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Byzantine Empire Webquest Answer Key

The Byzantine Empire, known for its rich history, culture, and influence, can
be an engaging topic for students exploring world history. A webquest is an
interactive learning activity that allows students to explore a specific
subject through guided online research. In this article, we will provide an
answer key to a typical Byzantine Empire webquest, covering essential aspects
such as its history, culture, economy, and legacy.

Understanding the Byzantine Empire

The Byzantine Empire was the continuation of the Roman Empire in the eastern
Mediterranean region, characterized by its unique blend of Roman governance
and Greek culture. It lasted from approximately 330 AD, when Emperor
Constantine I established Constantinople, until its fall in 1453 AD when the
Ottoman Turks captured the city.

1. Historical Overview

- Foundation and Early Years

- The Byzantine Empire began with the founding of Constantinople (modern-day
Istanbul) in 330 AD.

- Emperor Justinian I (527-565 AD) is often considered the peak of the
Byzantine Empire, known for his ambitious project of reconquering the western
territories of the former Roman Empire and codifying Roman law (Corpus Juris
Civilis).

- Key Events

- The Great Schism in 1054 AD, which divided Christianity into Eastern
Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism.

- The Crusades, particularly the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204), which resulted
in the temporary capture of Constantinople by Western European Crusaders.

- The fall of Constantinople in 1453, marking the end of the Byzantine Empire
and the rise of the Ottoman Empire.

2. Government and Society

- Political Structure

- The Byzantine Empire was an autocracy with the emperor holding absolute
power.

- The administration was highly organized, with various officials overseeing
different aspects of governance, including taxation, military, and public



works.

- Social Hierarchy
The society was stratified, with a clear hierarchy:
Emperor and his family
Nobility and wealthy merchants
Free citizens
Peasants and serfs
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Role of Religion

The Orthodox Church played a central role in the lives of Byzantine
citizens, influencing politics, culture, and daily life.

- Emperors were often seen as appointed by God, merging political and
religious authority.

3. Culture and Achievements

- Art and Architecture

- The Byzantine Empire is renowned for its stunning mosaics, icons, and
churches, particularly the Hagia Sophia, which exemplifies Byzantine
architectural innovation.

- Byzantine art often focused on religious themes, using gold and vibrant
colors to convey spirituality.

- Literature and Scholarship

- The preservation of ancient Greek and Roman texts was a hallmark of
Byzantine scholarship.

- Notable works include the writings of historians such as Procopius and the
theological contributions of figures like John of Damascus.

- Legal Reforms
- Justinian's Code (Corpus Juris Civilis) laid the foundation for modern
legal systems in many European countries.

4. Economy and Trade

- Economic Structure

- The Byzantine economy was diverse, with agriculture serving as the
backbone, supplemented by trade and craft production.

- The empire controlled key trade routes between Europe and Asia, fostering
economic prosperity.

- Trade Goods

- Major exports included silk, spices, textiles, and precious metals.
- The empire's strategic location allowed it to thrive as a commercial
center.



5. Decline and Fall

- Factors Leading to Decline

- Internal strife, including political corruption and civil wars, weakened
the empire.

- Economic difficulties arose from the plundering of wealth during the
Crusades and the rise of rival powers.

- The Final Years

- The Ottoman Turks' rise to power posed a significant threat, leading to the
gradual loss of territories.

- The fall of Constantinople in 1453 marked the end of a millennium of
Byzantine influence.

Webquest Activities and Answer Key

The following activities can be included in a Byzantine Empire webquest,
along with their corresponding answer key. These activities encourage
students to research specific topics related to the empire.

Activity 1: Timeline Creation

Students should create a timeline of significant events in Byzantine history.

Sample Answer Key:

330 AD - Founding of Constantinople

527-565 AD - Reign of Justinian I

1054 AD - Great Schism of Christianity

1204 AD - Fourth Crusade and sack of Constantinople
1453 AD - Fall of Constantinople
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Activity 2: Research and Present Culture

Students should research aspects of Byzantine culture, including art,
religion, and daily life, and present their findings.

Sample Answer Key:

- Art: Focus on religious themes, use of mosaics and icons, significant
buildings like the Hagia Sophia.

- Religion: Dominance of Eastern Orthodox Christianity, relationship between
the church and state, influence on daily life.

- Daily Life: Structure of society, roles of different classes, importance of
festivals and religious observances.



Activity 3: Economics and Trade Analysis

Students should analyze the economic structure of the Byzantine Empire,
focusing on trade goods and practices.

Sample Answer Key:

- Economy: Primarily agrarian, supplemented by trade; controlled strategic
routes.

- Trade Goods: Silk, spices, textiles; significant trade with Asia and
Europe.

- Market Centers: Constantinople as a major hub for commerce.

Activity 4: Causes of Decline Essay

Students write a short essay discussing the factors leading to the decline of
the Byzantine Empire.

Sample Answer Key Points:

- Internal political corruption and civil unrest.

- Economic challenges due to the Crusades and loss of territories.
- Military threats from the Ottoman Turks leading to the fall of
Constantinople.

Conclusion

The Byzantine Empire remains a critical subject in the study of history,
representing a unique blend of cultural heritage, political governance, and
economic prowess. By engaging in webquests, students can deepen their
understanding of this remarkable civilization while enhancing their research
and analytical skills. The provided answer key serves as a guide for
educators and students alike, offering a structured approach to exploring the
Byzantine Empire and its enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main reasons for the decline of the
Byzantine Empire?
The decline of the Byzantine Empire was primarily due to a combination of

military defeats, economic instability, internal strife, and the rise of
rival powers such as the Ottoman Turks.



How did the Byzantine Empire preserve ancient Greek
and Roman knowledge?

The Byzantine Empire preserved ancient knowledge through the copying and
safeguarding of classical texts in monasteries and libraries, as well as
through the teaching of these works in schools.

What role did religion play in the Byzantine Empire?

Religion played a central role in the Byzantine Empire, with the Orthodox
Church serving not only as a spiritual authority but also as a political
power that influenced governance and social order.

What was the significance of the Justinian Code?

The Justinian Code was significant because it systematized and codified Roman
law, providing a comprehensive legal framework that influenced the
development of legal systems in many countries.

What were the key cultural achievements of the
Byzantine Empire?

Key cultural achievements of the Byzantine Empire include advancements in
art, especially in mosaics and iconography, as well as contributions to
literature, theology, and architecture, notably the Hagia Sophia.
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