
best generals in us history

best generals in us history have played pivotal roles in shaping the military
and political landscape of the United States. From the Revolutionary War to
the modern era, these military leaders demonstrated exceptional strategic
skills, leadership, and bravery. Their contributions not only secured
victories on the battlefield but also influenced the course of American
history. This article explores some of the most renowned generals, examining
their achievements, leadership styles, and lasting legacies. Understanding
the best generals in US history offers insight into the nation’s military
evolution and the qualities that define effective command. The following
sections will cover prominent generals from different periods, highlighting
their key accomplishments and the impact they had on American military
history.

Revolutionary War Generals

Civil War Generals

World War I and II Generals

Modern Era Military Leaders

Qualities of the Best Generals in US History

Revolutionary War Generals
The Revolutionary War marked the birth of the United States, with several
generals standing out for their leadership in the fight for independence.
These commanders navigated the challenges of a fledgling army against a
powerful British military, using innovative tactics and inspiring their
troops to persevere.

George Washington
George Washington is widely regarded as the foremost general of the
Revolutionary War and the founding father of the United States military
tradition. As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, Washington's
leadership was instrumental in securing American independence. His ability to
maintain troop morale during harsh winters, execute strategic retreats, and
achieve decisive victories such as the Siege of Yorktown cemented his legacy.
Washington's emphasis on discipline and training transformed a militia into a
formidable fighting force.



Nathanael Greene
Nathanael Greene was a key figure in the Southern Campaign, known for his
strategic brilliance and tenacity. He employed guerrilla tactics and superior
knowledge of the terrain to wear down British forces, ultimately leading to
their retreat from the South. Greene's ability to coordinate with local
militias and adapt to changing battlefield conditions showcased his tactical
flexibility and resilience.

Other Notable Revolutionary War Generals
Other significant generals during the Revolutionary War include Benedict
Arnold, prior to his defection, and Henry Knox, who managed the critical
artillery operations. These commanders contributed to various aspects of the
war effort, demonstrating the diverse skills necessary for the American
victory.

Civil War Generals
The American Civil War produced some of the most studied military leaders in
US history. Both Union and Confederate generals displayed remarkable
strategic vision and battlefield command, with lasting impacts on military
doctrine and national history.

Ulysses S. Grant
Ulysses S. Grant emerged as the leading Union general, renowned for his
aggressive strategy and willingness to engage the enemy persistently. His
successes at battles such as Vicksburg and Chattanooga were pivotal in
dividing the Confederacy and paving the way for Union victory. Grant’s
leadership style emphasized coordination and resourcefulness, ultimately
leading to his appointment as General-in-Chief.

Robert E. Lee
Robert E. Lee commanded the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and is
often celebrated for his tactical genius and battlefield audacity. Despite
limited resources, Lee achieved significant victories such as the Second
Battle of Bull Run and Fredericksburg. His ability to inspire troops and
execute complex maneuvers under pressure remains a subject of military study.

William Tecumseh Sherman
William Tecumseh Sherman is best known for his "March to the Sea," a campaign



that exemplified total war strategy by targeting not only enemy forces but
also the economic infrastructure supporting them. Sherman’s approach
significantly weakened the Confederacy’s ability to sustain the war and
demonstrated the evolving nature of warfare during the Civil War.

Other Influential Civil War Generals
Other prominent generals include Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson, known for his
steadfastness, and George Meade, who commanded Union forces at the Battle of
Gettysburg. These leaders contributed to the complex and multifaceted nature
of Civil War combat.

World War I and II Generals
The two World Wars marked a transformation in military technology and
tactics, with US generals playing crucial roles on the global stage. Their
leadership helped secure Allied victories and established the United States
as a major military power.

John J. Pershing
General John J. Pershing commanded the American Expeditionary Forces during
World War I. His insistence on independent American operations and rigorous
training prepared US troops for the challenges of trench warfare. Pershing's
leadership contributed significantly to the successful Allied offensives in
1918.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
Dwight D. Eisenhower served as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary
Force in Europe during World War II. His organizational skills and diplomatic
acumen were critical in planning and executing Operation Overlord, the D-Day
invasion of Normandy. Eisenhower’s ability to coordinate multinational forces
was unparalleled and set a standard for coalition warfare.

George S. Patton
General George S. Patton was known for his aggressive tactics and rapid
armored advances. His leadership during the North African Campaign and the
liberation of Europe showcased his mastery of mobile warfare and
psychological warfare. Patton’s flamboyant personality and battlefield
success made him an iconic figure in US military history.



Other Key World War II Generals
Other notable generals include Omar Bradley, who led the largest American
force in Europe, and Douglas MacArthur, who played a dominant role in the
Pacific theater. Their strategic decisions and leadership styles contributed
to the multifaceted Allied war effort.

Modern Era Military Leaders
In the post-World War II era, US generals have faced new challenges including
unconventional warfare, technological advancements, and complex geopolitical
landscapes. Their leadership continues to shape the modern American military.

Colin Powell
Colin Powell rose through the ranks to become Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and later Secretary of State. His leadership during the Gulf War
emphasized joint operations and technological integration. Powell’s doctrine
focused on overwhelming force combined with clear political objectives,
influencing US military engagements in the late 20th century.

Norman Schwarzkopf
General Norman Schwarzkopf commanded coalition forces during the Gulf War,
overseeing Operation Desert Storm. His strategic planning and effective
communication helped orchestrate a swift victory with minimal casualties.
Schwarzkopf’s leadership highlighted the importance of coalition-building and
modern warfare tactics.

