
can you retake an ap exam
Can you retake an AP exam? This is a common question among high school
students who participate in Advanced Placement (AP) programs. As students
prepare for these challenging exams, the stakes are high, and the desire for
a better score can lead to inquiries about retaking an AP exam. In this
article, we will explore the policies surrounding retaking AP exams, the
implications of doing so, and strategies for preparing effectively if you
decide to retake.

Understanding AP Exams

AP exams are standardized tests administered by the College Board that allow
high school students to earn college credit or advanced placement in college
courses. They are typically taken after completing an AP course, which is
designed to be at a college level. AP exams cover a wide range of subjects,
and the scores can significantly impact a student’s college admissions
process.

AP Exam Structure and Scoring

Each AP exam is scored on a scale of 1 to 5:

1. Score of 5: Extremely well qualified
2. Score of 4: Well qualified
3. Score of 3: Qualified
4. Score of 2: Possibly qualified
5. Score of 1: No recommendation

Most colleges and universities grant credit or advanced placement for scores
of 3 and above, but policies vary by institution.

Retaking AP Exams: The Basics

Now, let's address the central question: Can you retake an AP exam? The
answer is yes, you can retake an AP exam, but there are specific guidelines
and timelines you need to be aware of.

College Board Policies

The College Board, which administers AP exams, allows students to retake an



exam. Here are the key points regarding retaking AP exams:

- Eligibility: Any student who has previously taken an AP exam can register
to retake it.
- Registration: Students must register for the exam during the designated
registration period, which typically occurs in the fall for the following
spring exams.
- Fees: There is a fee associated with retaking an exam, similar to the
initial test registration. As of the latest guidelines, the fee is around $97
per exam, though this may vary based on your location and school district.
- Scoring: When you retake an AP exam, the higher of the two scores will be
reported to colleges. This means that if your second attempt yields a better
score, that will be the one sent to prospective colleges.

Reasons to Retake an AP Exam

There are several reasons why a student might consider retaking an AP exam:

1. Desire for a Higher Score: A student may feel that their initial score
does not accurately reflect their understanding of the subject matter.
2. College Admissions Requirements: Some colleges may have specific score
requirements for AP exams, and a higher score could enhance a student's
application.
3. Credit Transfer: Different colleges have varying policies regarding AP
credit; a higher score could result in more college credits or advanced
placement.
4. Personal Growth: Some students may want to challenge themselves again to
solidify their knowledge and skills in the subject.

Preparing to Retake an AP Exam

If you decide to retake an AP exam, preparation is crucial. Here are some
effective strategies to help you prepare:

1. Analyze Your Previous Performance

Before diving into new study materials, take the time to analyze your
previous exam performance:

- Review Your Score Report: The College Board provides a detailed score
report that breaks down your performance by section. Identify the areas where
you struggled.
- Understand the Exam Format: Familiarize yourself with the exam structure
and types of questions asked. This will help you focus on the correct areas
during your study sessions.



2. Create a Study Plan

Develop a comprehensive study plan that addresses your weaknesses and
strengthens your overall knowledge:

- Set Specific Goals: Determine what score you want to achieve and set
benchmarks for your study sessions.
- Allocate Time Wisely: Create a study schedule that allows you to balance
your schoolwork and AP exam preparation. Aim for consistent daily study
sessions rather than cramming.

3. Utilize Quality Study Materials

Invest in quality study resources to maximize your preparation efforts:

- Review Books: Use AP review books that are specifically tailored for your
subject. These often include practice questions, test-taking tips, and
detailed explanations.
- Online Resources: Platforms like Khan Academy and AP Classroom offer free
resources, including practice tests and video lectures.
- Study Groups: Consider forming or joining a study group with peers who are
also retaking the exam. Collaborative learning can provide motivation and
deeper understanding.

4. Practice, Practice, Practice

Regular practice is key to success on AP exams:

- Take Practice Tests: Simulate the exam environment by taking full-length
practice tests under timed conditions. This will help you manage your time
effectively during the actual exam.
- Review Practice Test Results: After completing practice tests, review your
answers thoroughly to understand your mistakes and learn from them.

5. Seek Help When Needed

Don’t hesitate to ask for help if you find certain concepts challenging:

- Tutoring: Consider hiring a tutor who specializes in the subject area. They
can provide personalized guidance and support.
- Teacher Assistance: Reach out to your AP teacher for additional resources
or clarification on topics you find difficult.



Pros and Cons of Retaking an AP Exam

As with any decision, there are pros and cons to consider when deciding
whether to retake an AP exam.

Pros

- Improved Scores: A higher score can enhance your college applications and
potentially earn you more college credits.
- Increased Knowledge: The process of studying for the exam again can deepen
your understanding of the material.
- Confidence Boost: Achieving a better score can boost your confidence as you
transition to college.

Cons

- Time Commitment: Preparing for a retake requires a significant time
investment, which might detract from other academic or extracurricular
activities.
- Added Stress: The pressure of retaking an exam can be stressful, especially
if you are already managing a heavy course load.
- Financial Cost: The registration fee for retaking the exam is an additional
financial consideration.

Conclusion

In summary, the answer to the question, can you retake an AP exam is yes, and
many students do choose to do so for various reasons. If you decide to retake
an exam, it's essential to analyze your previous performance, create a
structured study plan, and utilize quality resources for preparation.
Weighing the pros and cons will help you determine whether retaking the exam
aligns with your academic goals. With dedication and effective strategies,
retaking an AP exam can lead to personal growth and academic success.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I retake an AP exam if I didn't score well?
Yes, students can retake an AP exam in a future testing year to improve their
score.



Are there any limits on how many times I can retake
an AP exam?
No, there are no official limits on the number of times you can retake an AP
exam; however, it is advisable to check with your school for any specific
policies.

When can I retake an AP exam?
You can retake an AP exam during the next available testing window, which
usually occurs in the following spring.

Will colleges consider my highest AP exam score?
Yes, most colleges will consider your highest AP exam score when evaluating
your application.

How do I register to retake an AP exam?
To register for a retake, you must sign up through the College Board's AP
registration system during the designated registration period.

Is there an additional fee for retaking an AP exam?
Yes, there is typically a fee for retaking an AP exam, which is similar to
the original exam fee.

Can retaking an AP exam affect my GPA?
Retaking an AP exam does not directly affect your GPA, but it may enhance
your transcript if you achieve a higher score.
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