

their performance.

Mindset: Mental toughness can often be the deciding factor, especially when facing a more

experienced opponent.

Styles Make Fights: Sometimes, a fighter's style is simply more effective against a particular



opponent.

External Factors: Injuries, weight issues, or distractions outside the ring can impact performance.

The Most Famous Upsets in Boxing History

While many fights could qualify, a few stand out as particularly shocking in the realm of boxing upsets.

1. Buster Douglas vs. Mike Tyson (1990)

One of the most famous upsets in boxing history occurred on February 11, 1990, when James

"Buster" Douglas faced the undefeated heavyweight champion Mike Tyson in Tokyo, Japan.

- Background: Tyson was the most feared fighter of his time, holding a record of 37-0, with 33 of those

wins coming by knockout. Douglas was a 42-to-1 underdog, having suffered a series of setbacks in his

career, including a previous loss to Tony Tucker.

- The Fight: In a stunning display of heart and determination, Douglas employed a calculated strategy,

using his jab to keep Tyson at bay. He knocked Tyson down in the tenth round, shocking the boxing

world. The fight ended with Douglas winning by knockout, capturing the WBC, WBA, and IBF

heavyweight titles.

- Impact: This upset ended Tyson's reign and is often cited as a turning point in boxing history. It

highlighted the unpredictability of the sport and the idea that any fighter can win on any given night.



2. Leon Spinks vs. Muhammad Ali (1978)

On February 15, 1978, Leon Spinks faced the legendary Muhammad Ali for the heavyweight title, and

what ensued was a remarkable upset.

- Background: Spinks was a relatively inexperienced fighter, having only seven professional bouts

under his belt. Ali, on the other hand, was a boxing icon and had just regained the heavyweight title.

- The Fight: Spinks surprised everyone with his relentless aggression and unconventional style,

ultimately winning the fight by a split decision.

- Impact: Spinks' victory not only crowned him as the heavyweight champion but also highlighted the

potential for new talent to emerge and challenge established legends.

3. Andrew Golota vs. Riddick Bowe (1996)

In a fight that would become infamous, Andrew Golota faced Riddick Bowe on July 11, 1996, in a bout

that was not only an upset but also marred by controversy.

- Background: Golota was seen as a skilled but flawed fighter, while Bowe was a former heavyweight

champion. Despite his talent, Golota was considered a long shot.

- The Fight: Golota dominated the early rounds, landing significant punches and showcasing his skill.

However, in a shocking turn of events, Golota’s frustration led him to foul Bowe repeatedly, resulting in

disqualification.

- Impact: While Golota lost the fight, his performance demonstrated his potential to compete at the

highest level, and it opened doors for him in the heavyweight division despite the controversy.



4. Jorge Arce vs. Wilfredo Vazquez Jr. (2013)

On March 16, 2013, Jorge Arce faced off against Wilfredo Vazquez Jr. for the WBO super

bantamweight title.

- Background: Arce, a seasoned veteran, was considered past his prime, while Vazquez was expected

to dominate, being younger and stronger.

- The Fight: Arce shocked everyone with his resilience and skill, ultimately winning the fight via a

unanimous decision.

- Impact: This victory not only revitalized Arce's career but also showcased that age and experience

can sometimes trump youth and strength in the boxing ring.

5. Holly Holm vs. Ronda Rousey (2015)

While technically not a boxing match, Holly Holm’s victory over Ronda Rousey at UFC 193 deserves

mention due to its significant crossover appeal to the boxing community.

- Background: Rousey was undefeated and widely regarded as one of the greatest fighters in mixed

martial arts history, while Holm was a former boxing champion with a strong background in striking.

- The Fight: Holm executed a flawless game plan, utilizing her boxing skills to land a head kick that

knocked Rousey out in the second round.

- Impact: This upset not only changed the landscape of women’s MMA but also sparked interest in the

crossover between boxing and MMA, showcasing the unpredictability of combat sports.



Conclusion

The biggest upsets in boxing history serve as a reminder of the sport's unpredictable nature and the

thrilling possibility that every fighter brings to the ring. From Buster Douglas’ iconic victory over Mike

Tyson to Holly Holm’s stunning defeat of Ronda Rousey, these moments have inspired generations of

fighters and fans alike. They illustrate that in boxing, anything can happen, and the underdog story

remains one of the sport's most captivating narratives. As boxing continues to evolve, it is likely that

new upsets will emerge, adding to the rich tapestry of its history and keeping fans on the edge of their

seats.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was considered the biggest upset in boxing history?

The biggest upset in boxing history is often cited as Buster Douglas defeating Mike Tyson in 1990,

where Douglas knocked Tyson out in the 10th round, ending Tyson's reign as the undisputed

heavyweight champion.

Which boxer shocked the world by defeating the heavily favored

champion in the 1978 fight?

Leon Spinks shocked the boxing world by defeating Muhammad Ali in a 15-round split decision on

February 15, 1978, becoming the heavyweight champion.

How did Andy Ruiz Jr. become an underdog hero against Anthony

Joshua?

Andy Ruiz Jr. became an underdog hero when he defeated Anthony Joshua on June 1, 2019, winning

by TKO in the seventh round, despite being a 25-1 underdog.



Which fight is known for the unexpected knockout of a reigning

champion in 2001?

In 2001, Hasim Rahman scored a stunning upset by knocking out Lennox Lewis in the fifth round,

claiming the heavyweight title.

What upset occurred in the 1995 bout between a former champion

and a lesser-known fighter?

In 1995, Oliver McCall defeated Lennox Lewis in a major upset, winning via TKO in the second round,

which shocked the boxing community.

Which fight in 2005 involved a champion losing his title to an

unheralded challenger?

In 2005, Jermain Taylor defeated Bernard Hopkins in a split decision, taking the middleweight title from

the long-reigning champion in a closely contested match.

What happened in the 1993 fight between Riddick Bowe and Evander

Holyfield?

In their first meeting in 1992, Riddick Bowe defeated Evander Holyfield to claim the heavyweight title,

marking a significant upset considering Holyfield's status as the former champion.

Which fighter's upset victory in 2016 changed the landscape of the

heavyweight division?

Tyson Fury's upset victory over Wladimir Klitschko in November 2015 changed the heavyweight

division, as Fury won by unanimous decision, ending Klitschko's long reign as champion.
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