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Better than all right, Susan Beth Pfeffer is a notable author best known for her gripping young adult
fiction, particularly the "Last Survivors" series which explores the devastating effects of climate
change. In this article, we will delve into the themes, character development, and literary significance
of Pfeffer's work, as well as her impact on young adult literature and her unique storytelling style that
resonates with readers of all ages.

Introduction to Susan Beth Pfeffer

Susan Beth Pfeffer was born on July 17, 1948, in New York. She began her writing career while still in
high school and has since published over 30 books, including novels, short stories, and children's
literature. Her writing often focuses on young adults facing extraordinary circumstances, typically
infused with elements of science fiction or dystopian themes.

Pfeffer's ability to intertwine human emotions with the harsh realities of survival has earned her a
dedicated readership. Among her most prominent works, the "Last Survivors" series stands out,
captivating audiences with its poignant portrayal of characters grappling with loss, fear, and the will
to survive in a world turned upside down.

The Last Survivors Series

The "Last Survivors" series, which includes titles such as "Life As We Knew It," "The Dead and the
Gone," and "This World We Live In," centers on the catastrophic consequences of a meteor striking
the moon and altering the Earth's climate. This series is a profound exploration of how catastrophic
events reshape lives and relationships.

Life As We Knew It

1. Plot Overview: The first book in the series, "Life As We Knew It," introduces readers to Miranda, a
teenage girl whose life is turned upside down when a meteor hits the moon, triggering catastrophic
environmental changes. The narrative unfolds through Miranda's diary entries, allowing readers to
experience her thoughts and emotions intimately.

2. Themes:
- Survival: The struggle for survival becomes a central theme as Miranda's family faces food
shortages, power outages, and the breakdown of societal norms.
- Family Dynamics: Pfeffer explores the relationships among family members, highlighting how crises
can both strengthen and strain bonds.
- Isolation: The characters grapple with feelings of loneliness and isolation, both physically and
emotionally, as their world collapses around them.



The Dead and the Gone

1. Plot Overview: This companion novel shifts the perspective to Alex, a teenager living in New York
City during the same catastrophic event. The book illustrates the challenges Alex faces as he
struggles to protect his sisters amidst the chaos.

2. Themes:
- Urban vs. Rural Survival: The contrast between Miranda’s rural experience and Alex’s urban
challenges offers a broader view of survival in different environments.
- Community and Isolation: The narrative delves into the importance of community support in times of
crisis, while also highlighting moments of isolation and despair.
- Faith and Hope: Alex's journey also incorporates themes of faith and hope, showcasing how
individuals cling to beliefs in dire circumstances.

This World We Live In

1. Plot Overview: The final book in the trilogy, "This World We Live In," brings both Miranda and Alex
together, emphasizing the interconnectedness of their stories and the broader implications of
survival.

2. Themes:
- Interconnectedness: The narrative reinforces the idea that no one is truly alone in their struggles,
even when facing the most harrowing challenges.
- Resourcefulness: The characters must innovate and adapt to survive, showcasing human resilience
in the face of adversity.
- Love and Sacrifice: The story highlights the power of love, as characters make sacrifices for one
another, ultimately portraying the strength of human connections.

Character Development

One of the hallmarks of Susan Beth Pfeffer’s writing is her deep character development. Each
character in the "Last Survivors" series is multi-dimensional, with fears, hopes, and motivations that
resonate with readers.

Miranda Sinclair

- Growth: Miranda starts as a typical teenager, preoccupied with school and friends. As the story
progresses, she transforms into a resilient survivor, learning to navigate the hardships that come with
catastrophic change.

- Relatability: Readers connect with Miranda’s vulnerability, her fears, and her determination to keep
her family together. This relatability is a significant factor in the book’s emotional impact.



Alex Morales

- Responsibility: Alex’s character embodies the theme of responsibility, as he takes on the role of
protector for his sisters. His journey reflects the struggle of young individuals thrust into adult roles.

