BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD

BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IS AN INNOVATIVE EDUCATIONAL TOOL THAT EMPOWERS STUDENTS TO EXPLORE THE RICH AND
DIVERSE HISTORY OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES. BY OFFERING A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING PATHWAYS,
A CHOICE BOARD ALLOWS EDUCATORS TO CATER TO DIFFERENT LEARNING PREFERENCES, INTERESTS, AND ABILITIES. THis
APPROACH NOT ONLY ENHANCES ENGAGEMENT BUT ALSO DEEPENS UNDERSTANDING OF BLACK HISTORY, EMPHASIZING ITS
SIGNIFICANCE IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF AMERICAN AND GLOBAL HISTORY. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE CONCEPT
OF A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD, ITS BENEFITS, HOW TO CREATE ONE, AND VARIOUS ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BE INCLUDED.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BLACK HiISTORY EDUCATION

(UNDERSTANDING BLACK HISTORY IS CRUCIAL FOR SEVERAL REASONS:
® PROMOTES INCLUSIVITY: LEARNING ABOUT BLACK HISTORY HELPS STUDENTS APPRECIATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND
STRUGGLES OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS, FOSTERING A MORE INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT.

® ENcoURAGES CRITICAL THINKING: STUDYING HISTORICAL EVENTS, FIGURES, AND MOVEMENTS ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO
THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUITY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

e CoNNECTS TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES: BLACK HISTORY IS INTERTWINED WITH CURRENT SOCIAL ISSUES, ALLOWING
STUDENTS TO DRAW CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE PAST AND PRESENT.

o ENHANCES CULTURAL AWARENESS: |T CULTIVATES A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF DIFFERENT CULTURES AND HISTORIES,
PROMOTING RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY.

WHAT IS A BLACKk HisTorY CHoICE BOARD?

A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IS A VISUAL TOOL THAT PRESENTS STUDENTS WITH A VARIETY OF OPTIONS FOR LEARNING
ABOUT BLACK HISTORY. EACH CHOICE CAN RANGE FROM READING ASSIGNMENTS AND RESEARCH PROJECTS TO CREATIVE
EXPRESSIONS LIKE ART AND PRESENTATIONS. THE FLEXIBILITY OF A CHOICE BOARD ALLOWS STUDENTS TO SELECT ACTIVITIES
THAT RESONATE WITH THEM, MAKING LEARNING MORE PERSONALIZED AND ENGAGING.

CoMPONENTS oF A BLAcCk HisTorY CHoICE BoARD

TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD, CONSIDER INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS!
1. CATEGORIES: ORGANIZE ACTIVITIES INTO CATEGORIES SUCH AS RESEARCH, CREATIVE PROJECTS, MULTIMEDIA
PRESENTATIONS, AND DISCUSSIONS.

2. VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES: INCLUDE A MIX OF INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP ACTIVITIES TO CATER TO DIFFERENT LEARNING
STYLES.

3. CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS: PROVIDE CLEAR GUIDELINES FOR EACH ACTIVITY, INCLUDING OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED
OUTCOMES.

4. RESOURCES: LIST RESOURCES SUCH AS BOOKS, ARTICLES, DOCUMENTARIES, AND WEBSITES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS IN
THEIR LEARNING.



BeNEFITS oF UsING A BLAck HisTorY CHolce BoArD

IMPLEMENTING A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IN THE CLASSROOM OFFERS NUMEROUS ADVANTAGES:

FosTERS INDEPENDENCE AND AGENCY

STUDENTS GAIN A SENSE OF OWNERSHIP OVER THEIR LEARNING WHEN THEY CAN CHOOSE THEIR ACTIVITIES. THIS AUTONOMY
FOSTERS INDEPENDENCE AND MOTIVATES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH THE SUBJECT MATTER.

CATERS TO DIVERSE LEARNING STYLES

EVERY STUDENT LEARNS DIFFERENTLY. A CHOICE BOARD ACCOMMODATES VARIOUS LEARNING STYLES— VISUAL, AUDITORY,
KINESTHETIC—BY OFFERING A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES THAT APPEAL TO EACH TYPE.

ENcoUrRAGES COLLABORATION

GROUP ACTIVITIES ON THE CHOICE BOARD CAN PROMOTE COLLABORATION AMONG STUDENTS, ENCOURAGING THEM TO WORK
TOGETHER, SHARE IDEAS, AND LEARN FROM ONE ANOTHER.

ENHANCES ENGAGEMENT

THE INTERACTIVE NATURE OF A CHOICE BOARD KEEPS STUDENTS ENGAGED. BY ALLOWING THEM TO SELECT TOPICS AND
FORMATS THAT INTEREST THEM, THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO INVEST TIME AND EFFORT INTO THEIR LEARNING.

How To CrReATE A BLAcCk HisTorY CHolCE BoARD

CREATING A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IS A STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCESS. FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO DESIGN ONE FOR
YOUR CLASSROOM:

STeP 1: DerINE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

START BY DEFINING WHAT YOU WANT STUDENTS TO LEARN ABOUT BLACK HISTORY. CONSIDER THE KEY CONCEPTS, EVENTS,
AND FIGURES YOU WANT TO COVER.

STep 2: DeveLop CATEGORIES

CHOOSE CATEGORIES THAT MAKE SENSE FOR YOUR OBJECTIVES. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU COULD HAVE CATEGORIES LIKE
“HisToricAL Figures,” “CiviL RIGHTS MoVEMENT,” “CuLTURAL CoNTRIBUTIONS,” AND “CONTEMPORARY |SSUES.”



