
bert stern the complete last sitting

bert stern the complete last sitting represents one of the most iconic and
enduring photographic sessions in the history of celebrity portraiture. This
legendary collection of images captures the timeless beauty and enigmatic
presence of Marilyn Monroe during her final photo shoot in 1962. Bert Stern,
a renowned photographer, was commissioned by Vogue magazine to create what
would become known as "The Last Sitting," a series of intimate and evocative
portraits that have since become a cultural touchstone. This article delves
into the background, artistic process, and lasting impact of bert stern the
complete last sitting, while exploring the technical and emotional nuances of
the photographs. From the context of Monroe’s life at the time to the legacy
of this extraordinary visual document, the following sections provide a
comprehensive analysis. Below is the table of contents outlining the key
topics covered in this detailed exploration.
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Background and Historical Context

Understanding bert stern the complete last sitting requires a look into the
circumstances surrounding Marilyn Monroe’s life and career in 1962. At the
time, Monroe was an established Hollywood icon but was also facing personal
and professional challenges. The photo shoot was arranged shortly before her
untimely death in August 1962, lending the images a poignant significance.
Bert Stern was commissioned by Vogue to capture Monroe in a series of
portraits that would emphasize her vulnerability, beauty, and charisma.

Marilyn Monroe’s Status in 1962

By 1962, Marilyn Monroe had transcended her role as a film star to become a
symbol of glamour and tragedy. Despite her fame, Monroe struggled with mental
health issues, substance abuse, and the pressures of maintaining her public
image. The last sitting occurred during a period of emotional instability,
which contributes to the rawness and depth of the photographs.

Bert Stern’s Engagement

Bert Stern was an accomplished photographer known for his fashion and
celebrity portraits. Vogue’s decision to assign Stern to photograph Monroe



was aimed at capturing her in a fresh, intimate light. Given the context, the
sessions took place over three days in a New York hotel suite, providing a
private yet intense environment for the shoot.

The Artistic Vision of Bert Stern

Bert Stern approached the complete last sitting with a unique blend of
technical mastery and emotional sensitivity. His goal was not only to produce
glamorous images but to reveal Monroe’s authentic self beneath the public
persona. The creative choices made during the shoot reflect an emphasis on
spontaneity, natural light, and an intimate atmosphere.

Conceptual Approach

Stern’s vision was to capture Marilyn Monroe as both an icon and a vulnerable
woman. The photographs vary from highly stylized glamour shots to more
candid, unguarded moments. This duality creates a complex narrative that
explores themes of fame, isolation, and beauty.

Use of Lighting and Composition

Lighting played a crucial role in bert stern the complete last sitting. Stern
utilized soft, diffused lighting to emphasize the softness of Monroe’s
features while also experimenting with shadows to add depth and mood. The
compositions often framed Monroe closely, focusing on her expressions and
gestures to convey emotion.

The Photography Sessions: Details and
Techniques

The complete last sitting consisted of over 2,500 images taken over three
days in June 1962. Bert Stern employed various photographic techniques and
equipment to create a diverse and comprehensive portrait series. The sessions
were marked by a blend of preparation and improvisation, resulting in both
polished and spontaneous shots.

Camera and Film Choices

Stern used medium format cameras, including the Rolleiflex, which allowed for
high-resolution images with rich detail. The choice of black-and-white and
color film added variety and texture to the collection, enhancing the
emotional impact of different images.

Styling and Wardrobe

Marilyn Monroe wore a range of outfits during the sessions, from elegant
gowns to minimal attire, reflecting various facets of her personality. The
styling was minimalistic yet sophisticated, designed to highlight Monroe’s
natural beauty without overwhelming her presence.



Interaction and Direction

Stern maintained a collaborative atmosphere, encouraging Monroe to express
herself freely. His direction helped capture moments of spontaneity,
laughter, and introspection, which contribute to the enduring appeal of the
sitting.

Iconic Images and Their Significance

Among the thousands of photographs taken, several images from bert stern the
complete last sitting have become iconic representations of Marilyn Monroe’s
legacy. These images are celebrated for their artistic merit, emotional
resonance, and historical importance.

The Nude Series

One of the most famous aspects of the sitting is the nude photographs, which
were groundbreaking at the time for their candidness and elegance. These
images challenged conventional notions of celebrity portraiture and revealed
Monroe’s confidence and vulnerability.

The Red Dress Portrait

The portraits featuring Monroe in a striking red dress are emblematic of
Hollywood glamour. These images showcase a poised and radiant Monroe,
embodying the allure that defined her public image.

The Candid Moments

Some photos capture Monroe in unguarded, playful moments, providing insight
into her personality beyond the glamor. These candid shots have been praised
for humanizing the star and adding depth to her portrayal.

Reception and Cultural Impact

Bert Stern’s complete last sitting has had a profound impact on both popular
culture and the field of photography. The images have been widely published,
exhibited, and analyzed, becoming a vital part of Monroe’s mythos and the
visual history of the 20th century.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have lauded the sitting for its artistic innovation and emotional
depth. The photographs are often cited as some of the most significant
celebrity portraits ever taken, influencing subsequent generations of
photographers.



Public Fascination

The public’s fascination with bert stern the complete last sitting stems from
the combination of Monroe’s enduring star power and the intimate nature of
the images. The sitting continues to captivate audiences, contributing to
Monroe’s status as a cultural icon.

Legacy and Influence on Photography

The legacy of bert stern the complete last sitting extends beyond Marilyn
Monroe, impacting the broader field of portrait photography. Stern’s work
demonstrated the potential for celebrity photography to convey complex
narratives and emotional authenticity.

Influence on Portrait Photography

Stern’s approach inspired photographers to pursue more intimate and revealing
portraiture. The balance between glamour and vulnerability seen in the
sitting has become a benchmark for contemporary portrait artists.

