
bing crosby david bowie peace on earth

bing crosby david bowie peace on earth is a unique and memorable collaboration between two iconic

artists from very different musical backgrounds. This unexpected duet was recorded in 1977 as a

special Christmas song pairing Bing Crosby, known for his smooth baritone and classic holiday hits,

with David Bowie, a rock and pop legend famous for his innovative style and vocal versatility. The

song “Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy” has since become a beloved seasonal classic, celebrated

for its harmonious blend of voices and meaningful message. This article explores the origins of this

collaboration, the recording process, the cultural impact of the song, and its enduring legacy in holiday

music. Additionally, the analysis will delve into the lyrical themes and the significance of the peaceful

message conveyed by these two artists. Below is a detailed overview of the sections covered in this

article.

Origins of the Bing Crosby and David Bowie Collaboration

The Recording of “Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy”

Musical and Lyrical Analysis

Cultural Impact and Reception

The Legacy of Bing Crosby David Bowie Peace on Earth

Origins of the Bing Crosby and David Bowie Collaboration



Background of Bing Crosby in the 1970s

Bing Crosby was an established icon in American music and film by the 1970s, renowned for his warm

voice and timeless Christmas songs such as “White Christmas.” As a veteran performer, Crosby’s

career spanned several decades, and he remained a sought-after figure for holiday programming.

Despite his age, Crosby was keen on maintaining relevance and enjoyed participating in television

specials that brought together different generations of artists.

David Bowie’s Career at the Time

David Bowie was at a pivotal point in his career during the late 1970s, known for his experimental

approach to music and theatrical performances. His eclectic style and ability to reinvent himself made

him a dominant figure in rock and pop culture. Bowie’s involvement in a Christmas special with Bing

Crosby might have seemed unusual given their contrasting musical styles, but it showcased Bowie’s

versatility and willingness to explore new artistic opportunities.

How the Collaboration Came About

The collaboration between Bing Crosby and David Bowie was arranged for the 1977 television special

“Bing Crosby’s Merrie Olde Christmas.” The producers sought to create an unforgettable moment by

pairing the classic crooner with the contemporary rock star. The idea was to merge their distinctive

styles in a performance that would appeal to a broad audience and generate buzz during the holiday

season.

The Recording of “Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy”



Initial Plan and Challenges

The original plan was for both artists to sing the traditional Christmas carol “The Little Drummer Boy”

together. However, their vocal styles and ranges were quite different, creating difficulties in arranging a

harmonious duet. To address this, the song’s arranger created a counter-melody titled “Peace on

Earth,” which Bowie sang while Crosby performed “Little Drummer Boy.” This innovative arrangement

allowed both artists to showcase their strengths.

Studio Session Details

The recording took place shortly before the television special aired, with both artists present in the

studio. The session was reportedly amicable and professional, with Bowie and Crosby complementing

each other’s performances despite their differing musical backgrounds. The blend of Crosby’s deep

baritone and Bowie’s distinctive tenor created a unique and captivating sound that was both solemn

and uplifting.

Release and Television Broadcast

The duet was first broadcast as part of the Christmas special in December 1977. The performance

was met with immediate acclaim, captivating viewers with its heartfelt delivery. The song was

subsequently released as a single, gaining popularity on radio stations and holiday playlists. Over time,

"Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy" became one of the most cherished Christmas recordings

featuring two legendary artists.

Musical and Lyrical Analysis



Structure and Arrangement

The song features a unique blend of two melodies interwoven together: the traditional “Little Drummer

Boy” and the newly composed “Peace on Earth.” This dual melody approach created a layered,

harmonious effect that highlights the contrasting vocal tones of Crosby and Bowie. The arrangement

balances solemnity with hope, enhancing the emotional impact of the performance.

Lyrics and Themes

The lyrics of “Little Drummer Boy” narrate the story of a humble boy offering his drumming as a gift to

the newborn Jesus, symbolizing simplicity and devotion. The added “Peace on Earth” lyrics introduce

a contemporary plea for harmony and goodwill among mankind, reflecting the social and political

climate of the late 1970s. Together, the lyrics emphasize themes of peace, unity, and the spirit of

giving during the holiday season.

Vocal Performance and Dynamics

Bing Crosby’s smooth, warm vocal delivery provides a grounding presence in the song, while David

Bowie’s distinctive and expressive voice adds a modern, ethereal quality. Their contrasting styles

create a dynamic interplay that enriches the listening experience. The duet’s vocal arrangement allows

each artist to shine individually while contributing to a cohesive and memorable performance.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Immediate Audience Reaction

The initial broadcast of the Bing Crosby David Bowie peace on earth performance elicited a strong

positive response from viewers. Audiences appreciated the unexpected pairing and the sincere



message conveyed through the song. It quickly became a highlight of the holiday season and was

praised for its innovative approach to Christmas music.

Critical Reception

Music critics recognized the duet as a successful fusion of different musical genres and eras. The

arrangement and execution were lauded for their creativity and emotional depth. The collaboration was

seen as a milestone in holiday music, demonstrating how artists from different backgrounds could

come together to create something timeless.

Influence on Holiday Music

This recording influenced subsequent holiday collaborations and set a precedent for blending

traditional and modern musical elements in Christmas songs. It demonstrated that holiday music could

evolve while maintaining its core message of peace and goodwill. The song remains a staple on

holiday radio and in public consciousness decades after its release.

