
bill cosby kids say the darndest things
Bill Cosby Kids Say the Darndest Things is a phrase that resonates with generations of television
audiences, encapsulating the charm and humor found in children’s candid observations and innocent
perspectives. Bill Cosby, a prominent figure in American entertainment, popularized this concept
through his television specials and later in his own series, where he showcased the whimsical and
often hilarious things that children say. This article explores the origins of this beloved phrase, the
impact of Cosby's work on pop culture, and the continued relevance of children’s humor in today’s
society.

Origins of "Kids Say the Darndest Things"

The phrase itself has its roots in a segment from the 1950s television show "The Ed Sullivan Show,"
where Bill Cosby made his first major appearance. Cosby’s interactions with children, where they
would share their unfiltered thoughts, garnered immense popularity. This led him to create a special
segment dedicated to showcasing the funny and often profound things that children would say,
which later evolved into the television series "Kids Say the Darndest Things."

The Show’s Format

"Kids Say the Darndest Things," which first aired in 1996, featured Bill Cosby interviewing children
on various topics, often leading to unexpected and entertaining responses. The format was simple
yet effective:

1. Interviews: Cosby would sit down with children, asking them questions about life, family, and
their understanding of the world.
2. Sketches: The show included comedic sketches that illustrated the children’s responses, adding a
visual element to their humor.
3. Audience Interaction: The laughter and reactions from the live audience contributed to the overall
atmosphere of joy and spontaneity.

These elements combined to create a delightful viewing experience, allowing audiences to see the
world through the eyes of children.

The Impact of Bill Cosby on Pop Culture

Cosby's influence on pop culture extends beyond just the phrase "Kids Say the Darndest Things." His
work has had a lasting impact on television and comedy, shaping how children are portrayed in
media.



Cultural Significance

1. Representation of Childhood: Cosby’s show provided a platform for children to be heard and
celebrated. It emphasized the importance of listening to young voices, highlighting their unique
perspectives.
2. Humor in Innocence: The series showcased the natural humor that can be found in innocence,
reminding adults of the joys of childhood. It also allowed parents to reflect on their own experiences
and memories of raising children.
3. Intergenerational Appeal: The show appealed to viewers of all ages, bridging the gap between
generations. Parents and grandparents could share the experience of watching the show with their
children, fostering family bonding.

Legacy in Comedy

The success of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" inspired other shows and comedians to explore
similar themes:

- Raising Children in Comedy: Many comedians began incorporating their experiences with children
into their routines, recognizing the humor that arises from parenting.
- Child-Centric Shows: Various television programs have emerged that focus on children’s voices,
such as "Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?" and "Little Big Shots."

These shows often draw on the same principles that made Cosby’s series successful: the innocence
of children combined with the humor of everyday life.

The Evolution of "Kids Say the Darndest Things"

While the original show aired from 1996 to 2000, the concept has evolved over the years. In 2019, a
revival of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" premiered, hosted by Tiffany Haddish. This revival
introduced a new generation to the charm of children’s candidness while maintaining the spirit of
the original series.

New Host, New Perspectives

Tiffany Haddish brought her unique energy and perspective to the show, creating a different
dynamic:

- Diverse Representation: Haddish’s background and comedic style added a fresh approach,
showcasing a wider range of cultural experiences.
- Modern Context: The revival addressed contemporary issues and questions that resonate with
today’s youth, reflecting changes in society and family dynamics.



The Timelessness of Children’s Humor

One of the reasons "Kids Say the Darndest Things" continues to resonate is the timelessness of
children’s humor. Children possess a unique ability to view the world in a way that is often unfiltered
and genuine. This leads to numerous humorous and insightful moments that can evoke laughter and
reflection.

Why Children Make Us Laugh

Children’s humor often stems from their innocence and lack of inhibition. Here are some reasons
why their remarks can be so funny:

1. Literal Interpretations: Children often take things at face value, leading to amusing
misunderstandings.
2. Unfiltered Honesty: Their honesty can be refreshing and surprising, as they aren’t afraid to speak
their minds.
3. Creative Imagination: Children’s imaginative thinking often leads to unexpected conclusions and
whimsical ideas.

Examples of Classic Quotes

Throughout the years, many quotes from children featured on the show have become legendary.
Here are a few classic examples:

- On Family: "My dad is like a superhero, but he doesn’t wear a cape. He wears pajamas!"
- On School: "Why do we have to learn math? I just want to know how to count my candy!"
- On Life: "I asked my mom what heaven is like, and she said it’s where you can eat as much ice
cream as you want. I’m going there!"

These quotes embody the essence of childhood humor, encapsulating the innocence and creativity of
young minds.

Conclusion

Bill Cosby Kids Say the Darndest Things is more than just a catchy phrase; it represents a
celebration of childhood that resonates across generations. Through Bill Cosby's work and its
subsequent revival, audiences are reminded of the beauty of children’s perspectives and the
laughter they bring to our lives. The timelessness of this concept continues to inspire comedians and
entertain families, ensuring that the whimsical observations of children remain a cherished part of
our culture for years to come. Whether through classic episodes or modern adaptations, the spirit of
children’s humor endures, inviting us all to pause, reflect, and enjoy the lighter side of life.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' hosted
by Bill Cosby?
The show features children sharing their humorous and often unexpected thoughts on various topics,
showcasing their innocence and unique perspectives.

How did Bill Cosby become associated with 'Kids Say the
Darndest Things'?
Bill Cosby originally hosted a segment of the same name on 'The Ed Sullivan Show' in the 1960s,
which later evolved into a standalone series.

What age group of children participated in 'Kids Say the
Darndest Things'?
The show typically featured children aged 5 to 10 years old, allowing for a wide range of candid and
funny responses.

What impact did 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' have on
family-oriented television?
The show brought a fresh, lighthearted take on family entertainment, emphasizing the humor found
in children's unfiltered thoughts.

Did 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' win any awards during its
run?
Yes, the show received several awards and nominations, including Emmy nominations for its unique
format and engaging content.

How did audiences react to Bill Cosby's hosting style on the
show?
Audiences appreciated Cosby's warm and approachable hosting style, which made the children feel
comfortable and encouraged them to be candid.

What were some memorable moments from 'Kids Say the
Darndest Things'?
Memorable moments include children sharing their hilarious misunderstandings of adult concepts
and their imaginative interpretations of everyday life.



What themes were commonly explored in the answers given by
children on the show?
Common themes included family dynamics, school experiences, and their views on societal norms,
often leading to humorous and insightful commentary.

How did 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' influence later
children's programming?
The show's format of featuring children’s perspectives influenced later programs that focus on kids’
humor and candid conversations, inspiring similar formats.

What is the legacy of 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' in the
context of Bill Cosby's career?
Despite the controversies surrounding Bill Cosby later in his career, 'Kids Say the Darndest Things'
remains a significant part of his legacy, highlighting his connection with family-oriented
entertainment.
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