Preservation and Exhibitions

The photographs from bert stern the complete last sitting have been preserved
in various archives and featured in numerous exhibitions worldwide. These
presentations continue to introduce new audiences to the profound artistry
and historical significance of the work.

Collectibility and Publications

Prints and publications featuring the sitting remain highly sought after by
collectors and enthusiasts. Books and retrospectives provide detailed
insights into the sessions, further cementing their place in photographic
history.

Over 2,500 photographs taken during three days

Combination of black-and-white and color images

Iconic nude and dressed portraits

Emphasis on emotional depth and vulnerability

Last professional photo shoot of Marilyn Monroe

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Bert Stern in the context of photography?

Bert Stern was a renowned American commercial photographer best known for his
iconic fashion and celebrity portraits, especially from the 1950s and 1960s.

What is 'Bert Stern: The Complete Last Sitting'?

'Bert Stern: The Complete Last Sitting' is a comprehensive collection of
photographs taken by Bert Stern during his final photo session with Marilyn
Monroe in 1962.

Why is 'The Last Sitting' significant in Bert Stern's
career?

The Last Sitting is significant because it features some of the most intimate
and iconic images of Marilyn Monroe, taken just weeks before her death,
showcasing Stern's unique style and the emotional depth of the session.

When was 'Bert Stern: The Complete Last Sitting'
published?

The Complete Last Sitting was published in 2008, compiling all the
photographs from the original 1962 Marilyn Monroe session along with
unpublished images and commentary.

What makes 'The Complete Last Sitting' different from
previous releases of these photographs?

This edition includes the full set of images from the session, including
previously unpublished photos, as well as detailed notes and essays that
provide deeper insight into the shoot and Stern's artistic process.

How has 'The Complete Last Sitting' influenced modern
photography and pop culture?

The collection has reinforced Bert Stern's legacy as a master photographer
and has inspired contemporary photographers with its raw and candid portrayal
of an iconic celebrity, influencing fashion and portrait photography styles.

Are there any notable themes explored in 'The
Complete Last Sitting'?

Yes, themes of vulnerability, beauty, and the ephemeral nature of fame are
prevalent throughout the photographs, reflecting Marilyn Monroe's complex
persona and Stern's empathetic approach.

Where can one view or purchase 'Bert Stern: The
Complete Last Sitting'?

The book is available at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and
sometimes featured in museum gift shops or photographic exhibitions dedicated
to Bert Stern or Marilyn Monroe.



Has 'The Complete Last Sitting' been exhibited in any
major art galleries or museums?

Yes, selections from The Complete Last Sitting have been exhibited in
prominent galleries and museums worldwide, celebrating the artistry of Bert
Stern and the enduring mystique of Marilyn Monroe.

Additional Resources
1. Bert Stern: The Complete Last Sitting
This iconic book showcases the legendary photographer Bert Stern’s final
photo session with Marilyn Monroe, taken just weeks before her death in 1962.
It features intimate, candid images and behind-the-scenes stories that
capture the vulnerability and glamour of Monroe. The collection is widely
regarded as one of the most influential and poignant photo essays in fashion
and celebrity photography.

2. Marilyn Monroe: The Private Life of a Legend
This biography delves into Marilyn Monroe’s complex personal life, exploring
her struggles, relationships, and rise to stardom. It includes rare
photographs and insights that complement the visual narrative found in
Stern’s Last Sitting. The book provides a well-rounded view of Monroe’s
enduring legacy beyond her public image.

3. Bert Stern: American Photographs
A comprehensive anthology of Stern’s work, this volume showcases his range as
a photographer beyond Marilyn Monroe. From fashion editorials to celebrity
portraits, it highlights his innovative techniques and artistic vision.
Readers gain a deeper understanding of Stern’s impact on 20th-century
photography.

4. The Glamour of Hollywood Photography
This book explores the history and evolution of Hollywood portrait
photography, featuring works by renowned photographers including Bert Stern.
It examines how photographers have shaped the public personas of film stars
and the cultural significance of these images. The book includes interviews,
classic photographs, and detailed commentary.

5. Icons: The Photography of Bert Stern
A focused collection of Stern’s portraits of some of the world’s most famous
figures, this book celebrates his ability to capture personality and style.
It includes images of celebrities from the 1950s to the 1980s, reflecting
changes in fashion and pop culture. The text provides context to Stern’s
creative process and professional legacy.

6. Marilyn Monroe: Fragments
This book presents a collage of photographs, letters, and diary excerpts that
reveal the fragmented and multifaceted nature of Marilyn Monroe’s life. It
complements the visual storytelling of Stern’s Last Sitting by offering a
more intimate look at Monroe’s thoughts and emotions. The collection paints a
nuanced portrait of the star.

7. Fashion Photography and the Iconic Image
Examining the role of fashion photography in shaping cultural icons, this
volume discusses the work of photographers like Bert Stern. It analyzes how
images become symbols of beauty, style, and identity. The book includes case
studies of famous photo shoots and their lasting influence on fashion media.



8. Behind the Lens: The Stories of Celebrity Photographers
This book features interviews and anecdotes from some of the most influential
celebrity photographers, including Bert Stern. It offers a behind-the-scenes
look at the challenges and creative decisions involved in photographing
famous personalities. Readers gain insight into the art and craft of portrait
photography.

9. Hollywood’s Greatest Photo Sessions
A curated collection of the most memorable and groundbreaking photo sessions
in Hollywood history, this book includes Bert Stern’s Last Sitting with
Marilyn Monroe. It highlights the collaboration between photographers and
stars that produced enduring images. The book provides historical context and
commentary on the cultural impact of these sessions.
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