
blow mold collectors guide
Blow mold collectors guide: If you are a fan of vintage collectibles, blow molds might just be your
next obsession. These whimsical plastic decorations, often associated with holiday themes, have
captured the hearts of many collectors. From Christmas to Halloween, blow molds are not only
nostalgic but also represent a unique aspect of American pop culture. This guide will provide you
with everything you need to know about blow mold collecting, including the history of blow molds,
tips for starting your collection, how to care for your items, and insights into the most sought-after
pieces.

History of Blow Molds

Blow molds originated in the mid-20th century as a way to produce lightweight, durable decorations
for the home and garden. The process involves inflating heated plastic into a mold, allowing
manufacturers to create intricate designs at a lower cost compared to traditional materials.

Early Development

- 1940s-1950s: The first blow molds were primarily used for industrial purposes. However, as plastic
became popular, manufacturers started using this technique for decorative items.
- 1960s: The introduction of blow-molded decorations coincided with the rise of suburban culture in
the United States. Families began to embrace outdoor decorations for holidays, leading to an
explosion in demand.
- 1970s-1980s: This period saw the peak of blow mold production, with companies like Empire,
Union Products, and General Foam becoming household names for seasonal décor.

What Are Blow Molds Made Of?

Blow molds are typically made from:

- Polyethylene: A lightweight, durable plastic that holds color well and can withstand various
weather conditions.
- Polypropylene: Known for its strength and resistance to chemicals, this type of plastic is also used
in some blow molds.
- Paint: Blow molds are often painted with lead-free, UV-stabilized paints to resist fading and
chipping.

Getting Started with Blow Mold Collecting

If you are interested in starting your own collection of blow molds, there are several steps you can
take to ensure you build a quality collection.



Research and Education

- Understand the Market: Learn about different manufacturers, models, and themes. Familiarize
yourself with the history of blow molds and the various styles available.
- Join Collecting Groups: Online forums, Facebook groups, and local clubs can provide valuable
insights and networking opportunities with seasoned collectors.

Where to Find Blow Molds

1. Thrift Shops and Garage Sales: Often, blow molds can be found at affordable prices, especially in
smaller towns.
2. Estate Sales: These sales frequently feature vintage collectibles, including blow molds that may
have been part of a family's holiday traditions.
3. Flea Markets and Antique Stores: These venues can be treasure troves for collectors, offering a
variety of unique pieces.
4. Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay, Etsy, and dedicated collector sites can provide access to
rare and hard-to-find items.

Evaluating Condition and Authenticity

When evaluating blow molds, consider the following factors:

- Condition: Look for cracks, fading, or discoloration. A well-maintained blow mold will have minimal
wear.
- Manufacturer Marks: Familiarize yourself with the logos and marks of popular manufacturers to
help authenticate your pieces.
- Original Packaging: If possible, try to find molds that come with their original boxes or tags, as
these can significantly increase value.

Caring for Your Blow Mold Collection

Proper care and storage are crucial for maintaining the value of your blow molds.

Cleaning Your Blow Molds

- Gentle Cleaning Solutions: Use a mild detergent mixed with water to clean any dirt or grime. Avoid
abrasive cleaners that can scratch the surface.
- Soft Cloths: Use soft cloths or sponges to avoid damaging the paint or plastic.
- Drying: Allow your molds to dry completely before storing them away to prevent mold or mildew
growth.



Storage Tips

- Temperature Control: Store your blow molds in a temperature-controlled environment to prevent
warping or cracking.
- Avoid Direct Sunlight: Prolonged exposure to sunlight can cause colors to fade. Consider storing
them in a shaded area.
- Stacking: If you have multiple molds, stack them carefully to avoid scratching or damaging the
surface.

Popular Themes and Collectible Blow Molds

Several themes stand out in the world of blow mold collecting, particularly during the holiday
seasons.

Christmas Blow Molds

- Santa Claus: Classic Santa molds are perennial favorites, often depicting him in various poses or
styles.
- Nativity Scenes: Blow molds representing the nativity are sought after for their religious
significance and artistic design.
- Snowmen: Charming snowman designs often appeal to collectors for their whimsical nature.

Halloween Blow Molds

- Pumpkins: Iconic jack-o'-lantern molds are popular for Halloween decorating.
- Ghosts and Ghouls: These playful characters can add a spooky yet fun element to Halloween
displays.
- Witches: Collectible witch molds come in various styles, from cute to frightful.

Value and Investment Potential

Collecting blow molds can also be a worthwhile investment. The value of blow molds can vary widely
based on several factors.

Factors Affecting Value

1. Rarity: Limited edition or discontinued molds tend to fetch higher prices.
2. Condition: As with any collectible, the better the condition, the higher the value.
3. Demand: Seasonal trends can affect demand, impacting prices in the marketplace.



Appraising Your Collection

- Consult Experts: Consider reaching out to appraisers or experienced collectors for a professional
evaluation of your collection.
- Research Recent Sales: Check completed sales on online platforms to gauge market value.

Conclusion

With their rich history and nostalgic appeal, blow molds are a delightful collectible that can bring joy
to both collectors and those who appreciate decorative art. Whether you are starting your collection
or looking to expand it, understanding the nuances of blow mold collecting will enhance your
experience. Always remember to care for your items properly, and you may find that your collection
not only brings you pleasure but can also prove to be a wise investment. Happy collecting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a blow mold collector's guide?
A blow mold collector's guide is a resource that provides information on various types of blow molds,
including their history, production details, and values. It often includes photographs, condition
grading, and tips for identifying rare or collectible pieces.

How can I determine the value of my blow mold collection?
The value of a blow mold collection can be determined by factors such as rarity, condition, demand,
and market trends. Consulting a collector's guide, attending auctions, and researching recent sales
can help establish a fair market price.

What are the most sought-after blow mold items for
collectors?
Some of the most sought-after blow mold items include vintage holiday decorations, especially
Halloween and Christmas themes, as well as unique or limited edition pieces from manufacturers
like Empire and Union Products.

Where can I find a blow mold collector's guide?
Blow mold collector's guides can be found in bookstores, online marketplaces like Amazon, or
through collector forums and websites dedicated to vintage collectibles. Some collectors also publish
digital versions for easy access.

What tips do you have for starting a blow mold collection?
Start by researching different types of blow molds and their manufacturers. Attend local flea



markets, estate sales, and online auctions to find pieces. Join collector groups for advice,
networking, and sharing information to enhance your collection.
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