
born yesterday play script
Born Yesterday is a play script that has captivated audiences since its debut
in 1946. Written by Garson Kanin, the play revolves around the themes of
politics, corruption, and personal awakening. With its sharp dialogue and
engaging characters, "Born Yesterday" serves as both a romantic comedy and a
social commentary. The story centers on Billie Dawn, a showgirl who becomes
increasingly aware of the world around her, particularly as she interacts
with a journalist who seeks to educate her about the political landscape.
This article delves into the various elements of the play, including its
plot, characters, themes, and its impact on theatre and society.

Plot Overview

The plot of Born Yesterday primarily follows the relationship between Billie
Dawn and her wealthy, unscrupulous boyfriend, Harry Brock.

Setting

- The play is set in a lavish hotel suite in Washington, D.C., where Brock, a
junkyard tycoon, is attempting to secure political influence.
- The time period is post-World War II, reflecting the political climate and
societal changes of the era.

Synopsis

1. Introduction of Characters:
- Billie Dawn is introduced as a glamorous but naive woman who is unaware of
the political machinations around her.
- Harry Brock is depicted as a brash businessman who is more interested in
power than in Billie’s well-being.
- Paul Verrall, a journalist hired by Brock, enters the scene to help Billie
become more cultured and aware.

2. Conflict Development:
- The central conflict arises from Brock’s desire to control Billie while
Paul aims to liberate her from her ignorance.
- Billie’s transformation begins as Paul challenges her views and encourages
her to think critically about her circumstances.

3. Climactic Moments:
- Tensions rise as Billie becomes more self-aware and begins to see through
Brock’s manipulations.
- A pivotal moment occurs when Billie stands up to Brock, showcasing her



growth and independence.

4. Resolution:
- The play culminates in a showdown between Billie and Brock, leading to
Billie’s ultimate decision to assert her independence.
- The resolution reinforces the themes of empowerment and self-discovery.

Character Analysis

Born Yesterday features a cast of distinct characters, each serving a
specific purpose in the narrative.

Billie Dawn

- Billie is the female protagonist who evolves from a naive, self-indulgent
woman to a strong, independent individual.
- Her journey reflects the struggle for women's rights and societal awareness
during the 1940s.
- She symbolizes the potential for personal growth when exposed to education
and critical thought.

Harry Brock

- Brock represents the corrupt businessman archetype, using his wealth and
power to manipulate those around him.
- His character illustrates the dangers of unchecked ambition and the moral
compromises that often accompany financial success.
- As the antagonist, he serves as a foil to Billie’s development.

Paul Verrall

- Paul is the moral compass of the play, acting as both a teacher and a
catalyst for Billie’s transformation.
- His character embodies the ideals of honesty, integrity, and social
responsibility.
- The relationship between Paul and Billie evolves from one of teacher-
student to romantic partners, emphasizing the theme of mutual respect.

Themes

Born Yesterday explores several significant themes that resonate with



audiences both in the past and present.

Corruption and Power

- The play critiques the influence of money in politics, highlighting how
wealth can corrupt and manipulate democratic processes.
- Brock’s character embodies the idea that financial success can lead to
moral decay.

Education and Empowerment

- Billie’s transformation symbolizes the power of education to empower
individuals and challenge societal norms.
- The play advocates for critical thinking and awareness as essential tools
for personal and societal improvement.

Gender Roles and Feminism

- Billie’s journey reflects the evolving role of women in society,
particularly in the post-war era.
- The play addresses issues of sexism and the expectation that women should
remain passive and subservient.

Impact and Legacy

Born Yesterday has had a lasting impact on American theatre and continues to
be relevant today.

Reception and Awards

- Upon its premiere, the play received critical acclaim and was nominated for
several awards.
- It was adapted into a successful film in 1950, starring Judy Holliday, who
won an Academy Award for her performance.

Modern Relevance

- The themes of political corruption and the quest for personal empowerment
resonate with contemporary audiences.



- Productions of Born Yesterday continue to be staged, reflecting ongoing
discussions about gender equality and political integrity.

Conclusion

In summary, Born Yesterday is not only a compelling play script but also a
significant cultural artifact that reflects the social dynamics of its time.
The characters of Billie, Brock, and Paul engage in a complex dance of power,
love, and awakening that invites audiences to reflect on their own lives and
the world around them. Through its exploration of themes such as corruption,
education, and gender roles, the play remains a poignant commentary on the
human experience. As new generations discover and reinterpret Born Yesterday,
its legacy continues, urging us to challenge the status quo and strive for a
more informed and equitable society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the play 'Born
Yesterday'?
The central theme of 'Born Yesterday' revolves around social and political
awareness, exploring the transformation of a character from ignorance to
enlightenment.

Who is the playwright of 'Born Yesterday'?
The playwright of 'Born Yesterday' is Garson Kanin, who wrote the play in
1946.

What are the main characters in 'Born Yesterday'?
The main characters in 'Born Yesterday' include Harry Brock, a wealthy
junkyard magnate, and Billie Dawn, his uneducated girlfriend who undergoes a
significant transformation.

How does Billie Dawn change throughout 'Born
Yesterday'?
Billie Dawn evolves from a naive and uninformed woman into a more educated
and assertive individual, challenging societal norms and her own relationship
with Harry.



What role does the character of Paul Verrall play in
'Born Yesterday'?
Paul Verrall is a journalist who helps Billie become more educated and aware,
ultimately influencing her transformation and challenging Harry's authority.

What social issues does 'Born Yesterday' address?
The play addresses issues such as corruption in politics, the power of
education, and the dynamics of gender roles in mid-20th century America.

Has 'Born Yesterday' been adapted into any films?
Yes, 'Born Yesterday' was adapted into a successful film in 1950, starring
Judy Holliday as Billie Dawn, which earned her an Academy Award for Best
Actress.

What is the significance of the title 'Born
Yesterday'?
The title 'Born Yesterday' signifies a lack of knowledge or experience,
highlighting Billie’s initial ignorance and her journey towards enlightenment
and empowerment.

Is 'Born Yesterday' considered a comedy or a drama?
'Born Yesterday' is primarily a comedy, but it incorporates dramatic elements
to address serious topics, creating a blend of humor and social commentary.

What impact did 'Born Yesterday' have on American
theater?
The play had a significant impact on American theater by blending comedy with
critical social themes, influencing future works that address political and
social issues through humor.
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