
buffalo bills quarterbacks history

buffalo bills quarterbacks history is a fascinating journey through decades
of professional football, marked by iconic players, pivotal moments, and
evolving team strategies. Since the franchise's inception in 1960, the
Buffalo Bills have seen a diverse array of quarterbacks who have shaped the
team's identity and performance. This article delves into the rich legacy of
the Bills' quarterbacks, highlighting key figures, statistical milestones,
and the impact these players had on the franchise. From the early days with
Jack Kemp to the modern era featuring Josh Allen, the quarterback position
has been central to the Bills’ competitive spirit. Understanding this history
provides insight into how the team has developed offensive schemes and
adapted to changes in the NFL landscape. The following sections will explore
distinct eras, notable quarterbacks, and their contributions to the Buffalo
Bills’ story.

Early Years and Founding Quarterbacks

The Jim Kelly Era and Super Bowl Runs

Transition Period and Quarterback Challenges

Recent Quarterbacks and Modern Success

Key Statistics and Records

Early Years and Founding Quarterbacks

The Buffalo Bills began play in the American Football League (AFL) in 1960,
with the quarterback position being integral to the team's initial
development. The early years were marked by experimentation and the
establishment of a foundational offense. The franchise’s first starting
quarterback, Tommy O’Connell, set the stage, but it was Jack Kemp who became
the first true star at the position for Buffalo.

Jack Kemp: The Franchise Pioneer

Jack Kemp played for the Bills from 1962 to 1969 and is often credited with
elevating the team’s competitiveness. Kemp's strong arm and leadership helped
Buffalo secure two AFL championships in 1964 and 1965, making him a key
figure in the early success of the franchise. His playing style combined
toughness with strategic passing, which influenced future team philosophies.

Other Early Quarterbacks

Besides Kemp, other quarterbacks contributed during the formative years,
including Johnny Green and Kay Stephenson. These players provided depth and
occasionally started games but did not achieve the same level of recognition
or success as Kemp. The early quarterback history reflects the team's search
for consistency and a winning formula.



The Jim Kelly Era and Super Bowl Runs

Arguably the most iconic period in buffalo bills quarterbacks history is the
Jim Kelly era, which spanned from 1986 to 1996. Kelly’s arrival marked a
turning point as he led the Bills to unprecedented success, including four
consecutive Super Bowl appearances. His high-powered "K-Gun" no-huddle
offense became legendary in the NFL.

Jim Kelly’s Impact and Legacy

Kelly was known for his strong arm, mobility, and mental toughness. He
revolutionized the Bills' offense and helped the team dominate the AFC in the
early 1990s. Despite falling short of a Super Bowl victory, Kelly’s
leadership and skill left an indelible mark on the franchise. He retired as
the Bills’ all-time leader in passing yards and touchdowns.

Supporting Quarterbacks During the Kelly Era

During Kelly’s tenure, backup quarterbacks such as Frank Reich played
critical roles, particularly in memorable playoff moments. Reich’s comeback
victory in the 1993 playoffs against the Houston Oilers stands as one of the
greatest in NFL history. These supporting players were vital in maintaining
the team's competitiveness during Kelly’s absences due to injuries.

Transition Period and Quarterback Challenges

Following the departure of Jim Kelly, the Bills experienced a transitional
phase characterized by instability at the quarterback position. This period,
spanning the late 1990s through the early 2000s, saw multiple players
starting but few establishing long-term success.

Notable Quarterbacks in the Transition

Quarterbacks such as Doug Flutie, Rob Johnson, and Alex Van Pelt took snaps
during this era. While Flutie brought veteran experience and some success,
the team struggled to find a franchise quarterback to replicate Kelly’s
impact. The competition between Johnson and Flutie, in particular,
highlighted the challenges in solidifying the position.

Impact on Team Performance

The lack of quarterback continuity contributed to inconsistent team results
and limited playoff appearances. This instability underscored the importance
of strong leadership at the quarterback position and set the stage for the
search for a long-term solution in subsequent years.

Recent Quarterbacks and Modern Success

The 21st century has brought renewed hope and resurgence to the buffalo bills



quarterbacks history, especially with the emergence of players who have
redefined the franchise's competitive outlook. The recent era is highlighted
by the drafting and development of quarterbacks who have brought stability
and excitement to the team.

Ryan Fitzpatrick and the Early 2010s

Ryan Fitzpatrick served as a reliable starter for the Bills in the early
2010s, providing veteran poise and solid production. While not considered a
franchise quarterback, Fitzpatrick helped stabilize the position during a
rebuilding phase and mentored younger players.

Josh Allen: The New Era Leader

Drafted in 2018, Josh Allen represents the new face of the franchise at
quarterback. His combination of arm strength, mobility, and leadership has
transformed the Buffalo Bills into perennial playoff contenders. Allen’s
rapid development, record-breaking performances, and ability to execute in
critical moments have revitalized the team’s offense and energized the
fanbase.

Supporting Quarterbacks and Depth

Backup quarterbacks such as Matt Barkley and Davis Webb have provided
necessary depth behind Allen, ensuring the team maintains competitiveness in
the event of injury. The focus on building a strong quarterback room reflects
the lessons learned from past transitional periods.

Key Statistics and Records

Throughout buffalo bills quarterbacks history, several players have set
important franchise records and achieved notable statistical milestones.
These figures highlight the contributions of the quarterbacks and their
influence on the team’s legacy.

Passing Yards Leader: Jim Kelly holds the record for most career passing
yards with the Bills.

Touchdown Passes: Josh Allen has rapidly climbed the ranks in touchdown
passes, challenging Kelly’s long-held records.