ST1eP 3: GENERATE ACTIVITIES

BRAINSTORM ACTIVITIES FOR EACH CATEGORY. AIM FOR A BALANCE OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF TASKS TO ENSURE VARIETY. THINK
ABOUT INCLUDING:

® BIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH PROJECTS

o CREATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

e ART PROJECTS INSPIRED BY BLACK ARTISTS

® DOCUMENTARY FILM REVIEWS

® GROUP DISCUSSIONS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE TOPICS

® PRESENTATIONS ON HISTORICAL EVENTS OR MOVEMENTS

STEP 4: DesIGN THE CHoICE BoOARD

CREATE A VISUALLY APPEALING CHOICE BOARD LAYOUT. YOU CAN USE A GRID FORMAT WITH BOXES FOR EACH ACTIVITY.
ENSURE IT IS ORGANIZED AND EASY FOR STUDENTS TO NAVIGATE.

STeEP 5: PROVIDE RESOURCES AND INSTRUCTIONS

ACCOMPANY EACH ACTIVITY WITH CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS WILL HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE
EXPECTATIONS AND WHERE TO FIND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

SAMPLE ACTIVITIES FOR A BLACK HisTorY CHOICE BOARD

TO INSPIRE YOUR CHOICE BOARD, HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE ACTIVITIES YOU CAN INCLUDE:

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

 EXPLORE A HISTORICAL FIGURE: RESEARCH A PROMINENT BLACK FIGURE (E.G., HARRIET TUBMAN, MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR., OR MAYA ANGELOU) AND CREATE A PRESENTATION OR INFOGRAPHIC SUMMARIZING THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS.

o TIMELINE CREATION: CREATE A TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS IN BLACK HISTORY, HIGHLIGHTING SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES AND
THEIR IMPACT ON SOCIETY.

CRrEATIVE PROJECTS



* ARTISTIC EXPRESSION: CREATE A PIECE OF ART (PAINTING/ SCULPTURE, OR DIGITAL ART) INSPIRED BY THE THEMES OF
BLACK HISTORY OR CULTURAL HERITAGE.

® POETRY OR SHORT STORY: WRITE A POEM OR SHORT STORY THAT REFLECTS THE EXPERIENCES OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS
OR COMMUNITIES.

MULTIMEDIA ACTIVITIES

* DOCUMENTARY REVIEW: W ATCH A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN BLACK HISTORY AND WRITE A
REFLECTION ON ITS IMPACT AND RELEVANCE TODAY.

® PobcasT CReATION: CREATE A PODCAST EPISODE DISCUSSING A TOPIC RELATED TO BLACK HISTORY, FEATURING
INTERVIEWS WITH CLASSMATES OR COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

GrouP Discussions

e DEBATE: HOLD A CLASS DEBATE ON A RELEVANT SOCIAL ISSUE, ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO RESEARCH AND PRESENT
DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES.

o COMMUNITY FORUM: ORGANIZE A FORUM WHERE STUDENTS CAN DISCUSS CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AFFECTING THE BLACK
COMMUNITY AND PROPOSE SOLUTIONS.

CONCLUSION

INCORPORATING A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD INTO YOUR CURRICULUM IS AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO ENGAGE STUDENTS IN
LEARNING ABOUT THE RICH TAPESTRY OF BLACK HISTORY. BY OFFERING DIVERSE ACTIVITIES THAT CATER TO DIFFERENT
LEARNING STYLES AND PREFERENCES, EDUCATORS CAN FOSTER A MORE INCLUSIVE AND DYNAMIC LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. THIS
APPROACH NOT ONLY ENHANCES STUDENTS’ UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL EVENTS AND FIGURES BUT ALSO ENCOURAGES THEM
TO CONNECT THESE LESSONS TO CURRENT SOCIAL ISSUES, EMPOWERING THEM TO BECOME INFORMED AND ACTIVE MEMBERS OF
SOCIETY. WHETHER YOU ARE A TEACHER, A PARENT, OR A COMMUNITY LEADER, CREATING A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IS A
MEANINGFUL WAY TO HONOR AND CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD?

A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL THAT ALLOWS STUDENTS TO SELECT FROM VARIOUS ACTIVITIES,
PROJECTS, OR RESEARCH TOPICS RELATED TO BLACK HISTORY, PROMOTING PERSONALIZED LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT.

How CAN TEACHERS IMPLEMENT A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD IN THE CLASSROOM?

TEACHERS CAN IMPLEMENT A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD BY CREATING A GRID WITH DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES THAT COVER



IMPORTANT FIGURES, EVENTS, AND THEMES IN BLACK HISTORY, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO CHOOSE BASED ON THEIR INTERESTS
AND LEARNING STYLES.

WHAT TYPES OF ACTIVITIES MIGHT BE INCLUDED IN A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD?

ACTIVITIES MIGHT INCLUDE CREATING A BIOGRAPHY POSTER, RESEARCHING A SIGNIFICANT EVENT, WATCHING A DOCUMENTARY,
WRITING A REFLECTIVE ESSAY, OR DESIGNING A PRESENTATION ON A BLACK HISTORICAL FIGURE.

How DOES A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD PROMOTE INCLUSIVITY IN EDUCATION?

A BLACK HISTORY CHOICE BOARD PROMOTES INCLUSIVITY BY GIVING STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE DIVERSE
PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERIENCES, ALLOWING THEM TO ENGAGE WITH BLACK HISTORY IN WAYS THAT RESONATE WITH THEIR
IDENTITIES AND INTERESTS.

\WHAT ARE SOME BENEFITS OF USING A CHOICE BOARD FOR TEACHING BLACK HISTORY?

BENEFITS INCLUDE ENHANCED STUDENT ENGAGEMENT, THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES, AND THE ABILITY TO CATER TO VARIOUS LEARNING STYLES AND PREFERENCES.
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