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Best Served Cold is a masterful work by acclaimed author Joe Abercrombie,
known for his ability to weave complex characters and intricate plots into a
tapestry of dark fantasy. Released in 2009, this novel is a standalone entry
in Abercrombie's First Law universe, offering readers a thrilling journey
filled with revenge, betrayal, and moral ambiguity. In this article, we will
explore the key themes, characters, and the overall impact of Best Served
Cold, highlighting what makes it a significant work in contemporary fantasy
literature.

Overview of the Story

Best Served Cold follows the tale of Monza Murcatto, a fierce mercenary known
for her skills in battle and her ruthless demeanor. The story is set in the
war-torn land of Styria, a place rife with political intrigue and brutality.
After being betrayed by her employer, the Duke of Talins, Monza is left for
dead but miraculously survives. Fueled by a thirst for vengeance, she embarks
on a bloody quest to exact revenge on those who wronged her.

Setting and World-Building

Abercrombie’s world is rich and immersive, characterized by its gritty
realism and moral complexity. Styria, the setting for Best Served Cold, plays
a crucial role in shaping the narrative. Here are some key aspects of the
world-building:

1. Brutality of Warfare: The novel captures the harsh realities of conflict,
where loyalty is fleeting and survival often comes at a significant cost.

2. Political Intrigue: The story is interwoven with the machinations of
various factions and the power struggles among nobles. Alliances are fragile,
and betrayal lurks around every corner.

3. Cultural Richness: Each location within Styria has its own customs and
traditions, contributing to the depth of the narrative. This cultural
diversity enhances the complexity of the characters and their motivations.

Key Themes

Best Served Cold is not just a tale of revenge; it delves into several
profound themes that resonate throughout the narrative. Here are some of the
prominent themes explored in the novel:



Revenge and Its Consequences

At the heart of the story is Monza’s quest for revenge. Abercrombie examines
the psychological toll of vengeance, illustrating how it can consume an
individual. Key points include:

- The Cost of Revenge: Monza's journey reveals how her pursuit of vengeance
leads to a cycle of violence, impacting not only her but also those around
her.

- Morality and Ethics: The novel challenges traditional notions of right and
wrong, demonstrating that even the most sympathetic characters can make
morally questionable choices.

Power and Ambition

Abercrombie explores how the desire for power can corrupt individuals.
Throughout Best Served Cold, various characters manipulate others to achieve
their own ends, leading to devastating consequences. Notable aspects include:

- Character Arcs: The characters’ ambitions often lead to their downfall,
highlighting the dangers of unchecked ambition and the lengths individuals
will go to secure power.

- Betrayal: The theme of betrayal is prevalent, with characters frequently
shifting allegiances to serve their interests, reinforcing the idea that
trust is a rare commodity.

Friendship and Loyalty

Despite the overwhelming darkness in the narrative, themes of friendship and
loyalty emerge as critical elements. Key points include:

- Complex Relationships: Monza's interactions with her companions reveal the
shades of loyalty and the complexities of human relationships in a world rife
with conflict.

- Redemption: Some characters seek redemption, making sacrifices for the sake
of others, which adds depth to their arcs and provides a glimmer of hope
amidst the chaos.

Character Analysis

Abercrombie is renowned for crafting multifaceted characters that resonate



with readers. In Best Served Cold, we encounter a diverse cast, each with
unique motivations and moral dilemmas. Here are some of the key characters:

Monza Murcatto

Monza is a formidable protagonist whose journey defines the novel. Her
transformation from a mercenary to a vengeful force is compelling. Key
aspects of her character include:

- Strength and Vulnerability: While Monza is a powerful warrior, her
emotional struggles and the weight of her past choices add depth to her
character.

- Complex Morality: Readers are drawn to Monza's internal conflicts, as she
grapples with the consequences of her actions and the impact on her humanity.

Friendly Faces and Foes

Monza's journey is accompanied by a cast of supporting characters, each
representing different facets of loyalty, betrayal, and ambition:

1. Shivers: A young assassin with a troubled past, Shivers embodies the theme
of redemption. His relationship with Monza adds emotional depth to the
narrative.

