BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET

BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL EDUCATIONAL TOOL DESIGNED TO HELP STUDENTS
UNDERSTAND THE HISTORIC SUPREME COURT CASE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION. THIS LANDMARK DECISION
FUNDAMENTALLY TRANSFORMED THE LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN EDUCATION BY DECLARING RACIAL SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THE WORKSHEET TYPICALLY INCLUDES A VARIETY OF QUESTIONS, ACTIVITIES, AND PROMPTS
AIMED AT DEEPENING STUDENTS’ COMPREHENSION OF THE CASE’S BACKGROUND, LEGAL ARGUMENTS, SOCIAL CONTEXT, AND
LONG-TERM IMPACT. INCORPORATING A BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET INTO CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION ALLOWS
EDUCATORS TO ENGAGE STUDENTS WITH CRITICAL CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY WHILE FOSTERING ANALYTICAL SKILLS. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE OF THESE WORKSHEETS, HIGHLIGHTS KEY LEARNING OBJECTIVES, AND PROVIDES
PRACTICAL TIPS FOR THEIR EFFECTIVE USE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OFFER A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THE BROWN VS BOARD
OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET AND ITS ROLE IN TEACHING ONE OF THE MOST PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN U.S. JUDICIAL HISTORY.

o OVERVIEW OF BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION
® PURPOSE AND BENEFITS OF THE \W ORKSHEET

CoMMoN COMPONENTS OF A BROWN VS BoARD OF EDUCATION \¥/ ORKSHEET

How To USE THE W/ ORKSHEET EFFECTIVELY

SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

INTEGRATING THE \W ORKSHEET INTO CURRICULUM

OVERVIEW OF BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION

(UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL AND LEGAL CONTEXT OF BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION IS CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET. THIS 1954 SupreME COURT CASE OVERTURNED THE
1896 PLESSY V. FERGUSON RULING THAT HAD ESTABLISHED THE “SEPARATE BUT EQUAL” DOCTRINE. BY DECLARING THAT
STATE LAWS ESTABLISHING SEPARATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR BLACK AND WHITE STUDENTS WERE INHERENTLY UNEQUAL, THE
COURT MANDATED THE DESEGREGATION OF SCHOOLS ACROSS AMERICA. THE CASE WAS A CONSOLIDATION OF FIVE DIFFERENT
CASES CHALLENGING SEGREGATION, WITH OLIVER BROWN AS THE LEAD PLAINTIFF. THE UNANIMOUS DECISION AUTHORED BY
CHIEF JUSTICE EARL W/ ARREN MARKED A CRITICAL VICTORY FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, SETTING A PRECEDENT FOR
FUTURE ANTI-DISCRIMINATION RULINGS.

HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

BEFORE THE BROWN DECISION, RACIAL SEGREGATION WAS LEGALLY SANCTIONED IN MANY STATES, PARTICULARLY IN THE
SOUTHERN UNITED STATES. AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS WERE REQUIRED TO ATTEND SEPARATE SCHOOLS THAT WERE OFTEN
UNDERFUNDED AND INFERIOR IN QUALITY COMPARED TO SCHOOLS FOR WHITE STUDENTS. THE SOCIAL AND LEGAL CHALLENGES
FACED BY BLACK FAMILIES SEEKING EQUAL EDUCATION PAVED THE WAY FOR THE CASE. THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT oF CoLored PeopLE (NAACP) PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN ORGANIZING THE LEGAL BATTLE AGAINST
SEGREGATION.

LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE SUPREME COURT’S RULING IN BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION EMPHASIZED THAT SEGREGATION VIOLATED THE EQUAL
ProTECTION CLAUSE OF THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT. THIS RULING REJECTED THE NOTION THAT SEPARATE FACILITIES COULD
EVER BE TRULY EQUAL, FUNDAMENTALLY REDEFINING CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS AGAINST RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN



EDUCATION. |T CATALYZED LEGISLATIVE AND SOCIAL CHANGES, INFLUENCING CIVIL RIGHTS POLICIES NATIONWIDE.

