busch gardens tampa history

Busch Gardens Tampa history reveals a fascinating narrative of transformation and growth
since its inception. Initially conceived as a recreational space for Anheuser-Busch
employees, the park has evolved into one of Florida's most popular attractions. Known for
its lush landscapes, thrilling rides, and diverse animal exhibits, Busch Gardens Tampa has
maintained a strong connection to its roots while continuously adapting to the changing
demands of its visitors. This article explores the park's rich history, its development phases,
and the significant milestones that have shaped it into what we see today.

Early Beginnings

Founding and Opening

Busch Gardens Tampa was established in 1959 by the Anheuser-Busch Brewery as a
hospitality garden for brewery employees and their families. The park opened to the public
on March 31, 1966, featuring lush gardens, a brewery tour, and exotic birds, reflecting the
company's commitment to leisure and entertainment.

- Original Features:
- Tropical gardens

- Free brewery tours
- Exotic bird exhibits
- Picnic areas

Influence of the Brewery

The connection between Busch Gardens Tampa and the Anheuser-Busch Brewery played a
pivotal role in the park's development. Initially, the park was intended to promote the
brewery's products, providing guests with free samples of beer. This aspect not only
attracted visitors but also created a unique atmosphere that blended relaxation with
entertainment.

Expansion and Theming

The 1970s: Growth and Development

In the 1970s, Busch Gardens Tampa began to evolve beyond its initial offerings. The park
started to introduce more attractions, including thrill rides and animal exhibits, reflecting a



shift towards becoming a full-fledged amusement park.

- New Attractions:

- The introduction of rides such as the "Tampa Trolley"

- Expansion of animal exhibits, including the addition of lions and elephants
- Themed areas inspired by different cultures

Introduction of the African Theme

In 1980, the park embraced a more defined theme, focusing on African culture and wildlife.
This thematic approach set Busch Gardens apart from other amusement parks, aiming to
provide an educational experience alongside entertainment.

- Key Features:

- The introduction of Safari rides

- The establishment of the Serengeti Plain exhibit

- Theming of food and retail areas to reflect African culture

Major Milestones and Attractions

80s and 90s: A Decade of Thrills

The 1980s and 1990s marked a significant period for Busch Gardens Tampa as the park
expanded its thrilling ride offerings and animal encounters.

- Notable Attractions:

- The opening of "Kumba," a roller coaster that became a hallmark of the park

- "SheiKra," Florida's first dive coaster, debuted in 2005, pushing the limits of thrill rides
- The development of the “Edge of Africa” exhibit, showcasing African wildlife

2000s: Enhancements and Innovations

As the new millennium approached, Busch Gardens Tampa continued to innovate. The park
introduced several attractions that combined the thrills of amusement rides with the beauty
of nature.

- Innovative Features:

- The addition of “Cheetah Hunt,” a multi-launch coaster that simulates the speed of a
cheetah

- The expansion of the park’s animal care facilities, focusing on conservation

- The introduction of seasonal events, such as Howl-O-Scream and Christmas Town,
enhancing the year-round appeal of the park



Recent Developments

Focus on Conservation and Education

In recent years, Busch Gardens Tampa has placed a strong emphasis on conservation and
education. The park has partnered with various wildlife organizations to promote awareness
and protect endangered species.

- Conservation Initiatives:

- Educational programs for schools and families

- Collaborations with the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA)

- Involvement in global conservation efforts, including breeding programs for endangered
species

Modern Attractions and Experiences

The park continues to introduce modern attractions that cater to diverse audiences,
offering a mix of thrill rides and family-friendly experiences.

- Recent Additions:

- The opening of "Tigris," Florida’s tallest launch coaster, in 2019

- Expansion of animal exhibits, including the new "Jungala" area featuring interactive
experiences

- The introduction of virtual queues and enhanced mobile applications for guest
convenience

The Impact of Busch Gardens Tampa

Economic Contributions

Busch Gardens Tampa has significantly contributed to the local economy through tourism
and job creation. The park attracts millions of visitors annually, making it one of the top
destinations in Florida.

- Economic Impact:

- Creation of thousands of jobs in the region

- Significant contributions to local businesses and tourism
- Investment in community initiatives and partnerships



Community Engagement

The park actively engages with the community, hosting events and programs that foster a
sense of community and promote family-friendly activities.

- Community Programs:

- Educational workshops and events for local schools

- Partnerships with local non-profits and charities

- Seasonal festivals and celebrations that bring together families and visitors

Conclusion: A Legacy of Adventure and
Conservation

The Busch Gardens Tampa history is a story of evolution and growth, from a simple garden
meant for brewery employees to a world-class theme park renowned for its thrilling rides
and dedication to wildlife conservation. The park has successfully navigated the challenges
of changing entertainment landscapes by continuously innovating and enhancing its
offerings. As it looks toward the future, Busch Gardens Tampa remains committed to
providing memorable experiences for families while championing conservation efforts that
protect the planet's diverse ecosystems. Visitors can expect that Busch Gardens will
continue to be a cherished destination where adventure and education come together in
harmony.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Busch Gardens Tampa first opened to the
public?
Busch Gardens Tampa first opened its gates on April 17, 1959.

What was the original purpose of Busch Gardens
Tampa?

Originally, Busch Gardens Tampa was created as a brewery and a garden to showcase the
Anheuser-Busch beers.

How has Busch Gardens Tampa evolved since its
opening?

Since its opening, Busch Gardens Tampa has evolved from a brewery with gardens into a
major theme park featuring thrill rides, animal exhibits, and live entertainment.



What is the significance of the park's name 'Busch
Gardens'?

The name 'Busch Gardens' reflects the founders, the Busch family of Anheuser-Busch, and
their vision of blending horticulture with entertainment.

What major attractions were added in the 1990s?

In the 1990s, Busch Gardens Tampa added several major attractions, including the roller
coaster 'Kumba' and the animal exhibit 'Serengeti Plain'.

How does Busch Gardens Tampa contribute to wildlife
conservation?

Busch Gardens Tampa actively participates in wildlife conservation through its breeding
programs, educational initiatives, and partnerships with various conservation organizations.
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