buzz feiten guitars out of business

Buzz Feiten guitars out of business has become a topic of discussion among musicians and guitar
enthusiasts alike. The news has left many fans of the brand wondering about the legacy of Buzz
Feiten, the innovative guitar designer, and the implications of the company's closure. This article
delves into the history of Buzz Feiten guitars, the reasons behind the company's downfall, and the
impact on guitar players and collectors.

History of Buzz Feiten Guitars

Buzz Feiten, an accomplished musician and inventor, founded his guitar company in the 1990s.
Known for his unique approach to guitar tuning and design, Feiten gained recognition within the music
community for his innovative ideas.

Innovative Tuning System

One of Buzz Feiten's most significant contributions to the guitar world was his "Buzz Feiten Tuning
System" (BFTS). This system aimed to improve the intonation and tuning accuracy of guitars,
addressing the common issue of notes sounding out of tune, especially in chords played higher up the
neck.

Key features of the Buzz Feiten Tuning System include:

1. Modified Nut Slot Locations: The nut is positioned slightly differently to accommodate the natural
tuning tendencies of the strings.

2. Custom Compensated Saddles: These saddles are designed to further enhance the intonation
across the fretboard.

3. String Length Measurement: The BFTS considers the string length from the nut to the saddle,
ensuring optimal tuning accuracy.

The BFTS attracted attention from both amateur and professional quitarists, leading to a surge in
demand for Buzz Feiten guitars, particularly among those seeking precision in their instruments.

Collaborations and Signature Models

Buzz Feiten guitars gained further traction through collaborations with various guitar manufacturers.
Notable partnerships included:

- Fender: Buzz Feiten worked with Fender to integrate his tuning system into several of their guitar
models, enhancing their appeal to serious musicians.

- Gibson: Some limited edition models featured the BFTS, marrying traditional craftsmanship with
modern tuning technology.

- Custom Builders: Several boutique guitar builders also adopted Feiten’s designs, creating custom
models that pushed the boundaries of what guitarists could expect from their instruments.



These collaborations helped solidify Buzz Feiten’s reputation in the industry, making his guitars
desirable for collectors and players alike.

Reasons Behind the Business Closure

Despite the initial success and innovative products, Buzz Feiten guitars ultimately faced challenges
that led to the company's closure. Several factors contributed to this unfortunate outcome.

Market Challenges

1. Increased Competition: The guitar market experienced an influx of brands and models, making it
challenging for Buzz Feiten to maintain its niche. New competitors emerged, offering innovative
features at competitive prices.

2. Economic Factors: Economic downturns in the early 2000s affected many luxury goods industries,
including musical instruments. Consumers became more price-sensitive, impacting sales of higher-
end guitars.

3. Changing Trends: As music trends shifted towards digital production and electronic instruments,
the demand for traditional acoustic and electric guitars waned. Buzz Feiten guitars, often seen as
premium instruments, struggled to attract new customers.

Operational Difficulties

1. Manufacturing Costs: Maintaining high-quality craftsmanship and adhering to the standards of the
BFTS increased production costs. This made it difficult to compete with mass-produced guitars.

2. Supply Chain Issues: Like many manufacturers, Buzz Feiten guitars faced supply chain disruptions
that affected their ability to deliver products on time, leading to unsatisfied customers and lost sales.
3. Marketing Challenges: The company struggled to effectively market its unique selling propositions,
such as the BFTS, to a broader audience, resulting in potential customers being unaware of the
benefits of choosing a Buzz Feiten guitar.

Impact on Musicians and Collectors

The closure of Buzz Feiten guitars has significant implications for musicians and collectors who valued
the innovation and quality associated with the brand.

For Musicians

1. Loss of Unique Instruments: Musicians who appreciated the BFTS and the quality of Buzz Feiten
guitars now face a limited selection of alternatives that offer similar features.