PURPOSE AND BENEFITS OF THE W/ ORKSHEET

THE BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET IS DESIGNED TO FACILITATE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT WITH COMPLEX LEGAL
AND SOCIAL ISSUES SURROUNDING SCHOOL SEGREGATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS. |T HELPS STUDENTS ANALYZE PRIMARY SOURCE
MATERIALS, UNDERSTAND JUDICIAL REASONING, AND APPRECIATE THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF THE CASE. EDUCATORS BENEFIT
FROM A STRUCTURED FRAMEWORK TO GUIDE DISCUSSIONS AND ASSESSMENTS RELATED TO THIS HISTORIC RULING.

ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING

BY WORKING THROUGH THE \WORKSHEET, STUDENTS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AS THEY EVALUATE ARGUMENTS
PRESENTED IN THE CASE AND CONSIDER ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY. THE WORKSHEET ENCOURAGES LEARNERS TO COMPARE
PERSPECTIVES, ANALYZE CAUSE AND EFFECT, AND SYNTHESIZE INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS SOURCES.

SupPPORTING CURRICULUM STANDARDS

THE WORKSHEET ALIGNS WITH CoMMON CORE AND STATE STANDARDS RELATED TO HISTORY, CIVICS, AND SOCIAL STUDIES. T
SUPPORTS OBJECTIVES SUCH AS UNDERSTANDING CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, INTERPRETING HISTORICAL EVENTS, AND RECOGNIZING
THE ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY IN SOCIAL CHANGE.

CoMMoN CoMPONENTS OF A BROWN VS BoOARD oF EDUCATION \W ORKSHEET

TYPICAL BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEETS INCORPORATE DIVERSE QUESTION FORMATS AND ACTIVITIES TO
ACCOMMODATE DIFFERENT LEARNING STYLES AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS. THE COMPONENTS ARE STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CASE.

ReADING COMPREHENSION (QUESTIONS

THESE QUESTIONS FOCUS ON THE FACTS OF THE CASE, THE ARGUMENTS MADE BY BOTH SIDES, AND THE SUPREME COURT’S
DECISION. THEY OFTEN INCLUDE MULTIPLE-CHOICE, SHORT ANSWER, AND ESSAY PROMPTS.

VOCABULARY AND KEY TERMS

W/ ORKSHEETS FREQUENTLY INCLUDE SECTIONS THAT DEFINE IMPORTANT LEGAL AND HISTORICAL TERMS SUCH AS

< » <

“SEGREGATION,” “EQUAL PROTECTION,” “PLAINTIFF,” AND “PRECEDENT” TO BUILD STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC VOCABULARY.

DocuUMENT ANALYSIS

SOME WORKSHEETS FEATURE EXCERPTS FROM THE SUPREME COURT OPINION OR RELATED HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, PROMPTING
STUDENTS TO ANALYZE LANGUAGE, TONE, AND LEGAL REASONING.

DiscussION AND REFLECTION

THESE ACTIVITIES ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO CONNECT THE CASE TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF EQUALITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS,
FOSTERING DEEPER PERSONAL AND SOCIETAL REFLECTION.



TIMELINE AND CHRONOLOGY

STUDENTS MAY BE ASKED TO PLACE EVENTS RELATED TO THE CASE IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE SEQUENCE
AND CONTEXT OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS.

How To Use THE \W ORKSHEET EFFECTIVELY

MAXIMIZING THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THE BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL
INTEGRATION INTO LESSON PLANS AND ACTIVE FACILITATION BY EDUCATORS. A STRATEGIC APPROACH HELPS STUDENTS GAIN A
THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE CASE AND ITS CONTINUING RELEVANCE.

Pre-ReEADING ACTIVITIES

INTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE SOCIAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SEGREGATION BEFORE DISTRIBUTING THE WORKSHEET. THIS
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE ENHANCES COMPREHENSION AND ENGAGEMENT.

