
bulgakov heart of a dog
bulgakov heart of a dog is a seminal work of Soviet literature that explores themes of
transformation, identity, and social critique through a unique blend of satire and science fiction.
Written by Mikhail Bulgakov, this novella delves into the story of a stray dog who undergoes a
radical transformation into a human being through experimental surgery. The narrative provides not
only a fascinating exploration of the boundaries between human and animal but also serves as a
sharp commentary on the social and political climate of early Soviet Russia. This article will examine
the plot, characters, themes, and historical context of Bulgakov’s heart of a dog, as well as its
literary significance and legacy. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of this influential
work and its enduring relevance in literature and culture.
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Plot Summary of Bulgakov Heart of a Dog
The plot of Bulgakov heart of a dog centers around a stray dog named Sharik who is taken in by a
brilliant and eccentric surgeon, Professor Preobrazhensky. The professor conducts an experimental
operation to transform Sharik into a human by transplanting human organs into the dog. Following
the surgery, Sharik gradually develops human characteristics, adopting the name Poligraf
Poligrafovich Sharikov. However, his transformation brings chaos and disruption as his crude
behavior and lack of social refinement clash with the expectations of the civilized world. The story
traces the consequences of this scientific experiment and explores the tensions between nature and
nurture, as well as the implications of forced social engineering.

Main Characters in Bulgakov Heart of a Dog
The novella features a concise but memorable cast of characters that embody various aspects of the
story's themes and social critique. Each character plays a crucial role in advancing the plot and
highlighting the novel's satirical tone.



Sharik/Poligraf Poligrafovich Sharikov
Sharik is the central character, initially a stray dog living on the streets of Moscow. After the
operation, he becomes Poligraf Poligrafovich Sharikov, a crude and uncultured human being whose
behavior challenges social norms. Sharikov's character symbolizes the clash between animal
instincts and human societal expectations.

Professor Preobrazhensky
The professor is a highly skilled and authoritative surgeon who performs the experimental operation.
He represents the scientific and intellectual elite, embodying rationalism and the desire to control
and improve nature. His character also reflects the ethical dilemmas involved in scientific
experimentation.

Dr. Ivan Arnoldovich Bormenthal
Dr. Bormenthal is the professor's loyal assistant who supports the experiment and provides a voice
of reason throughout the story. He plays an important role in managing the consequences of
Sharikov’s transformation and offers insight into the scientific and moral aspects of the narrative.

Themes and Symbolism in Bulgakov Heart of a Dog
Bulgakov heart of a dog is rich with themes and symbolic elements that deepen the narrative and
enhance its critique of society and human nature.

Transformation and Identity
The central theme of transformation explores the boundaries between human and animal, nature
and nurture. Sharik’s metamorphosis raises questions about identity, consciousness, and the
essence of humanity. The novella scrutinizes whether external changes can fundamentally alter
one’s nature or social behavior.

Critique of Soviet Society
The novella serves as a satirical indictment of the Soviet regime’s attempts at social engineering and
the imposition of ideological conformity. Sharikov’s crude and disruptive behavior is emblematic of
the perceived failures of forced cultural and political transformation in the newly established Soviet
system.

Science and Ethics
Bulgakov raises ethical questions about scientific experimentation and the limits of human
intervention. Professor Preobrazhensky’s operation blurs the line between scientific progress and



moral responsibility, highlighting the potential dangers of unchecked ambition.

Symbolism

Sharikov as the “New Soviet Man”: Represents the idealized but flawed product of Soviet
social policies.

The Operation: Symbolizes radical attempts to reshape society through science and ideology.

The Professor’s Apartment: A microcosm of pre-revolutionary culture and intellectualism.

Historical and Social Context
Understanding the historical backdrop of Bulgakov heart of a dog is essential to fully grasp its
meaning and impact. Written in the early 1920s but censored for many years, the novella reflects the
tensions and challenges of post-revolutionary Soviet Russia.

Soviet Political Climate
The story critiques the Bolshevik regime's radical reforms and the social upheavals following the
1917 Russian Revolution. The forced transformation of Sharik into Sharikov allegorizes the
imposition of Soviet ideals on individuals and society, often with chaotic and undesirable results.

Censorship and Publication History
Due to its controversial content and satirical tone, Bulgakov’s work faced censorship, and full
publication was delayed until the late 20th century. This history reflects the broader suppression of
dissenting voices in Soviet literature and the challenges faced by authors critical of the regime.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Bulgakov employs a distinctive blend of satire, science fiction, and social commentary in heart of a
dog. The novella’s style contributes significantly to its effectiveness and enduring appeal.

Satire and Humor
The work uses wit and irony to expose the absurdities of Soviet society and human nature. The
transformation of a dog into a disruptive human being serves as a humorous yet biting metaphor for
social critique.



Science Fiction Elements
Incorporating speculative scientific experimentation, the novella explores themes common to science
fiction, such as identity and ethics in scientific advancement. This genre blending allows Bulgakov to
address complex issues in an engaging and imaginative way.

Narrative Perspective
The story is narrated from the viewpoint of the professor’s assistant, Dr. Bormenthal, providing a
semi-objective account that balances scientific observation with personal reflection. This perspective
enhances the novella’s credibility and depth.

