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Bo Burnham lyrics new math is a fascinating topic that delves into the intersection of comedy,
music, and mathematics in the work of the talented performer Bo Burnham. Known for his sharp wit
and introspective themes, Burnham's lyrics often explore personal struggles, societal expectations,
and the absurdities of life. In his song "New Math," he presents a clever take on the complexities of
mathematics intertwined with humor and social commentary. This article will analyze the lyrics,
themes, and significance of "New Math," as well as Burnham's unique approach to blending comedy
and music.

Understanding Bo Burnham's Artistic Style

Bo Burnham is a multi-talented artist who has made a name for himself in the worlds of stand-up
comedy, music, and film. His work often reflects his personal experiences and observations about
modern life, making him relatable to a wide audience. Here are some key elements of his artistic
style:

Wordplay: Burnham is known for his clever use of language, incorporating puns, double
entendres, and intricate wordplay into his lyrics.

Social Commentary: Many of his songs critique societal norms, expectations, and the
absurdities of contemporary culture.

Introspection: Burnham often delves into his own mental health struggles, providing an
honest and vulnerable perspective.

Musical Variety: His music spans several genres, allowing him to experiment with different
sounds and styles.

These elements come together to create a unique comedic experience that resonates with audiences,
making his work memorable and impactful.

Overview of "New Math"

"New Math" is a standout track from Burnham's 2010 album, "Bo Burnham." The song humorously
addresses the frustration many people feel when confronted with the complexities of mathematics,
particularly in the context of education. The lyrics cleverly juxtapose the simplicity of basic arithmetic
with the more complicated concepts introduced in higher levels of math, highlighting the
disconnection that often exists between students and the subject.



The Structure of the Song

The song is structured in a way that mimics a traditional educational format, with Burnham taking on
the role of a teacher. This approach allows him to engage the audience while delivering his comedic
critiques. The song is characterized by:

Verse 1: An introduction to the concept of "new math," where Burnham outlines the1.
differences between traditional arithmetic and more advanced mathematical concepts.

Chorus: A catchy and humorous refrain that encapsulates the frustration and confusion2.
associated with learning new mathematical concepts.

Verse 2: Further exploration of specific mathematical ideas, using absurdity and humor to3.
highlight the often arbitrary nature of mathematical rules.

Conclusion: A reflective ending that ties back to the song's central theme, emphasizing the4.
potential disconnect between education and real-life application.

Thematic Analysis

The lyrics of "New Math" delve into several themes, making it more than just a comedic take on
mathematics. Some of the prominent themes include:

Frustration with Education

Burnham's lyrics express a sense of frustration with the educational system, particularly in how it
approaches the teaching of math. He underscores the disconnect between what is taught in schools
and what students find relevant or useful in their daily lives. This theme resonates with many who
have experienced similar frustrations in their own educational journeys.

Complexity vs. Simplicity

Another key theme in "New Math" is the contrast between complex mathematical concepts and the
simplicity of basic arithmetic. Burnham uses humor to illustrate how the introduction of "new math"
can complicate what was once a straightforward subject. This theme serves as a critique of how
education can sometimes overcomplicate basic ideas, leading to confusion rather than understanding.

Absurdity of Academic Standards

Burnham's lyrics also touch upon the absurdity of academic standards and the pressure placed on



students to perform well in subjects that may not align with their interests or talents. He highlights
the arbitrary nature of grades and assessments, pointing out that many students struggle to see the
relevance of what they are learning.

Musical and Lyrical Techniques

Burnham's success in "New Math" can be attributed to several musical and lyrical techniques that
enhance the comedic effect of the song:

Rhythmic Delivery

The pacing and rhythm of Burnham's delivery play a crucial role in the song's comedic impact. His
ability to shift between fast-paced verses and slower choruses creates a dynamic listening experience
that keeps the audience engaged.

Catchy Melodies

The use of catchy melodies in "New Math" makes the song memorable. By combining humor with a
fun musical backdrop, Burnham creates an infectious song that sticks in the minds of listeners.

Visual Elements

In live performances, Burnham often incorporates visual elements, such as props and stage design, to
enhance the overall experience. The combination of music, lyrics, and visuals creates a multi-
dimensional entertainment experience that captivates audiences.

Impact and Reception

"New Math" has been well-received by audiences and critics alike, earning Burnham praise for his
unique approach to comedy. The song resonates with anyone who has struggled with math or felt
disconnected from the educational system. Its catchy melodies and clever lyrics have made it a
favorite among fans.

Burnham's ability to address complex themes through humor has solidified his place in the comedy
scene. He has inspired a new generation of comedians and musicians to explore similar themes in
their work, proving that comedy can be a powerful vehicle for social commentary.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Bo Burnham's "New Math" exemplifies his unique artistic style, blending humor with
insightful commentary on education and the complexities of mathematics. The song's catchy
melodies, clever wordplay, and relatable themes resonate with audiences, making it a memorable
piece in Burnham's repertoire. As he continues to evolve as an artist, "New Math" serves as a
testament to his ability to tackle complex subjects with wit and creativity, solidifying his status as a
leading voice in contemporary comedy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Bo Burnham's 'New Math'?
The main theme of 'New Math' is a satirical take on the complexities of modern education and the
absurdities of learning mathematics in a system that often feels outdated and irrelevant.

How does Bo Burnham use humor in 'New Math'?
Bo Burnham uses humor in 'New Math' through clever wordplay, absurd scenarios, and exaggerated
frustrations with math concepts, making the song both entertaining and thought-provoking.

What mathematical concepts are referenced in 'New Math'?
In 'New Math', Bo Burnham references various mathematical concepts such as addition, subtraction,
and the confusion surrounding them, highlighting the often arbitrary nature of these lessons.

Why is 'New Math' considered a commentary on education?
'New Math' is considered a commentary on education because it critiques the traditional teaching
methods and the pressure students face to conform to standardized learning, often at the expense of
critical thinking.

How does Burnham's background influence 'New Math'?
Bo Burnham's background as a comedian and performer influences 'New Math' by allowing him to
blend satire with personal anecdotes, making the song relatable and reflective of his own experiences
with education.

What makes 'New Math' resonate with audiences?
The song resonates with audiences due to its relatable themes of frustration with math, the pressure
of academic achievement, and Burnham's signature blend of humor and introspection.

In what ways does 'New Math' reflect societal views on



education?
'New Math' reflects societal views on education by addressing the disconnect between academic
curricula and real-world applications, questioning the value of traditional math education in today's
society.

What style of music is 'New Math' set to?
'New Math' is set to a comedic musical style that combines elements of stand-up comedy with catchy
melodies, showcasing Burnham's unique approach to performance art.

How has 'New Math' been received by critics and fans?
'New Math' has been well received by both critics and fans, praised for its witty lyrics, relatable
content, and Burnham's ability to tackle complex subjects with humor and insight.
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