
biennial flight review questions and
answers

Biennial flight review questions and answers are essential components for
pilots to maintain their currency and proficiency. The FAA mandates that
pilots undergo a biennial flight review (BFR) every two years to ensure they
are current with the latest regulations, procedures, and best practices in
aviation. This article will provide an in-depth look at common questions
related to the BFR, along with detailed answers to help pilots prepare for
their review and enhance their flying skills.

Understanding the Biennial Flight Review

What is a Biennial Flight Review?

A biennial flight review is a requirement set forth by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) that mandates pilots to undergo a flight review every 24
calendar months. The purpose of the BFR is to ensure that pilots remain
proficient in their flying skills and are knowledgeable about current
regulations and procedures.

Key Components of a BFR:

1. Flight Review: The pilot must demonstrate their flying skills to a
certified flight instructor (CFI) or another qualified person.
2. Ground Instruction: The review includes ground instruction covering flight
regulations, airspace, and aircraft operations.
3. Duration: The flight review must be at least one hour of flight training
and one hour of ground training.

Who Needs a Biennial Flight Review?

Any pilot who holds a private pilot certificate or higher is required to
complete a BFR every two years. This includes:

- Private Pilots
- Commercial Pilots
- Airline Transport Pilots (ATPs)
- Flight Instructors

However, specific exemptions may apply if a pilot has completed certain types
of flight training or has flown a minimum number of hours in the preceding
two years.

Common Questions about Biennial Flight Reviews



1. What is the purpose of a BFR?

The primary purposes of a biennial flight review are:

- Safety: To ensure pilots are current with safety protocols and best
practices.
- Regulatory Compliance: To meet FAA requirements for pilot currency.
- Skill Enhancement: To provide a structured opportunity for pilots to
refresh their skills and knowledge.

2. How long does a BFR take?

The duration of a BFR can vary based on the pilot's experience and the
instructor's approach. Typically, a BFR consists of at least:

- One hour of ground training
- One hour of flight training

However, many pilots may spend additional time reviewing specific skills or
discussing complex regulations, resulting in a longer session.

3. What topics are covered during the ground portion
of a BFR?

The ground portion of the BFR typically includes discussions on various
topics, such as:

- Regulations: Review of relevant FARs (Federal Aviation Regulations).
- Weather: Understanding meteorological conditions and how they affect
flight.
- Aircraft Systems: Familiarity with the aircraft’s systems and emergency
procedures.
- Flight Planning: Basics of flight planning, including weight and balance,
fuel requirements, and navigation.
- Airspace: Knowledge of different airspace classifications and their
associated rules.

4. What skills are evaluated during the flight
portion of a BFR?

During the flight portion, instructors will assess a range of skills,
including:

- Takeoff and Landing: Proficiency in performing safe takeoffs and landings.
- Emergency Procedures: Handling emergencies such as engine failures or
system malfunctions.
- Navigation: Demonstrating competency in navigating using visual references
and instruments.
- Maneuvering: Executing maneuvers like stalls, steep turns, and slow flight.
- Communication: Effective communication with Air Traffic Control (ATC) and
understanding radio procedures.



5. What if a pilot does not complete a BFR on time?

If a pilot fails to complete their BFR within the 24-month period, they are
no longer considered current and cannot legally act as pilot-in-command (PIC)
of an aircraft. However, they can regain their currency by completing a BFR
with a qualified instructor. It’s essential for pilots to keep track of their
review dates to avoid lapses in currency.

Preparing for Your Biennial Flight Review

Tips for Effective Preparation

1. Review Regulations: Familiarize yourself with the latest FAA regulations
that pertain to your flying.
2. Practice Maneuvers: Spend time practicing essential flight maneuvers to
boost your confidence and proficiency.
3. Stay Current with Weather: Understand how various weather conditions can
impact flight safety and performance.
4. Read Publications: Review aviation publications, such as the Aeronautical
Information Manual (AIM) and the Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge.
5. Simulate Scenarios: Consider using a flight simulator to practice
emergency procedures and maneuvers in a controlled environment.

What to Expect During Your BFR

During your BFR, you can expect a systematic evaluation of your skills.
Here’s what typically happens:

- Introduction: The instructor will discuss the structure of the BFR and any
specific areas you wish to focus on.
- Ground Review: You’ll engage in a discussion covering various topics,
ensuring you understand current regulations and procedures.
- Flight Evaluation: You’ll take to the air, where the instructor will assess
your flying skills.
- Feedback Session: After the flight, the instructor will provide
constructive feedback and identify areas for improvement.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Can I combine my BFR with other training?

Yes, many pilots choose to combine their BFR with additional training, such
as instrument rating training or flight reviews for complex or high-
performance aircraft. This approach can help maximize the time spent with an
instructor.



2. Do I need a BFR for each type of aircraft I fly?

A BFR is generally required for the specific category and class of aircraft
you are flying. If you transition to a new category or class (e.g., from
single-engine land to multi-engine), you may need to complete additional
training or a separate BFR for that aircraft type.

3. Can I conduct my BFR with an instructor I have
never flown with before?

Yes, you can conduct your BFR with any qualified instructor. It’s recommended
to choose someone who is familiar with your aircraft type and has a good
reputation for providing thorough reviews.

4. Is there a fee associated with a BFR?

Yes, pilots should expect to pay for the instructor’s time, which can vary
based on location and experience. Additionally, there may be fees for
aircraft rental if you do not own the aircraft used for the review.

5. What happens if I fail my BFR?

If you do not meet the required standards during your BFR, the instructor
will provide feedback and suggest areas for improvement. You can schedule
additional training sessions to work on these skills before attempting the
BFR again.

Conclusion

Biennial flight review questions and answers provide valuable insights into
the requirements and expectations surrounding BFRs. By understanding the
purpose and components of the review, preparing effectively, and knowing what
to expect, pilots can enhance their flying skills and remain compliant with
FAA regulations. Regular participation in BFRs not only fulfills legal
obligations but also promotes aviation safety and proficiency, ultimately
benefiting pilots and their passengers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a biennial flight review (BFR)?

A biennial flight review is a mandatory flight review required by the FAA for
pilots to demonstrate their flying skills and knowledge every two years to
maintain their pilot certification.



What are the main components of a BFR?

A BFR typically includes a review of flight knowledge, a flight review with
an instructor, and a demonstration of various maneuvers including takeoffs,
landings, and emergency procedures.

How long does a BFR usually take?

A BFR usually takes about 1 to 2 hours for the ground portion and 1 to 2
hours for the flight portion, depending on the pilot's experience and the
instructor's assessment.

Can a BFR be done in a simulator?

Yes, a portion of the BFR can be conducted in a simulator, especially for
instrument-rated pilots, as long as the instructor and pilot agree on the
maneuvers to be practiced.

What happens if a pilot fails their BFR?

If a pilot fails their BFR, they will need to complete additional training
with an instructor and retake the review until they successfully demonstrate
the required skills.

Are there any exemptions to the BFR requirement?

Yes, certain pilots, such as those who have completed a flight review as part
of a flight instructor renewal or under specific FAA programs, may be exempt
from the BFR requirement.

What documents should a pilot bring to their BFR?

Pilots should bring their pilot certificate, medical certificate, logbook,
and any relevant training records or endorsements to the BFR.
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