- Complexity: Pfeffer skillfully portrays Alex’s internal conflicts, balancing his desire to protect his
family with his own fears and insecurities.

Supporting Characters

- Family Dynamics: Characters like Miranda's mother and brother, as well as Alex's sisters, serve to
underscore the importance of family and community in survival situations.

- Diverse Perspectives: The supporting characters provide various perspectives on coping with
disaster, enriching the narrative with different emotional responses and survival strategies.

Thematic Elements

Susan Beth Pfeffer’s "Last Survivors" series is rich with thematic elements that provoke thought and
reflection among readers.

Climate Change and Environmental Responsibility

- Awareness: Pfeffer’s narratives highlight the consequences of neglecting environmental issues,
urging readers to consider the impact of climate change on future generations.

- Action and Consequence: The catastrophic events serve as a metaphor for the real-world
implications of humanity’s actions, prompting discussions about sustainability and environmental
stewardship.

Human Resilience and Adaptability

- Survival Instincts: The characters’ journeys showcase the remarkable resilience of the human spirit
when faced with insurmountable odds.

- Adaptation: The necessity for adaptation in changing circumstances is a recurring theme, illustrating
how individuals can find strength in adversity.



Literary Significance and Impact

Susan Beth Pfeffer's work has carved a niche in young adult literature that emphasizes realism in the
face of extraordinary circumstances. Her ability to weave believable scenarios with relatable
characters has contributed significantly to the genre.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

- Authenticity: Pfeffer's authentic portrayal of teenage experiences and emotions resonates with
young readers, making her work relatable and impactful.

- Engaging with Real Issues: By incorporating real-world issues such as climate change and familial
responsibility, Pfeffer encourages young readers to engage with and reflect on significant societal
challenges.

Legacy

- Continued Relevance: The themes explored in Pfeffer's work remain relevant today, as discussions
around climate change and societal resilience continue to grow.

- Inspiring Future Authors: Through her success and unique storytelling style, Pfeffer has inspired a
generation of authors to tackle complex themes within young adult literature.

Conclusion

In conclusion, better than all right, Susan Beth Pfeffer has made a profound impact on young adult
literature through her compelling storytelling, rich character development, and the exploration of
significant themes such as survival, family dynamics, and environmental responsibility. The "Last
Survivors" series not only offers gripping narratives but also serves as a poignant reminder of the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity. As readers continue to engage with her work,
Pfeffer’s legacy as a significant voice in contemporary literature endures, inspiring both reflection and
action in the face of the pressing challenges of our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Better Than All Right' by Susan
Beth Pfeffer?
The central theme revolves around resilience and the complexities of adolescence, exploring how
characters navigate personal challenges and relationships.



Who are the main characters in 'Better Than All Right'?
The main characters include a young girl named Liz and her friends, who each face their own
struggles while supporting one another through their journeys.

What sets 'Better Than All Right' apart from other young adult
novels?
Its unique blend of realistic emotional struggles and relatable teenage experiences, along with
Pfeffer's engaging writing style, sets it apart.

How does Susan Beth Pfeffer address mental health in 'Better
Than All Right'?
Pfeffer tackles mental health with sensitivity, depicting characters dealing with anxiety and
depression, promoting understanding and empathy.

Is 'Better Than All Right' part of a series?
No, 'Better Than All Right' is a standalone novel, allowing it to focus deeply on its characters without
the need for a series format.

What age group is 'Better Than All Right' aimed at?
The book is primarily aimed at young adults, but its themes resonate with readers of all ages who
appreciate coming-of-age stories.

What writing style does Susan Beth Pfeffer use in 'Better
Than All Right'?
Pfeffer employs a conversational and accessible writing style, making the characters' emotions and
experiences relatable to readers.

What message does 'Better Than All Right' convey about
friendship?
The novel emphasizes the importance of friendship as a source of support and understanding,
highlighting how friends can help each other through tough times.
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