Legacy and Adaptations
Bulgakov heart of a dog remains a significant work in Russian and world literature, influencing
numerous writers and inspiring various adaptations across media.

Literary Influence
The novella has been studied extensively for its innovative approach to satire and its insightful social
commentary. It is considered a classic example of Soviet-era literature that challenges
authoritarianism through creative storytelling.

Film and Theater Adaptations
Heart of a Dog has been adapted into several films and stage productions, demonstrating its
versatility and continued relevance. These adaptations often emphasize the story’s satirical and
ethical dimensions, bringing the narrative to new audiences.

Contemporary Relevance
The themes of transformation, identity, and the ethical limits of science continue to resonate in
modern discussions about biotechnology, social engineering, and political ideologies. Bulgakov’s
work invites ongoing reflection on these critical issues.

Exploration of identity and human nature1.

Critique of authoritarian social policies2.

Ethical considerations in scientific progress3.

Enduring influence in literature and culture4.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Bulgakov's 'Heart of a Dog'?
The main theme of 'Heart of a Dog' is the conflict between nature and nurture, exploring the
consequences of scientific experimentation on identity and the essence of humanity.

Who is the protagonist in 'Heart of a Dog' by Bulgakov?
The protagonist is Professor Preobrazhensky, a brilliant and eccentric surgeon who performs an
experimental operation on a stray dog, transforming it into a human.

What is the significance of the character Sharikov in 'Heart of
a Dog'?
Sharikov represents the chaotic and uncultured side of human nature, serving as a critique of the
Soviet attempt to reshape society through artificial means and the dangers of forced social
engineering.

How does Bulgakov use satire in 'Heart of a Dog'?
Bulgakov employs satire to criticize the Soviet regime and its utopian ideals by depicting the
absurdity and unintended consequences of trying to forcibly change human nature through science.

What genre does 'Heart of a Dog' belong to?
'Heart of a Dog' is a satirical science fiction novella that combines elements of fantasy, social
criticism, and political satire.

When was 'Heart of a Dog' written and published?
'Heart of a Dog' was written in 1925 but was censored and not officially published in the Soviet
Union until 1987, long after Bulgakov's death.

How does 'Heart of a Dog' reflect Bulgakov's views on Soviet
society?
The novella reflects Bulgakov's skepticism and criticism of Soviet society, particularly the attempts
to engineer a new socialist man, illustrating the failures and moral dilemmas of such experiments.

Additional Resources
1. The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov
This novel, also by Bulgakov, blends fantasy, romance, and political satire. It tells the story of the



Devil visiting Soviet Moscow, intertwining the fate of a writer known as the Master and his lover
Margarita. The book explores themes of good and evil, human nature, and the oppressive Soviet
regime.

2. We by Yevgeny Zamyatin
A dystopian novel that predates and influenced classics like Orwell’s "1984," "We" depicts a future
totalitarian state where individuality is suppressed. The story is told through the journal of a
mathematician who begins to question the collectivist society. Its critique of authoritarianism
resonates with the satirical tone found in "Heart of a Dog."

3. Animal Farm by George Orwell
This allegorical novella uses farm animals to satirize the Russian Revolution and the rise of
Stalinism. Orwell’s sharp critique of political corruption and the loss of personal freedoms parallels
Bulgakov’s examination of Soviet society’s absurdities. The story is both humorous and deeply
critical, similar to the tone in "Heart of a Dog."

4. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Huxley’s dystopian novel portrays a future society driven by technological control, genetic
engineering, and the suppression of individuality. It examines the consequences of a highly
controlled and dehumanized world, themes that complement the transformation and ethical
questions raised in Bulgakov’s work.

5. 1984 by George Orwell
A seminal work of dystopian fiction, "1984" explores the mechanisms of totalitarian control,
surveillance, and propaganda. Orwell’s depiction of a society stripped of freedom and truth offers a
dark counterpoint to the satirical and absurd elements in "Heart of a Dog." The novel highlights the
dangers of political oppression.

6. Doctor Faustus by Thomas Mann
This novel follows a composer who makes a Faustian bargain, blending themes of artistic creativity,
moral decay, and the rise of fascism in Germany. Like Bulgakov’s narrative, it explores the
consequences of tampering with nature and the human soul, framed within a context of societal
upheaval.

7. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
A psychological exploration of guilt, morality, and redemption, this novel delves deep into the mind
of a man who commits murder. While more serious in tone than "Heart of a Dog," it similarly
investigates human nature, ethical dilemmas, and the complexity of identity.

8. Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka
Kafka’s novella about a man who wakes up transformed into a giant insect is a powerful metaphor
for alienation and identity crisis. The surreal transformation echoes the physical and social changes
seen in Bulgakov’s story, highlighting themes of humanity and otherness.

9. One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
This novel offers a stark, realistic portrayal of a single day in a Soviet labor camp. It provides insight
into the oppressive political system that Bulgakov critiques more satirically in "Heart of a Dog." The
book emphasizes resilience and human dignity under totalitarian rule.
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