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Bohr and Lewis Dot Diagrams Worksheet Answers

Understanding atomic structure and chemical bonding is fundamental in chemistry. Two essential
tools used to visualize these concepts are Bohr diagrams and Lewis dot diagrams. In this
comprehensive article, we will explore what Bohr and Lewis dot diagrams are, how to create them,
and provide answers to common worksheet exercises related to these diagrams.

What are Bohr Diagrams?

Bohr diagrams, named after the Danish physicist Niels Bohr, illustrate the arrangement of electrons
in an atom. They provide a simplified model of the atom that helps visualize how electrons are
distributed in various energy levels or shells around the nucleus.

Key Features of Bohr Diagrams

1. Nucleus Representation: The nucleus, composed of protons and neutrons, is depicted at the
center of the diagram.

2. Energy Levels: Electrons are shown in concentric circles (or rings) representing energy levels.
The first energy level can hold up to 2 electrons, the second up to 8, the third up to 18, and so on.
3. Electron Placement: Electrons are added to the energy levels according to the Aufbau principle,
filling the lowest energy levels first.

How to Draw a Bohr Diagram

To create a Bohr diagram for an atom, follow these steps:

1. Identify the Element: Determine the atomic number (number of protons) of the element you are
working with.

2. Locate the Nucleus: Draw a small circle in the center to represent the nucleus.

3. Add Protons and Neutrons: Indicate protons (positive charge) and neutrons (neutral charge) in the
nucleus.

4. Add Electrons: Place electrons in the energy levels surrounding the nucleus based on their
respective energy levels.

What are Lewis Dot Diagrams?

Lewis dot diagrams, also known as Lewis structures, are a simple way to represent the valence



electrons of an atom. These diagrams help visualize how atoms bond with one another to form
molecules.

Key Features of Lewis Dot Diagrams

1. Valence Electrons: Only the valence electrons (the outermost electrons) are represented in Lewis
dot diagrams.

2. Element Symbols: The chemical symbol of the element is surrounded by dots that represent the
valence electrons.

3. Bonds Representation: Shared electron pairs between atoms are represented by lines connecting
the symbols of the atoms.

How to Draw a Lewis Dot Diagram

To create a Lewis dot diagram, follow these steps:

1. Determine Valence Electrons: Identify the number of valence electrons based on the group
number of the element in the periodic table.

2. Draw the Element Symbol: Write the chemical symbol of the element.

3. Place Dots: Place dots around the symbol to represent the valence electrons. Dots are placed in
pairs, starting from one side and moving clockwise.

4. Show Bonds: For molecules, show shared electrons between atoms as lines.

Common Worksheet Problems and Answers

To help solidify understanding, let’s explore common worksheet problems associated with Bohr and
Lewis dot diagrams.

Example 1: Drawing Bohr Diagrams

Problem: Draw the Bohr diagram for oxygen (O), which has an atomic number of 8.

Answer:

1. The nucleus has 8 protons and 8 neutrons.
2. The first energy level has 2 electrons.

3. The second energy level has 6 electrons.
4. Diagram:
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- Nucleus: 8 protons, 8 neutrons (not shown in detail here).
- Energy Levels: First shell: 2 electrons. Second shell: 6 electrons.

Example 2: Drawing Lewis Dot Diagrams

Problem: Draw the Lewis dot diagram for chlorine (Cl), which has 7 valence electrons.

Answer:

1. The symbol for chlorine is CI.

2. Place 7 dots around Cl, with one pair and three single dots.
3. Diagram:

Cl

- Dots: 7 dots represent 7 valence electrons.

Example 3: Identifying Molecular Shapes Using Lewis
Structures

Problem: Draw the Lewis structure for water (H20).

Answer:

1. Oxygen has 6 valence electrons.

2. Each hydrogen contributes 1 valence electron, giving a total of 8 electrons.
3. Diagram:

TS O

- Bonds: Two single bonds between O and H, plus two lone pairs on O.

Example 4: Drawing Bohr Diagrams for Ions

Problem: Draw the Bohr diagram for a sodium ion (Na*).



Answer:

1. Sodium (Na) has an atomic number of 11, meaning it has 11 protons and, in neutral form, 11
electrons.

2. As an ion (Na"), it has lost 1 electron, leaving 10 electrons.

3. Diagram:

Na*
| |
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- Nucleus: 11 protons and 12 neutrons.
- Energy Levels: First shell: 2 electrons. Second shell: 8 electrons.

Practical Applications of Bohr and Lewis Dot Diagrams

Both Bohr and Lewis dot diagrams are essential in various areas of chemistry and can be applied in
multiple contexts:

1. Chemical Education: They serve as foundational tools in teaching students about atomic structure
and chemical bonding.

2. Molecular Modeling: Understanding electron arrangements helps in predicting molecular shapes
and reactivity.

3. Chemical Reactions: They provide insight into how atoms interact during chemical reactions,
determining product formation.

Conclusion

In summary, Bohr and Lewis dot diagrams are indispensable tools in chemistry that aid in visualizing
atomic structure and chemical bonding. By understanding how to create and interpret these
diagrams, students and professionals can enhance their comprehension of chemical principles.
Worksheets that focus on these diagrams often include a variety of exercises that reinforce these
concepts, ensuring a well-rounded grasp of atomic theory and molecular interactions. Mastery of
these diagrams not only aids in academic success but also lays the groundwork for further studies in
chemistry and related fields.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Bohr diagram and how does it differ from a Lewis



dot diagram?

A Bohr diagram represents the arrangement of electrons in an atom, showing electrons in defined
energy levels around the nucleus. In contrast, a Lewis dot diagram focuses on the valence electrons
and illustrates how they bond with other atoms, typically representing molecules.

How do you determine the number of valence electrons for a
Lewis dot diagram?

To find the number of valence electrons for an element in a Lewis dot diagram, refer to its group
number in the periodic table. For example, elements in Group 1 have 1 valence electron, while those
in Group 17 have 7 valence electrons.

What information does a Bohr diagram provide about an
atom?

A Bohr diagram provides information about the number of protons, neutrons, and electrons in an
atom, as well as the arrangement of electrons in energy levels. This helps to visualize the atomic
structure and understand the atom's behavior.

Can Lewis dot diagrams represent ionic compounds?

Yes, Lewis dot diagrams can represent ionic compounds by showing the transfer of electrons from
one atom to another. The diagram will illustrate the electron configuration of the resulting ions and
their charges.

How do you draw a Lewis dot diagram for a covalent molecule?

To draw a Lewis dot diagram for a covalent molecule, start by determining the total number of
valence electrons from all atoms involved. Arrange the atoms and distribute the electrons to form
bonds, ensuring each atom achieves a full outer shell, typically 8 electrons (octet rule).

What are common mistakes to avoid when creating Lewis dot
diagrams?

Common mistakes include not accounting for all valence electrons, failing to satisfy the octet rule for
certain elements, and incorrectly representing multiple bonds. It's important to double-check the
total number of electrons used and the arrangement of atoms.

How can worksheets help in understanding Bohr and Lewis
dot diagrams?

Worksheets provide structured practice in drawing and interpreting Bohr and Lewis dot diagrams.
They often include step-by-step instructions and examples, which help reinforce concepts and
improve retention through hands-on learning.



Where can I find reliable worksheets for Bohr and Lewis dot
diagrams?

Reliable worksheets for Bohr and Lewis dot diagrams can be found on educational websites, teacher
resource sites, and online platforms like Khan Academy or teacherspayteachers.com, where
educators share their materials.
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