BLACK HISTORY MONTH TRIVIA GAME

BLAcCk HISTORY MONTH TRIVIA GAME IS AN ENGAGING AND EDUCATIONAL WAY TO CELEBRATE AND HONOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. T AKING PLACE EVERY FEBRUARY IN THE UNITED STATES, BLAck HisTory
MONTH SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE STRUGGLES, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.
TRIVIA GAMES FOCUSED ON THIS THEME NOT ONLY PROVIDE ENTERTAINMENT BUT ALSO EDUCATE PARTICIPANTS ABOUT
IMPORTANT FIGURES, EVENTS, AND MILESTONES THAT HAVE SHAPED THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE
WILL DELVE INTO THE IMPORTANCE OF BLACK HiSTORY MONTH, OFFER TIPS FOR ORGANIZING A TRIVIA GAME, AND PROVIDE A
SELECTION OF TRIVIA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS TO HELP YOU GET STARTED.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BLACK HiISTORY MONTH

BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAS FIRST ESTABLISHED IN 1926 BY HISTORIAN CARTER G. W/ OODSON, WHO AIMED TO HIGHLIGHT
THE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS TO U.S. HISTORY. INITIALLY CELEBRATED FOR JUST A WEEK,
IT WAS LATER EXPANDED TO A MONTH IN 1976 DURING THE UNITED STATES BICENTENNIAL. THE OBSERVANCE OF BLACK
HisTorRY MONTH SERVES SEVERAL KEY PURPOSES:

1. EDUCATION AND AW ARENESS

BLAck HisTORY MONTH ENCOURAGES EDUCATION ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY, CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS. IT
RAISES AW ARENESS OF THE CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY, SUCH AS SLAVERY,
SEGREGATION, AND SYSTEMIC RACISM. BY LEARNING ABOUT THESE ISSUES, INDIVIDUALS CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND THE ONGOING
STRUGGLES FOR EQUALITY AND JUSTICE.

2. CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT

THIS MONTH PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF PROMINENT FIGURES SUCH AS MARTIN LUTHER
KINGJR./ Rosa PAEKS/ AND MAYA ANGELOU, AS WELL AS COUNTLESS UNSUNG HEROES WHO HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS
IN VARIOUS FIELDS, INCLUDING SCIENCE, ART, POLITICS, AND SPORTS.

3. FosTERING UNITY AND COMMUNITY

BLAck HiISTORY MONTH FOSTERS UNITY AMONG DIVERSE COMMUNITIES BY PROMOTING DIALOGUE, UNDERSTANDING, AND
COLLABORATION. ENGAGING IN ACTIVITIES LIKE TRIVIA GAMES CAN BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER, HELPING TO BUILD CONNECTIONS
AND MUTUAL RESPECT.

ORGANIZING A BLAck HisTorY MoNTH TriIVIA GAME

CREATING A TRIVIA GAME CENTERED AROUND BLACK HISTORY MONTH CAN BE A FUN AND EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR
PARTICIPANTS OF ALL AGES. HERE ARE SOME STEPS TO CONSIDER WHEN ORGANIZING YOUR TRIVIA GAME:

1. DECIDE ON THE FORMAT

CHOOSE A FORMAT THAT WORKS BEST FOR YOUR AUDIENCE. SOME OPTIONS INCLUDE:



- IN-PERSON EVENT: GATHER A GROUP AT A COMMUNITY CENTER, SCHOOL, OR HOME.
- VIRTUAL EVENT: USE VIDEO CONFERENCING TOOLS TO CONNECT WITH PARTICIPANTS REMOTELY.
- HyBrID EVENT: COMBINE BOTH IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE A WIDER AUDIENCE.

2. SELECT A PLATFORM

IF YOU’RE HOSTING THE TRIVIA GAME VIRTUALLY, CONSIDER USING PLATFORMS LIKE ZOOM, GOOGLE MEET, OR KAHOOT, WHICH
OFFER INTERACTIVE FEATURES THAT CAN ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE. FOR IN-PERSON EVENTS, PREPARE PRINTED TRIVIA SHEETS OR
USE A PROJECTOR FOR LARGER GROUPS.

3. DeveLopr TRrIVIA QUESTIONS

CRAFT A VARIETY OF QUESTIONS THAT COVER DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF BLACK HISTORY. AIM FOR A MIX OF DIFFICULTY LEVELS
TO ENGAGE PARTICIPANTS. QUESTIONS CAN INCLUDE MULTIPLE-CHOICE, TRUE/FALSE, AND OPEN-ENDED FORMATS.

