
burbank empire center history
Burbank Empire Center stands as a significant commercial hub in Burbank,
California, representing the evolution of retail and entertainment in a city
renowned for its ties to the film and television industry. Its history is a
reflection of the changing economic landscape of Southern California,
showcasing the intersection of retail development, urban planning, and
community engagement.

Origins of Burbank and the Empire Center

Burbank, located in the San Fernando Valley region of Los Angeles County, has
a rich history dating back to its founding in the early 20th century.
Initially a small agricultural community, Burbank transformed significantly
with the establishment of the film industry.

Early Development: Pre-Empire Center

1. Agricultural Beginnings:
- Before becoming a bustling urban area, Burbank was primarily agricultural,
with crops like citrus and walnuts dominating the landscape.

2. Film and Television Boom:
- The arrival of major studios like Warner Bros. in the 1920s shifted
Burbank's economic focus. The film industry's growth led to increased demand
for local services and amenities.

3. Residential Growth:
- As the film industry flourished, so did the population. Families moved to
Burbank, attracted by job opportunities and a suburban lifestyle.

The Birth of Empire Center

The Burbank Empire Center emerged in the late 1990s, a response to the
growing retail needs of the expanding community. Its development was a
strategic move to create a centralized shopping destination that could serve
both residents and visitors.

Planning and Construction

1. Initial Proposals:



- In the early 1990s, city planners recognized the need for a comprehensive
retail space to accommodate the increasing population and provide essential
goods and services.

2. Location Selection:
- The site chosen for the Empire Center was strategically located near major
thoroughfares, ensuring easy access for shoppers. It was positioned on a
former industrial site, which was often a point of contention regarding land
use.

3. Construction Timeline:
- Groundbreaking occurred in the mid-1990s, with the first phase of
development focusing on establishing anchor stores and essential services.

Opening and Initial Success

1. Grand Opening:
- The Empire Center officially opened its doors in 1999, featuring a mix of
retail, dining, and entertainment options. Major retailers like Target and
Best Buy were among the initial anchors.

2. Community Response:
- The opening was met with enthusiasm from Burbank residents, who appreciated
the convenience of having a comprehensive shopping center within proximity.

3. Economic Impact:
- The Empire Center played a vital role in boosting local employment and
generating tax revenue, contributing to the city's economic stability.

Evolution of Retail Offerings

Over the years, the Burbank Empire Center has adapted to changing consumer
preferences and retail trends. The evolution of its offerings reflects
broader shifts in the retail landscape.

Changes in Retail Landscape

1. Shift to Big Box Retail:
- The early 2000s saw a rise in big box retailers, and the Empire Center
capitalized on this trend by expanding its selection and attracting larger
tenants.

2. Diversification of Offerings:
- In response to competition from online shopping, the center diversified its
offerings by introducing more experiential retail, such as dining and



entertainment options.

3. Sustainability Initiatives:
- In recent years, the Empire Center has embraced sustainability,
incorporating eco-friendly practices in its operations and encouraging
tenants to follow suit.

Key Retailers and Tenants

Some notable retailers and tenants that have established a presence in the
Empire Center include:

- Target: A flagship store that serves as one of the main attractions.
- Best Buy: Electronics retail that draws tech enthusiasts.
- Home Depot: A major player in home improvement supplies.
- Restaurants and Cafés: Including popular chains and local eateries that
enhance the dining experience.

Community Engagement and Events

The Burbank Empire Center has also become a hub for community engagement,
hosting events that foster a sense of community and encourage local
participation.

Annual Events and Activities

1. Holiday Events:
- The center frequently hosts holiday-themed events, including tree lighting
ceremonies, seasonal markets, and family-friendly activities.

2. Local Partnerships:
- Collaborations with local schools and organizations promote arts and
education, with events showcasing student talent and community projects.

3. Health and Wellness Fairs:
- The Empire Center organizes health fairs, providing resources and
information to promote healthy lifestyles among residents.

Community Feedback and Adaptation

1. Surveys and Input:
- The management regularly seeks feedback from the community to understand
their preferences and needs, allowing the center to adapt its offerings



accordingly.

2. Support for Local Businesses:
- The Empire Center collaborates with local entrepreneurs, providing
opportunities for small businesses to thrive within the larger retail
environment.

Challenges and Resilience

Despite its successes, the Burbank Empire Center has faced challenges,
particularly with the rise of e-commerce and changing consumer behaviors.

Adapting to E-commerce Trends

1. Online Shopping Competition:
- The rise of online shopping has posed significant challenges for brick-and-
mortar retailers, prompting the Empire Center to rethink its strategies.

2. Enhanced In-Store Experiences:
- To compete, the center has focused on creating engaging in-store
experiences, such as interactive displays and events that encourage foot
traffic.

Future Development Plans

1. Expansion Opportunities:
- There are ongoing discussions about potential expansions or renovations to
further enhance the shopping experience, including adding new retailers and
improving infrastructure.

2. Community-Centric Focus:
- Future plans will likely continue to emphasize community engagement and
sustainability, ensuring that the center remains a vital part of Burbank’s
social fabric.

The Legacy of Burbank Empire Center

Today, the Burbank Empire Center is more than just a shopping destination; it
has become an integral part of the Burbank community. Its history reflects
the city’s evolution and the changing dynamics of retail, making it a case
study in urban development and community engagement.



Conclusion

The journey of the Empire Center from its inception to its current status
illustrates the resilience and adaptability of the retail environment in
response to societal changes. As it continues to evolve, the Empire Center
remains a testament to Burbank's spirit, its economic vibrancy, and its
commitment to serving the community. The center stands as a landmark that not
only caters to shopping needs but also fosters community ties, making it a
cherished part of the Burbank landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Burbank Empire Center?
The Burbank Empire Center is a shopping and entertainment complex located in
Burbank, California, featuring a mix of retail, dining, and recreational
options.

When was the Burbank Empire Center opened?
The Burbank Empire Center officially opened in 2002, transforming the area
into a major retail destination.

What was the site of the Burbank Empire Center
before it was developed?
Before its development, the site of the Burbank Empire Center was primarily
occupied by warehouses and industrial buildings, which were cleared to make
way for retail development.

Which major retailers can be found at the Burbank
Empire Center?
The Burbank Empire Center features several major retailers, including Target,
Best Buy, and Bed Bath & Beyond, among others.

How has the Burbank Empire Center influenced the
local economy?
The Burbank Empire Center has positively influenced the local economy by
generating jobs, increasing tax revenue, and attracting shoppers to the area.

What types of entertainment options are available at



the Burbank Empire Center?
In addition to shopping, the Burbank Empire Center offers entertainment
options such as a movie theater, dining establishments, and various seasonal
events.

Has the Burbank Empire Center undergone any
renovations since its opening?
Yes, the Burbank Empire Center has undergone several renovations and
expansions to enhance its facilities and improve the shopping experience for
visitors.

How does the Burbank Empire Center compare to other
shopping centers in the area?
The Burbank Empire Center is one of the largest shopping centers in the area,
known for its diverse offerings and convenient location, making it a popular
choice among locals and visitors alike.
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