GuiDeD Groupr W oRrk

ENCOURAGE COLLABORATIVE LEARNING BY HAVING STUDENTS WORK IN GROUPS TO DISCUSS QUESTIONS AND SHARE
PERSPECTIVES. GROUP WORK STIMULATES CRITICAL DIALOGUE AND VARIED INTERPRETATIONS.

INCORPORATE MULTIMEDIA RESOURCES

COMPLEMENT THE WORKSHEET WITH VIDEOS, SPEECHES, OR PHOTOGRAPHS RELATED TO BrowN v. BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR
A MULTI-SENSORY LEARNING EXPERIENCE.

ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK

USE COMPLETED WORKSHEETS AS FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS TO GAUGE UNDERSTANDING AND PROVIDE TARGETED FEEDBACK.
THIS SUPPORTS ONGOING LEARNING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS AND TASKS COMMONLY FOUND ON A BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET HELP ILLUSTRATE
ITS INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN AND FOCUS AREAS.

1. EXPLAIN THE MAIN LEGAL ARGUMENT THAT THE PLAINTIFFS PRESENTED IN BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION.

2. DescrIBE THE SUPREME COURT’S REASONING FOR DECLARING SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNCONSTITUTIONAL.
3. LIST THREE IMPACTS OF THE BROWN DECISION ON AMERICAN SOCIETY AND EDUCATION.

4. ANALYZE AN EXCERPT FROM CHIEF JUSTICE EARL W/ ARREN’S OPINION AND SUMMARIZE ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

5. REFLECT ON HOW THE BROWN RULING RELATES TO CURRENT ISSUES OF EQUALITY AND JUSTICE IN EDUCATION.



INTEGRATING THE W/ ORKSHEET INTO CURRICULUM

FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING, THE BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION \WORKSHEET SHOULD BE EMBEDDED WITHIN A BROADER
CURRICULUM ON CIVIL RIGHTS, Us. HISTORY, OR GOVERNMENT. [T FUNCTIONS AS BOTH AN INSTRUCTIONAL AND EVALUATIVE
RESOURCE.

ALIGNMENT WITH EDUCATIONAL GOALS

THE WORKSHEET SUPPORTS LEARNING GOALS SUCH AS UNDERSTANDING CONSTITUTIONAL LAW , RECOGNIZING THE ROLE OF
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, AND DEVELOPING ANALYTICAL SKILLS REQUIRED FOR CIVIC LITERACY.

Cross-DiscIPLINARY OPPORTUNITIES

TEACHERS CAN INTEGRATE THE WORKSHEET INTO SUBJECTS LIKE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS BY FOCUSING ON ARGUMENTATION
OR SOCIAL STUDIES BY EXAMINING HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND IMPLICATIONS.
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ExXTENSION ACTIVITIES

To DEEPEN LEARNING, EDUCATORS MAY SUPPLEMENT THE WORKSHEET WITH DEBATES, RESEARCH PROJECTS, OR CREATIVE
ASSIGNMENTS RELATED TO BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE MAIN PURPOSE OF A BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET?

THE MAIN PURPOSE OF A BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET IS TO HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE, KEY FACTS, AND IMPACT OF THE SupreME COURT CASE BROWN vS. BOARD OF EDUCATION ON RACIAL
SEGREGATION IN SCHOOLS.

\WHY IS BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION AN IMPORTANT TOPIC IN EDUCATION?

BrROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT WAS A LANDMARK SUPREME COURT CASE IN 1954 THAT
DECLARED RACIAL SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNCONSTITUTIONAL, PAVING THE WAY FOR INTEGRATION AND ADVANCING
CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES.

W/HAT KEY CONCEPTS ARE TYPICALLY INCLUDED IN A BROWN VS. BOARD OF
EDUCATION WORKSHEET?