The Legacy of Bing Crosby David Bowie Peace on Earth

Enduring Popularity

The duet continues to enjoy widespread popularity during the Christmas season, regularly appearing

on holiday compilations and streaming playlists. Its timeless message and unique vocal blend have

cemented its status as a classic. Fans of both artists often cite this performance as a favorite and a

highlight of their respective careers.



Cover Versions and Tributes

Many artists have paid tribute to the Bing Crosby and David Bowie collaboration by covering “Peace

on Earth/Little Drummer Boy” or creating inspired renditions. These covers reflect the song’s lasting

influence and its ability to resonate with audiences across generations. The original duet remains the

gold standard for this piece.

Significance in Music History

The collaboration between Bing Crosby and David Bowie stands as a remarkable moment in music

history, bridging the gap between traditional pop and modern rock. It exemplifies how music can

transcend generational and stylistic boundaries to promote universal themes of peace and unity. The

song remains a testament to the power of collaboration and artistic innovation in holiday music.

Innovative duet of contrasting vocal styles

Unique dual melody arrangement combining old and new

Timeless message of peace and goodwill

Influence on future holiday music collaborations

Enduring legacy in Christmas music traditions

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the song 'Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy' by Bing Crosby

and David Bowie?

It is a duet combining the traditional Christmas carol 'The Little Drummer Boy' with an original

counterpoint melody called 'Peace on Earth,' performed by Bing Crosby and David Bowie in 1977.

When was the Bing Crosby and David Bowie 'Peace on Earth' duet

recorded?

The duet was recorded in 1977 for Bing Crosby's television special 'Bing Crosby's Merrie Olde

Christmas.'

Why was the song 'Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy' significant?

The duet was notable for its unique pairing of two very different artists and the blending of classic and

contemporary styles, creating a memorable and enduring Christmas song.

How did Bing Crosby and David Bowie come to perform 'Peace on

Earth' together?

Bing Crosby wanted to perform a Christmas song with David Bowie for his TV special, but Bowie was

reluctant to sing 'The Little Drummer Boy,' so a new counter-melody called 'Peace on Earth' was

composed to complement it.

Is the 'Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy' duet by Bing Crosby and

David Bowie popular today?

Yes, the duet remains a beloved holiday classic and is frequently played during the Christmas season.

Where can I watch the original performance of Bing Crosby and David



Bowie singing 'Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy'?

The original performance can be found on various video streaming platforms like YouTube, often

labeled as part of Bing Crosby's 1977 Christmas special.

Did Bing Crosby and David Bowie record any other songs together

besides 'Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy'?

No, 'Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy' is their only recorded duet.

Additional Resources

1. Bing Crosby and David Bowie: The Story Behind "Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy"

This book delves into the unique collaboration between Bing Crosby and David Bowie, exploring the

making of their iconic Christmas duet "Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy." It highlights the cultural

impact of their unexpected partnership and the blending of two very different musical styles. Readers

will discover behind-the-scenes anecdotes and the legacy of this timeless holiday classic.

2. Harmony in Contrast: Bing Crosby Meets David Bowie

Exploring the unlikely pairing of Bing Crosby’s classic crooning with David Bowie’s avant-garde artistry,

this book examines how "Peace on Earth" became a symbol of musical harmony and peace. It offers

insights into the recording session, the artists’ mutual respect, and the song’s enduring appeal during

the holiday season.

3. Peace on Earth: A Musical Bridge Between Generations

This book investigates the collaboration between two iconic figures from different musical eras through

the Christmas song "Peace on Earth." It discusses the cultural and historical context of the 1970s, the

significance of the lyrics, and how the song continues to inspire messages of peace and unity across

generations.

4. The Christmas Miracle of Crosby and Bowie



Detailing the story of how Bing Crosby and David Bowie came together for a memorable Christmas

special in 1977, this book captures the magic behind their duet. It explores the production challenges,

audience reception, and the heartfelt message conveyed through "Peace on Earth," making it a

cherished holiday tradition.

5. Voices of Peace: The Collaboration of Crosby and Bowie

This book offers a comprehensive look at the artistic collaboration between Bing Crosby and David

Bowie, focusing on their rendition of "Peace on Earth." It analyzes the song’s lyrical themes, musical

arrangement, and its role in promoting peace during a turbulent era, highlighting the power of music to

unite diverse voices.

6. The Legacy of "Peace on Earth": Crosby, Bowie, and Holiday Music

Focusing on the lasting influence of "Peace on Earth," this book explores how Bing Crosby and David

Bowie’s duet transformed holiday music traditions. It considers the song’s impact on subsequent artists

and holiday programming, emphasizing its unique blend of classic and contemporary styles.

7. When Legends Unite: Bing Crosby, David Bowie, and a Song for Peace

This narrative chronicles the unexpected collaboration between two musical legends for the holiday

season. It details the cultural significance of their duet "Peace on Earth," the story behind its creation,

and how it reflected broader themes of reconciliation and hope during the late 1970s.

8. Peace on Earth: Music, Memory, and the Crosby-Bowie Connection

Examining the emotional resonance of "Peace on Earth," this book explores how the duet between

Bing Crosby and David Bowie has become a symbol of hope and peace. It includes interviews,

personal reflections, and an analysis of how the song continues to evoke powerful memories and

messages during the holidays.

9. From Crooner to Rock Star: The Making of "Peace on Earth"

This book traces the journey of the iconic duet from its inception to its place in music history. It

highlights the contrasting styles of Bing Crosby and David Bowie, the creative process behind "Peace

on Earth," and the song’s role in bridging diverse musical worlds while spreading a timeless message



of peace.
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