2. Caul Shivers: Monza’s former ally, who becomes an antagonist, exemplifies
the treacherous nature of ambition and betrayal. His character arc serves as
a cautionary tale.

3. The Nameless: A mysterious figure whose motivations remain unclear,
representing the unpredictable nature of alliances in a world dominated by
power struggles.

Supporting Characters

In addition to the main characters, several supporting characters enrich the
story, including:

- The Duke of Talins: Monza’s betrayer, whose actions set the plot in motion
and highlight the destructive nature of ambition.

- The Various Mercenaries: Each mercenary reflects different aspects of
loyalty and betrayal, showcasing the diverse motivations that drive
individuals in this turbulent world.



Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Joe Abercrombie's writing style is characterized by sharp dialogue, vivid
imagery, and a dark sense of humor. His narrative techniques contribute to
the overall impact of Best Served Cold:

- Multiple Perspectives: The use of multiple points of view allows readers to
gain insight into the motivations and thoughts of various characters,
enriching the narrative.

- Dark Humor: Abercrombie’s trademark wit shines through, providing moments
of levity amidst the darkness and underscoring the absurdity of the
situations faced by the characters.

- Pacing and Tension: The novel is expertly paced, with tension building
steadily as Monza’s quest for revenge unfolds, leading to a gripping climax.

Critical Reception and Impact

Best Served Cold received widespread acclaim upon its release, praised for
its complex characters, intricate plot, and exploration of moral ambiguity.
Critics highlighted Abercrombie's ability to subvert traditional fantasy
tropes, making the novel stand out in the genre. Key points of critical
reception include:

- Character Depth: Reviewers noted the depth and complexity of the
characters, emphasizing that even the villains possess relatable qualities.

- Engaging Plot: The intricate plot, filled with twists and turns, kept
readers engaged from start to finish.

- Moral Complexity: Critics appreciated Abercrombie's willingness to tackle
difficult themes, prompting readers to question their notions of morality and
justice.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Best Served Cold by Joe Abercrombie is a remarkable addition
to the dark fantasy genre, offering readers a gripping tale of revenge,
power, and the complexities of human relationships. With its richly crafted
world, multifaceted characters, and exploration of profound themes, the novel
remains a standout work in Abercrombie's oeuvre. As readers follow Monza
Murcatto on her bloody quest, they are compelled to reflect on the nature of
vengeance and the often murky waters of morality, making this novel not just
a story of revenge best served cold, but a profound commentary on the human



condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Best Served Cold' by Joe
Abercrombie?
The main theme of 'Best Served Cold' is revenge, exploring how it can consume
individuals and lead to moral ambiguity and unintended consequences.

Who is the protagonist in 'Best Served Cold'?
The protagonist is Monza Murcatto, a ruthless mercenary who seeks vengeance
against those who betrayed her.

How does 'Best Served Cold' fit within the First Law
universe?
'Best Served Cold' is a standalone novel set in the same universe as
Abercrombie's First Law series, featuring familiar themes and a gritty, dark
fantasy setting.

What kind of character development can readers
expect in 'Best Served Cold'?
Readers can expect complex character development, with characters facing
moral dilemmas, personal flaws, and evolving relationships throughout the
narrative.

Is 'Best Served Cold' a good starting point for new
readers of Joe Abercrombie?
While 'Best Served Cold' can be read as a standalone, new readers may benefit
from starting with the First Law trilogy to fully appreciate the world and
recurring characters.

What tone does Joe Abercrombie adopt in 'Best Served
Cold'?
Abercrombie adopts a darkly humorous and gritty tone in 'Best Served Cold,'
balancing moments of violence and tragedy with sharp wit and irony.

Are there any notable supporting characters in 'Best



Served Cold'?
Yes, the novel features several notable supporting characters, including
friendly rivals and ruthless foes, each contributing to the intricate plot
and Monza's journey.

What makes 'Best Served Cold' stand out among other
fantasy novels?
'Best Served Cold' stands out for its intricate plotting, morally gray
characters, and a focus on the consequences of revenge, setting it apart from
more traditional fantasy narratives.
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