Other Contemporary Military Leaders
Other influential figures include David Petraeus, noted for his role in
counterinsurgency operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, and James Mattis,
recognized for his strategic intellect and emphasis on military ethics and
discipline. These leaders exemplify the evolving demands placed upon US
generals in contemporary conflicts.

Qualities of the Best Generals in US History
Examining the careers of the best generals in US history reveals common
traits that define effective military leadership. These qualities have been
essential across different wars and military contexts.



Strategic Vision: The ability to plan long-term operations while
adapting to battlefield changes.

Leadership and Morale Building: Inspiring and maintaining the confidence
of troops under challenging conditions.

Decisiveness: Making timely decisions often under pressure, which can
turn the tide of battle.

Adaptability: Responding effectively to new technologies, tactics, and
unpredictable scenarios.

Communication Skills: Coordinating with diverse units, allies, and
political leadership.

Integrity and Discipline: Upholding ethical standards and fostering
discipline within the ranks.

These attributes have consistently characterized the best generals in US
history, enabling them to lead their forces to success and leave enduring
legacies in military and national history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the greatest general in US
history?
General George Washington is often regarded as the greatest general in US
history for his leadership during the American Revolutionary War and his role
as the first President of the United States.

Which US general was known as the 'Unconditional
Surrender' general?
General Ulysses S. Grant earned the nickname 'Unconditional Surrender' for
his demanding and decisive victories during the American Civil War.

What made General Dwight D. Eisenhower a significant
figure in US military history?
General Dwight D. Eisenhower was the Supreme Commander of the Allied
Expeditionary Forces in Europe during World War II and later became the 34th
President of the United States, noted for his strategic planning of the D-Day
invasion.



Who was the top US general during the Korean War?
General Douglas MacArthur was the top US general during the Korean War, known
for his bold amphibious assault at Inchon and leadership until he was
relieved by President Truman.

Which US general is famous for his 'scorched earth'
tactics during the Civil War?
General William Tecumseh Sherman is famous for his 'scorched earth' tactics,
particularly his March to the Sea, which significantly weakened the
Confederate war effort during the American Civil War.

Additional Resources
1. Grant: A Biography
This comprehensive biography by Ron Chernow delves into the life and military
career of Ulysses S. Grant, one of the Union’s most effective generals during
the American Civil War. The book explores Grant’s strategic brilliance,
leadership qualities, and his rise from a modest background to becoming a
pivotal figure in U.S. history. Chernow also examines Grant’s post-war
presidency and lasting legacy.

2. Patton: A Genius for War
Authored by Carlo D’Este, this biography presents an in-depth look at General
George S. Patton’s flamboyant and controversial career during World War II.
The book highlights Patton’s aggressive tactics, fearless leadership, and
complex personality. It provides insight into how Patton’s command style
significantly impacted the Allied victory in Europe.

3. MacArthur: A Biography
William Manchester’s detailed account of General Douglas MacArthur’s life
covers his military service from World War I through the Korean War. The
biography focuses on MacArthur’s strategic innovations, his role in the
Pacific Theater during World War II, and his controversial leadership style.
Manchester captures both the accomplishments and the contradictions of this
iconic American general.

4. Stonewall Jackson: The Man, The Soldier, The Legend
James I. Robertson Jr. offers a balanced portrait of Confederate General
Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson, renowned for his tactical brilliance and fearless
leadership during the Civil War. The book explores Jackson’s strict personal
discipline, religious convictions, and his impact on Civil War battles. It
also discusses his enduring legacy in Southern military history.

5. Eisenhower in War and Peace
Jean Edward Smith’s biography chronicles Dwight D. Eisenhower’s ascent from a
military officer to the Supreme Commander of Allied forces in Europe during
World War II. The book covers Eisenhower’s strategic planning of the D-Day



invasion and his ability to manage complex coalition forces. It also touches
on his later presidency and lasting influence on American military and
political life.

6. Lee: The Last Years
Written by Charles Bracelen Flood, this book focuses on the final years of
Confederate General Robert E. Lee, emphasizing his leadership during the
closing stages of the Civil War. The narrative sheds light on Lee’s military
genius, his struggles with dwindling resources, and his efforts to maintain
morale among his troops. It also reflects on Lee’s post-war life and the
enduring mythos surrounding him.

7. Chesty: The Story of Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller, USMC
This biography by Jon T. Hoffman details the remarkable career of Lewis
"Chesty" Puller, one of the most decorated Marines in U.S. history. The book
covers Puller’s exploits in multiple conflicts, including World War II and
the Korean War, highlighting his leadership under fire and his legendary
toughness. It celebrates Puller’s enduring legacy in Marine Corps culture.

8. The Life and Wars of General John Pope
Jeffry D. Wert’s book examines the controversial career of Union General John
Pope, who played a significant role early in the Civil War. The biography
explores Pope’s military strategies, the setbacks he faced, and his complex
personality. Wert provides a nuanced view of a general often overshadowed by
his contemporaries.

9. Voices of Command: U.S. Army Generals on Leadership from World War II to
Today
Edited by Mike Guardia and Michael Shurkin, this collection features
firsthand accounts and reflections from some of America’s most distinguished
generals. The book offers insights into leadership styles, decision-making
processes, and the challenges faced by U.S. generals across different
conflicts. It serves as both a historical resource and a leadership guide.
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