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Broken Homes is a pivotal entry in the Rivers of London series by Ben
Aaronovitch, featuring the character of Peter Grant, a young police constable
and apprentice wizard. This novel deepens the exploration of both magical and
mundane London, intertwining themes of family, belonging, and the
complexities of urban life. As Peter navigates the dangers of the
supernatural world, he is also confronted with the realities of his own life,
particularly the implications of broken homes and fractured relationships.
This article delves into the intricacies of Broken Homes, its characters,
themes, and its place within the series.

Overview of the Rivers of London Series

The Rivers of London series follows Peter Grant, a rookie police constable
who becomes involved with the supernatural side of crime-solving after
encountering a ghost while on duty. The series blends urban fantasy with
elements of police procedural, creating a unique narrative style that appeals
to fans of both genres.

- Setting: The series is set in contemporary London, rich with historical
references and cultural nuances.
- Main Characters: Key figures include Peter Grant, his mentor Detective
Chief Inspector Thomas Nightingale, and various other supernatural beings
that inhabit the city.
- Themes: The series explores themes of race, class, and identity, often
through the lens of British folklore and mythology.

Plot Summary of Broken Homes

Broken Homes continues the story of Peter Grant as he investigates a series
of strange occurrences linked to a mysterious building project in the city.
The novel is notable for its intricate plotting and character development,
which allows readers to engage deeply with the narrative.

Key Plot Points

1. The Investigation: Peter and his colleagues from the Folly are drawn into
a case involving a potential magical threat connected to a new housing
development.
2. The Mystery of the Missing Wizards: They uncover a plot involving missing



wizards and the darker side of urban development, raising questions about
community and displacement.
3. Personal Struggles: Throughout the investigation, Peter grapples with his
own family issues, particularly relating to his father and their fractured
relationship.
4. The Role of the Supernatural: The novel explores how the supernatural
influences everyday life in London, echoing themes of gentrification and
urban decay.

Character Development

The characters in Broken Homes are richly drawn, each representing different
aspects of London’s diverse population and the various ways families can be
broken or rebuilt.

Peter Grant

- Growth: Throughout the novel, Peter exhibits significant growth as he
confronts not only external dangers but also his internal struggles regarding
family and identity.
- Family Dynamics: His relationship with his father is a focal point,
highlighting the impact of broken homes on personal development and emotional
health.

Supporting Characters

- Lesley May: Peter’s colleague and friend, her character continues to evolve
as she deals with her own traumatic past and the choices she must make in a
world filled with moral ambiguity.
- Thomas Nightingale: As Peter's mentor, Nightingale represents the
traditional wizard archetype, but his own secrets and burdens add depth to
his character.

Themes in Broken Homes

Broken Homes is rich with themes that resonate with readers, particularly
regarding the nature of family, community, and the impact of urbanization.

Broken Families

The theme of broken homes is prevalent throughout the novel, as characters



navigate their dysfunctional relationships and the consequences of familial
strife. This theme is expressed through:

- Peter’s Relationship with His Father: Their strained interactions serve as
a poignant reminder of the emotional scars left by broken homes.
- Community Displacement: The novel addresses the impact of urban development
on existing communities, echoing real-world issues of gentrification and
loss.

Identity and Belonging

As Peter grapples with his identity as a mixed-race individual in a
predominantly white institution (the police), the novel highlights the
struggles of belonging in a fractured society.

- Cultural Heritage: The exploration of British folklore and mythology serves
to connect Peter to his heritage, which is often at odds with his life as a
police officer.
- Finding Home: The quest for belonging is a central theme, with characters
searching for their place in a world that often feels alien and unwelcoming.

Urban Fantasy and Its Significance

Broken Homes is a prime example of urban fantasy, a genre that combines
magical elements with the realities of urban life. This genre allows for a
unique exploration of contemporary issues through the lens of the
supernatural.

Magic in the Mundane

- Integration of Magic: The novel illustrates how magic exists alongside the
everyday lives of Londoners, often complicating their realities rather than
providing simple solutions.
- Metaphors for Urban Life: The magical elements serve as metaphors for the
complexities of modern life, reflecting the chaos and beauty of urban
existence.

Social Commentary

Aaronovitch uses the fantastical elements of the story to comment on real
societal issues:

- Gentrification: The housing project in the novel symbolizes the



displacement of communities and the loss of cultural identity.
- Police Work: The series critiques the police force, exploring themes of
power, control, and the moral implications of law enforcement in a diverse
society.

The Reception of Broken Homes

Broken Homes has received positive reviews from both critics and readers,
praised for its engaging storytelling, character depth, and social
commentary.

- Critical Acclaim: The novel has been recognized for its clever blending of
genres and its insightful exploration of contemporary issues.
- Reader Feedback: Fans of the series appreciate the growth of the characters
and the intricate plots that keep them coming back for more.

Conclusion

Broken Homes is a significant installment in the Rivers of London series,
offering readers a compelling blend of urban fantasy, social commentary, and
deep character exploration. Through Peter Grant’s experiences, the novel
examines the complexities of broken families and the search for identity in a
rapidly changing world. Ben Aaronovitch’s ability to weave magical elements
into the fabric of everyday life makes this book not just an entertaining
read but also a thought-provoking reflection on contemporary society. As the
series continues, fans are eager to see how Peter’s journey unfolds and how
he navigates the challenges of his personal and professional life amidst the
rich tapestry of London’s magical underbelly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Broken Homes'
by Ben Aaronovitch?
The main themes include the complexities of urban life, the interplay between
magic and the mundane, and the impact of family dynamics on personal
identity.

How does Peter Grant's character evolve in 'Broken
Homes'?
Peter Grant matures as he confronts various challenges, deepening his
understanding of his role as a police officer and a magician, while also



grappling with personal and professional relationships.

What role does London play in 'Broken Homes'?
London serves as a vibrant backdrop, with its rich history and diverse
neighborhoods influencing the plot and character interactions, highlighting
the city's magical underbelly.

Are there any significant new characters introduced
in 'Broken Homes'?
Yes, 'Broken Homes' introduces several new characters, including other
magical practitioners and individuals connected to the overarching mystery,
enriching the narrative and expanding Peter's network.

How does 'Broken Homes' connect to the previous
books in the Rivers of London series?
'Broken Homes' continues the overarching narrative of the Rivers of London
series, building on previous plotlines and character developments while
introducing new mysteries that tie back to earlier events.
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