KEY CONCEPTS OFTEN INCLUDE SEGREGATION, 'SEPARATE BUT EQUAL/ DOCTRINE, THE SupreMe COURT DECISION, LINDA
BrowN’s CASE, THURGOOD MARSHALL’S ROLE, AND THE IMPACT ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION EQUALITY.

How cAN A BROWN VvS. BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET HELP STUDENTS LEARN
ABOUT CIVIL RIGHTS?

[T HELPS BY PROVIDING STRUCTURED QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ANALYZE THE CASE’S
BACKGROUND, LEGAL ARGUMENTS, OUTCOMES, AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN THE BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.



\/HAT GRADE LEVELS ARE BROWN VvS. BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEETS SUITABLE
FOR?

THESE WORKSHEETS ARE GENERALLY SUITABLE FOR UPPER ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS,
DEPENDING ON THE COMPLEXITY OF THE CONTENT AND QUESTIONS.

\WHAT TYPES OF QUESTIONS ARE COMMONLY FOUND ON A BROWN VvS. BOARD OF
EDUCATION WORKSHEET?

COMMON QUESTIONS INCLUDE MULTIPLE-CHOICE, SHORT ANSWER, CRITICAL THINKING PROMPTS ABOUT THE CASE’S IMPACT,
TIMELINE SEQUENCING, AND CAUSE-AND-EFFECT ANALYSIS RELATED TO SEGREGATION AND DESEGREGATION.

CAN A BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHEET INCLUDE ACTIVITIES BESIDES
QUESTIONS?

YES, W ORKSHEETS MAY INCLUDE ACTIVITIES LIKE READING COMPREHENSION PASSAGES, VOCABULARY EXERCISES, MAP ANALYSIS,
ROLE-PLAY SCENARIOS, OR WRITING PROMPTS RELATED TO THE CASE AND ITS LEGACY.

How poes BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION RELATE TO THE CONCEPT OF 'SEPARATE
BUT EQUAL'?

THE CASE DIRECTLY CHALLENGED THE 'SEPARATE BUT EQUALI DOCTRINE ESTABLISHED BY PLESSY VS. FERGUSON, WITH THE
SuPREME COURT RULING THAT SEPARATE EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES ARE INHERENTLY UNEQUAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

W/HAT IMPACT DID THE BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION DECISION HAVE ON
AMERICAN SCHOOLS?

THE DECISION LED TO THE DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, ALTHOUGH IMPLEMENTATION WAS
GRADUAL AND MET WITH RESISTANCE IN MANY AREAS.

\X/HERE CAN EDUCATORS FIND PRINTABLE BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION
\WORKSHEETS?

EDUCATORS CAN FIND PRINTABLE WORKSHEETS ON EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES, HISTORY RESOURCE PLATFORMS, TEACHER
RESOURCE SITES LIKE TEACHERS PAY TEACHERS/ OR THROUGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM MATERIALS FOCUSED ON CIVIL RIGHTS
HISTORY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Brown v. BoArD oF EDUCATION: A CIviL RIGHTS MILESTONE AND ITS TROUBLING LEGACY

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE LANDMARK SUPREME COURT CASE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION. IT
EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SEGREGATION IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS AND THE LEGAL BATTLE THAT LED TO THE
DESEGREGATION RULING. THE AUTHOR ALSO EXAMINES THE ONGOING CHALLENGES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATIONAL
EQUALITY IN THE UNITED STATES.

2. SiMPLE JUSTICE: THE HISTORY OF BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION AND BLACK AMERICA'S STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY

A COMPREHENSIVE NARRATIVE DETAILING THE LEGAL FIGHT AGAINST SCHOOL SEGREGATION, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE KEY
FIGURES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION. |T CAPTURES THE BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT AND THE IMPACT OF THE COURT’S DECISION ON AMERICAN SOCIETY. THE TEXT IS BOTH EDUCATIONAL AND ENGAGING,
SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS AND HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS.

