
borrow the mla style manual

Borrow the MLA Style Manual to enhance your academic writing and ensure that your work adheres to

the rigorous standards established by the Modern Language Association (MLA). The MLA Style

Manual, now in its ninth edition, serves as a crucial resource for students, educators, and

professionals in the humanities. Whether you are writing a research paper, a thesis, or any other

academic document, understanding how to effectively utilize the MLA format can significantly improve

the clarity and credibility of your work. This article will explore the essential components of the MLA

Style Manual, its importance in academic writing, and practical tips for borrowing and implementing its

guidelines.

Understanding the MLA Style Manual

The MLA Style Manual provides a systematic approach to writing and citing sources in the humanities.

It emphasizes clarity, coherence, and consistency in academic writing. The primary goal of the MLA

format is to facilitate communication among scholars and to honor intellectual property through proper

citation.

Why Use the MLA Style Manual?

The MLA Style Manual is widely used in various academic fields, especially in literature, philosophy,

and the arts. Here are several reasons why you should consider using the MLA format:

1. Standardization: The MLA format offers a standardized structure for academic writing, which helps

readers easily navigate through your work.

2. Credibility: Proper citations enhance the credibility of your arguments and give credit to the original

authors whose work you are referencing.



3. Clarity: The systematic approach of the MLA style improves the overall clarity of your writing.

4. Scholarly Communication: By adhering to a common format, you engage in scholarly conversation

with other researchers and writers.

Key Components of the MLA Style Manual

To effectively borrow from the MLA Style Manual, it is essential to familiarize yourself with its key

components. The following sections outline the most critical elements of the MLA format.

1. Formatting Your Paper

When preparing your document in MLA format, pay attention to the following guidelines:

- Page Layout:

- Use 1-inch margins on all sides.

- Choose a legible font, such as Times New Roman, size 12.

- Double-space your text throughout the document.

- Header and Pagination:

- Create a header that includes your last name and the page number, aligned to the right.

- The header should appear on each page of your paper.

- Title Page:

- MLA does not require a title page. Instead, include your name, your instructor’s name, the course

title, and the date in the upper left corner of the first page.

- Center your title on the next line after your heading, without any special formatting (bold, italics, etc.).



2. In-Text Citations

In-text citations are essential for crediting sources within your writing. The MLA format employs

parenthetical citations that include the author's last name and the page number from which the

information is drawn. Here are some guidelines:

- Basic Format:

- (Author's Last Name Page Number)

- Example: (Smith 23)

- Multiple Authors:

- For two authors: (Smith and Johnson 45)

- For three or more authors: (Smith et al. 60)

- No Author:

- Use a shortened version of the title in quotation marks: (“Impact of Climate Change” 15)

3. Works Cited Page

The Works Cited page is a crucial part of your document, listing all sources referenced in your work.

Here are some key points to remember:

- Placement: The Works Cited page should begin on a new page at the end of your document.

- Title: Center the title "Works Cited" at the top of the page.

- Format: Entries should be double-spaced, and the second and subsequent lines of each entry should

have a hanging indent.

- Entry Format: Follow the specific format for different types of sources:

- Books: Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year.

- Articles: Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal, vol. number, no. number,



Year, pages.

- Websites: Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of Web Page.” Website Name, Publisher, Date of

Publication, URL.

Borrowing the MLA Style Manual

Understanding how to borrow the MLA Style Manual means knowing where to access it and how to

use it effectively. Here are steps and resources for borrowing the manual:

1. Accessing the Manual

You can access the MLA Style Manual through several means:

- Library: Many academic libraries have copies of the MLA Handbook available for students to borrow.

- Online Resources: The MLA website offers various resources, including free guides and sample

papers.

- Bookstores and Online Retailers: The MLA Handbook can be purchased from bookstores or online

platforms like Amazon.

2. Using the Manual Effectively

To make the most of the MLA Style Manual, consider the following tips:

- Consult Regularly: Keep the manual handy while writing to ensure you are adhering to the guidelines.

- Use Examples: Refer to examples provided in the manual for formatting and citation purposes.

- Practice: Familiarize yourself with different types of sources and their respective citation formats by

practicing with sample citations.



Common Mistakes in MLA Formatting

Even seasoned writers can make mistakes when adhering to the MLA format. Here are some common

pitfalls to avoid:

1. Incorrect In-Text Citations: Failing to include the author's name or page number can lead to

confusion.

2. Works Cited Errors: Neglecting the hanging indent or failing to alphabetize entries can detract from

the professionalism of your work.

3. Formatting Issues: Ignoring spacing, font, or margin guidelines can result in a paper that looks

unprofessional.

4. Over-Citation: While it is essential to give credit where it's due, over-citing can make your writing

seem cluttered.

Conclusion

In conclusion, borrowing the MLA Style Manual is an invaluable step toward producing high-quality

academic writing. By understanding the key components of the MLA format, effectively utilizing in-text

citations, and creating a well-organized Works Cited page, you can ensure that your work meets the

standards expected in the humanities. Remember to access the manual through your library, online

resources, or purchase it for reference. By following these guidelines and avoiding common mistakes,

you will enhance the clarity and credibility of your writing, making it more accessible and engaging for

your readers. Embrace the guidelines of the MLA Style Manual, and watch your academic writing

flourish.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the MLA Style Manual?

The MLA Style Manual is a guide published by the Modern Language Association that provides rules

and guidelines for writing in the humanities, particularly in literature, philosophy, and cultural studies.

Why would someone want to borrow the MLA Style Manual?

Individuals often borrow the MLA Style Manual to ensure they are following the correct formatting and

citation guidelines for their academic papers, theses, or research projects.

Where can I borrow the MLA Style Manual?

You can borrow the MLA Style Manual from local libraries, university libraries, or through interlibrary

loan services.

Is there an online version of the MLA Style Manual?

Yes, the MLA offers an online version of its style guide, which can be accessed through their official

website, although it may require a subscription.

What are the key components of the MLA citation style?

Key components of MLA citation style include in-text citations, a Works Cited page, and specific

formatting rules for various types of sources like books, articles, and websites.

How often is the MLA Style Manual updated?

The MLA Style Manual is typically updated every few years to reflect changes in technology and

publishing practices, with the latest edition being the 9th edition released in 2021.

Can I find examples of citations in the MLA Style Manual?

Yes, the MLA Style Manual includes numerous examples of how to cite various sources correctly,

making it a valuable resource for writers.



What is the difference between the MLA Handbook and the MLA Style

Manual?

The MLA Handbook is designed for students and writers, providing practical guidance for writing and

research, while the MLA Style Manual is more comprehensive and aimed at scholars and

professionals.

Are there any online resources that summarize MLA style?

Yes, many educational institutions provide online resources and guides that summarize MLA style,

including Purdue OWL and the MLA's own website.

How can I ensure I'm using the latest MLA guidelines when writing?

To ensure you are using the latest MLA guidelines, refer to the latest edition of the MLA Handbook or

Style Manual, and check reputable educational websites for updates.
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