4. CHoosE PRrIzes

INCENTIVIZE PARTICIPATION BY OFFERING PRIZES. THESE CAN BE GIFT CARDS, BOOKS BY AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTHORS, OR ITEMS
THAT CELEBRATE BLACK CULTURE AND HISTORY.

5. PROMOTE THE EVENT

UsE socIAL MEDIA, COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDS, OR EMAIL NEWSLETTERS TO SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT YOUR TRIVIA GAME.
HIGHLIGHT THE EDUCATIONAL ASPECT TO ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION.

SAMPLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

TO HELP YOU GET STARTED, HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS ALONG WITH THEIR ANS\WERS!

1. HisTorICAL FIGURES

1. QUESTION: WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN TO WIN A NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE?
- ANSWER: TONI MORRISON

2. QUESTION: WHAT YEAR DID MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DELIVER HIS ICONIC “| HAVE A DREAM” SPEECHP
- ANSwER: 1963

3. QUESTION: WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO SERVE AS A U.S. SUPREME COURT JUSTICE?
- ANSWER: THURGOOD MARSHALL

2. CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

1. QUESTION: WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THE BUS BOYCOTT THAT STARTED IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, IN 1955°P
- ANSWER: MONTGOMERY Bus BoycoTT



2. QUESTION: WHO WAS THE LEADER OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP Conrerence (SCLC)?
- ANSWER: MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr.

3. QUESTION: IN WHAT YEAR DID THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT BECOME LAW?
- ANswEr: 1965

3. CULTURE AND ARTS

1. QUESTION: WHICH AFRICAN AMERICAN ARTIST IS KNOWN FOR THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE AND PAINTED “THE MIGRATION
SERIES”?
- ANSWER: JACOB LLAWRENCE

2. QUESTION: WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN TO BE CROWNED MISS AMERICA?
- ANSWER: VANESSA W ILLIAMS

3. QUESTION: WHICH GENRE OF MUSIC ORIGINATED IN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY?
- ANSWER: JAZZ

4. SPORTS

1. QUESTION: WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO PLAY IN MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL IN THE MODERN ERA?
- ANSWER: JACKIE ROBINSON

2. QUESTION: WHICH AFRICAN AMERICAN BOXER WAS KNOWN AS “THE GREATEST” AND FAMOUSLY SAID, “| FLOAT LIKE A
BUTTERFLY, STING LIKE A BEE"?
- ANSWER: MUHAMMAD ALI

3. QUESTION: WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN TO WIN AN OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL?
- ANSWER: JOHNNIE MAE CHAPPELL

5. SCIENCE AND INNOVATION

1. QUESTION: WHO INVENTED THE TRAFFIC LIGHT AND PATENTED IT IN 1923?
- ANSWER: GARRETT MORGAN

2. QUESTION: WHICH AFRICAN AMERICAN SCIENTIST IS KNOWN FOR HIS WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND DEVELOPING CROP
ROTATION METHODS?
- ANSWER: GEORGE W ASHINGTON CARVER

3. QUESTION: WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN TO RECEIVE A PH.D. IN CHEMISTRY IN THE UNITED STATES?
- ANSWER: ALICE BALL

CONCLUSION

A BLACK HISTORY MONTH TRIVIA GAME IS AN EXCELLENT WAY TO ENGAGE WITH AND EDUCATE OTHERS ABOUT THE RICH
HISTORY AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS. BY ORGANIZING A TRIVIA EVENT, PARTICIPANTS CAN LEARN ABOUT
SIGNIFICANT FIGURES, EVENTS, AND CULTURAL MILESTONES WHILE FOSTERING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND UNITY. W/HETHER
YOU CHOOSE TO HOST A SMALL GATHERING OR A LARGER EVENT, THE KEY IS TO MAKE IT ENJOYABLE AND INFORMATIVE. W ITH
THE SAMPLE QUESTIONS PROVIDED AND THE STEPS OUTLINED, YOU ARE WELL ON YOUR WAY TO CREATING A MEMORABLE AND
IMPACTFUL TRIVIA GAME THAT HONORS BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT MONTH IS CELEBRATED AS BLACK HISTORY MONTH IN THE UNITED STATES?

FEBRUARY

\Y/HICH HISTORICAL FIGURE IS KNOWN FOR LEADING THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD?

HARRIET TUBMAN

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE 1963 MARCH ON W ASHINGTON?

To ADVOCATE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS.

\WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN TO WIN A NOBEL PRrIZE IN
LITERATURE?

T onNl MORRISON

\WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION SUPREME
COURT CASE?

|T DECLARED RACIAL SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNCONSTITUTIONAL.
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