3. THe BrownN DECISION AND THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM



FOCUSED ON THE EDUCATIONAL REFORMS FOLLOWING THE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION DECISION, THIS BOOK EXAMINES
HOW SCHOOLS ACROSS THE COUNTRY ADAPTED TO DESEGREGATION MANDATES. |T ANALYZES POLICY CHANGES, RESISTANCE
TO INTEGRATION, AND THE LASTING EFFECTS ON STUDENTS AND COMMUNITIES. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR
EDUCATORS AND POLICYMAKERS.

4. SEPARATE BUT EQUALP THE Brown v. BoarD oF EbucaTioN CONTROVERSY

THIS TITLE OFFERS A CRITICAL LOOK AT THE DOCTRINE OF “SEPARATE BUT EQUAL” AND ITS DISMANTLING THROUGH THE
BROWN CASE. |T PRESENTS MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES ON THE LEGAL ARGUMENTS AND SOCIETAL REACTIONS TO THE RULING. THE
BOOK ENCOURAGES READERS TO UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEXITIES BEHIND EDUCATIONAL SEGREGATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS LAW.

5. TEACHING BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION: LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES

DESIGNED AS A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR TEACHERS, THIS BOOK INCLUDES WORKSHEETS, LESSON PLANS, AND DISCUSSION TOPICS
RELATED TO BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION. |T AIMS TO HELP EDUCATORS BRING THE HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
CASE INTO THE CLASSROOM EFFECTIVELY. THE MATERIALS FOSTER CRITICAL THINKING AND ENGAGEMENT WITH CIVIL RIGHTS
HISTORY.

6. BRownN v. BoARD OF EDUCATION: THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS

THIS BOOK CHRONICLES THE JOURNEY FROM SEGREGATED SCHOOLING TO THE SUPREME COURT’S DECISION THAT DECLARED
SEGREGATION UNCONSTITUTIONAL. [T PROVIDES CONTEXT ON SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND LEGAL BATTLES, HIGHLIGHTING THE
COURAGE OF STUDENTS AND ACTIVISTS. THE NARRATIVE IS ACCESSIBLE, MAKING IT SUITABLE FOR YOUNG READERS AND
EDUCATORS.

7. JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE BRown v. BoArD oF EDUCATION CASE AND ITS IMPACT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY

EXPLORING THE BROADER SOCIETAL IMPACT OF THE BROWN DECISION, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HOW THE RULING INFLUENCED CIVIL
RIGHTS LEGISLATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE. |T INCLUDES PERSONAL STORIES, LEGAL ANALYSIS, AND REFLECTIONS ON ONGOING
CHALLENGES IN ACHIEVING EDUCATIONAL EQUITY. THE BOOK IS IDEAL FOR READERS INTERESTED IN LAW, HISTORY, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE.

8. FroM PLESSY TO BroOwN: THE FIGHT AGAINST SCHOOL SEGREGATION

THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT TRACES THE LEGAL BATTLE FROM THE PLESSY V. FERGUSON DECISION, WHICH UPHELD SEGREGATION
To BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION, WHICH OVERTURNED IT. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE STRATEGIC EFFORTS BY CIVIL RIGHTS
ATTORNEYS AND ACTIVISTS TO CHALLENGE INSTITUTIONALIZED RACISM. |T PROVIDES A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LEGAL
EVOLUTION CONCERNING RACIAL EQUALITY IN EDUCATION.

’

Q. BrownN v. BoARD oF EDUCATION IN AMERICAN MEMORY

EXAMINING HOW BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION HAS BEEN REMEMBERED AND COMMEMORATED, THIS BOOK LOOKS AT ITS PLACE
IN PUBLIC HISTORY AND EDUCATION. |T CONSIDERS THE NARRATIVES CONSTRUCTED AROUND THE CASE AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON
CONTEMPORARY VIEWS OF RACE AND EQUALITY. THE BOOK IS USEFUL FOR THOSE STUDYING MEMORY, HISTORY, AND CULTURAL
REPRESENTATION.
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