2. Resale Value: With the brand going out of business, existing Buzz Feiten guitars may appreciate in
value due to their rarity, appealing to collectors. However, the future resale market remains uncertain



as demand fluctuates.

3. Potential for Repairs: As the number of Buzz Feiten guitars in circulation decreases, finding
replacement parts or repair services becomes more challenging. This could lead to difficulties for
musicians needing maintenance on their instruments.

For Collectors

1. Increased Rarity: Collectors often seek unique and limited-edition guitars. The closure of Buzz
Feiten guitars means that any remaining stock or used guitars will become increasingly rare,
enhancing their collectibility.

2. Investment Opportunities: Some collectors view Buzz Feiten guitars as potential investment pieces,
particularly if they are well-preserved or feature unique characteristics.

3. Community and Legacy: The closure of the brand may diminish the community surrounding Buzz
Feiten guitars. Collector groups, forums, and discussions may become less active as the focus shifts
to other brands.

The Legacy of Buzz Feiten

Despite its closure, the legacy of Buzz Feiten guitars endures. The innovations introduced by Feiten,
particularly the tuning system, continue to influence guitar design and manufacturing.

Influence on Other Brands

Many guitar brands have taken inspiration from Buzz Feiten’s concepts, either by adopting similar
tuning systems or by implementing other innovations that enhance playability and sound quality. This
influence can be seen in various high-end guitar models, signaling that the spirit of innovation lives
on.

Continued Use in the Industry

Many professional musicians who adopted Buzz Feiten guitars continue to use them, showcasing the
instruments in concerts and recordings. Their endorsement serves as a testament to the quality and
craftsmanship that Buzz Feiten guitars represented.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the news of Buzz Feiten guitars out of business marks the end of an era for many
musicians and collectors who cherished the unique innovations and craftsmanship associated with the
brand. While the challenges faced by the company were significant, the legacy left by Buzz Feiten and
his guitars will undoubtedly continue to influence the guitar world for years to come. The brand may
be gone, but the impact of its innovations and the memories of the instruments designed by Buzz



Feiten will resonate within the music community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What led to Buzz Feiten Guitars going out of business?

Buzz Feiten Guitars faced financial difficulties and decreased demand for their unique tuning system,
which ultimately contributed to the company's closure.

What is the Buzz Feiten tuning system?

The Buzz Feiten tuning system is a unique guitar tuning method designed to improve intonation and
overall playability, especially in the context of standard tuning.

Are there still guitars made with the Buzz Feiten tuning
system?

Yes, some manufacturers continue to produce guitars featuring the Buzz Feiten tuning system,
although the company itself is no longer in business.

What impact did Buzz Feiten's closure have on guitar
enthusiasts?

The closure of Buzz Feiten Guitars left many enthusiasts without access to their specific products and
tuning systems, leading to increased interest in other intonation solutions.

Can | still get my guitar set up with the Buzz Feiten tuning
system?

Yes, many professional guitar technicians are trained in the Buzz Feiten tuning system and can
perform setups even after the company has closed.

What are some alternatives to the Buzz Feiten tuning system?

Alternatives include other intonation systems and setups like the Peterson Strobostomp tuner, as well
as traditional setups that aim for better tuning stability.

Did any famous musicians use Buzz Feiten guitars?

Yes, several well-known musicians used Buzz Feiten guitars, appreciating the improved intonation and
playability that the tuning system offered.

Is there a chance Buzz Feiten Guitars could return in the



future?

While there is always a possibility for a brand to be revived, as of now, there have been no official
announcements regarding a return of Buzz Feiten Guitars.

What should I look for in a guitar with the Buzz Feiten tuning
system?

Look for a guitar with the official Buzz Feiten logo, as well as documentation proving it has been set
up properly according to the tuning system.

How has the closure of Buzz Feiten Guitars affected guitar
design?

The closure has prompted some manufacturers to explore alternative tuning and intonation solutions,
potentially leading to innovations in guitar design and technology.
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