
black book of communism

Black Book of Communism is a groundbreaking and controversial work published in 1997 that

investigates the human cost of communist regimes throughout the 20th century. Compiled by a group

of historians and scholars, the book aims to quantify the suffering and deaths caused by various

communist governments, particularly in the Soviet Union, China, and Cambodia. This article delves

into the origins, main arguments, and implications of the Black Book of Communism, as well as its

reception and legacy.

Origins of the Black Book of Communism

The Black Book of Communism was initiated by a group of French historians who sought to address a

perceived gap in the historical narrative surrounding communism. While numerous works had

documented the atrocities committed by fascist regimes, there was a notable absence of similar

scrutiny directed at communist governments.

1. The Founding Scholars:

- Stéphane Courtois

- Nicolas Werth

- Jean-Louis Panné

- André Markowicz

- Karel Bartosek

These scholars, motivated by a desire to provide a comprehensive account of the impact of

communism, convened to gather evidence and testimonies from various countries affected by

communist rule.



The Research Methodology

The authors employed a variety of research methodologies to compile the book, including:

- Archival Research: They examined historical records, government documents, and personal

testimonies from survivors of communist regimes.

- Quantitative Data: The authors sought to provide statistical evidence of deaths, repression, and other

forms of suffering.

- Comparative Analysis: By comparing the impact of communism across different nations, the authors

aimed to highlight patterns and commonalities in the experiences of people living under these regimes.

Main Arguments and Findings

The Black Book of Communism presents several key arguments regarding the human cost of

communist rule:

Estimation of Deaths

One of the most controversial aspects of the book is its estimation of the number of deaths attributable

to communist regimes. The authors estimate that approximately 100 million people died as a result of

political repression, forced labor, famines, and purges in the 20th century. This figure is divided among

several countries:

Soviet Union: 20 million

China: 65 million

Cambodia: 2 million



North Korea: 2 million

Vietnam: 1 million

Eastern Europe: 1 million

These estimates have sparked considerable debate among historians, with some arguing that the

figures might be inflated or that methodologies used for gathering data were flawed.

The Nature of Repression

The authors argue that communist regimes employed a systematic approach to repression that

included:

- Political Purges: Targeting perceived enemies of the state, including intellectuals, political dissidents,

and even ordinary citizens.

- Forced Labor Camps: Utilizing Gulags in the Soviet Union and similar facilities in other countries to

punish and exploit political prisoners.

- Social Engineering: Implementing policies that led to mass famines, such as the Great Leap Forward

in China, which resulted in catastrophic food shortages.

Historical Context and Case Studies

To illustrate their arguments, the authors of the Black Book of Communism provide several case

studies that showcase the impact of communism in various countries.
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