Completion Percentage: Recent quarterbacks have improved completion
percentages, reflecting modern offensive strategies.

Playoff Starts: Jim Kelly leads in playoff starts and victories for the
franchise.

Rushing Contributions: Josh Allen is notable for his dual-threat
capabilities, adding rushing yards and touchdowns to his passing stats.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the
Buffalo Bills?

The first starting quarterback for the Buffalo Bills was Jack Kemp, who
played for the team when it was established in 1960 as part of the American
Football League.

Which Buffalo Bills quarterback holds the franchise
record for most passing yards in a season?

Josh Allen holds the Buffalo Bills franchise record for most passing yards in
a season, having surpassed previous records with his strong performances
since becoming the starter in 2018.

How many Super Bowls have the Buffalo Bills
quarterbacks appeared in?

Buffalo Bills quarterbacks appeared in four consecutive Super Bowls from 1990
to 1993, all under quarterback Jim Kelly, but unfortunately, the team did not
win any of those games.

Who succeeded Jim Kelly as the starting quarterback
for the Buffalo Bills?

After Jim Kelly retired, quarterbacks such as Rob Johnson, Drew Bledsoe, and
later Ryan Fitzpatrick took on starting roles before Josh Allen became the
franchise quarterback.

When was Josh Allen drafted by the Buffalo Bills?

Josh Allen was drafted by the Buffalo Bills in the first round as the 7th
overall pick in the 2018 NFL Draft.

What impact did Jim Kelly have on the Buffalo Bills
franchise?

Jim Kelly is considered one of the greatest quarterbacks in Buffalo Bills
history, leading the team to four straight Super Bowls and helping to
establish the Bills as a dominant team in the early 1990s.

Which Buffalo Bills quarterback was known for running
the 'K-Gun' offense?

Jim Kelly was known for running the fast-paced 'K-Gun' no-huddle offense,
which was a signature strategy for the Buffalo Bills during their successful
run in the early 1990s.



Who was the Buffalo Bills starting quarterback before
Josh Allen?

Before Josh Allen became the starter, Nathan Peterman and Tyrod Taylor were
among the quarterbacks who started games for the Buffalo Bills.

Has any Buffalo Bills quarterback been inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame?

Yes, Jim Kelly, who played for the Buffalo Bills from 1986 to 1996, was
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2002.

Additional Resources
1. Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks: A Legacy of Leadership
This book explores the rich history of quarterbacks who have led the Buffalo
Bills through decades of football. From early pioneers to modern stars, it
highlights their unique playing styles, leadership qualities, and the impact
they had on the franchise. Readers gain insight into how these quarterbacks
shaped the team's identity and success.

2. Jim Kelly: The Heartbeat of the Bills
Focusing on the legendary Jim Kelly, this biography delves into his career
with the Buffalo Bills, including his collegiate years and rise to NFL
stardom. The book covers his pivotal role in the Bills’ four consecutive
Super Bowl appearances and his enduring influence on the team and its fans.
It also touches on his personal challenges and triumphs off the field.

3. From Trent to Josh: The Evolution of Buffalo Bills QBs
This comprehensive overview traces the transitions between Buffalo Bills
quarterbacks over the years, emphasizing how the team adapted to different
playing eras. From Trent Edwards to Josh Allen, the book analyzes changes in
offensive strategies and team dynamics. It provides detailed statistics and
anecdotes that capture the spirit of each quarterback’s tenure.

4. Behind the Mask: The Untold Stories of Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks
A collection of personal stories and interviews with former Bills
quarterbacks, coaches, and teammates. The book reveals lesser-known moments,
struggles, and behind-the-scenes events that shaped the careers of Bills
signal-callers. It offers fans an intimate glimpse into the pressures and
triumphs experienced on and off the field.

5. Bills Mafia’s Leaders: Quarterbacks Who Defined an Era
This title examines the quarterbacks who became fan favorites and cultural
icons within the Bills Mafia community. It covers their contributions not
just in games but also in building team spirit and community engagement. The
book highlights memorable games, clutch performances, and their connections
with the passionate fanbase.

6. Passing the Torch: The Quarterback Transition in Buffalo
Focusing on the challenges and successes involved in quarterback changes,
this book looks at how the Bills managed transitions from veteran starters to
emerging talent. It discusses the scouting, drafting, and development
processes that helped the team maintain competitiveness. Case studies include
notable handoffs like that from Ryan Fitzpatrick to Josh Allen.



7. The Anatomy of a Buffalo Bills QB: Skills, Strategy, and Success
An analytical dive into the skillsets that have defined successful Buffalo
Bills quarterbacks, this book breaks down play styles, decision-making, and
strategic execution. It includes expert commentary from coaches and analysts
on what makes a Bills quarterback effective within the team's offensive
schemes. The book is ideal for readers interested in the technical aspects of
football.

8. Quarterback Controversies: Buffalo Bills’ Most Heated Battles
This engaging read covers the times when multiple quarterbacks vied for the
starting position, leading to intense competition and fan debate. It
chronicles key moments of controversy, the outcomes, and how these battles
influenced team morale and performance. The book provides a behind-the-scenes
look at coaching decisions and player mindsets.

9. Buffalo Bills: A Quarterback’s Journey Through Trials and Triumphs
This inspirational collection highlights the personal and professional
journeys of Buffalo Bills quarterbacks, focusing on resilience and
determination. It narrates stories of overcoming injuries, setbacks, and
pressure to achieve success on the field. The book aims to inspire readers by
showcasing the human side of these athletes beyond their football careers.
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