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BYU Family History Degree programs have gained significant popularity in recent years, as more

individuals seek to explore their roots and understand their family histories. Brigham Young University

(BYU), known for its commitment to education and values, offers a comprehensive Family History

degree that prepares students to become skilled professionals in genealogy and family history

research. This article will delve into the details of the BYU Family History degree, including its

curriculum, career opportunities, and the value of pursuing such a degree.

Overview of the BYU Family History Degree Program

The BYU Family History degree program is designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills

necessary for effective genealogical research. The program emphasizes a blend of theoretical

education and practical experience, providing students with a robust understanding of family history

principles, methodologies, and technologies.

Program Structure

The Family History degree at BYU is primarily offered through the College of Family, Home, and Social

Sciences. The program typically includes:

- Core Courses: Essential subjects that cover the foundations of family history, including genealogy,

ethnography, and demographic studies.

- Research Methods: Courses that teach students how to conduct effective research, analyze records,

and document findings.

- Technology in Family History: Training in the use of technology, databases, and software tools that

facilitate genealogical research.



- Capstone Project: A final project that allows students to apply their acquired skills in a real-world

setting, often involving fieldwork or research projects.

Key Courses in the Curriculum

Students in the BYU Family History degree program will encounter a variety of specialized courses

that cover different aspects of family research, including:

1. Introduction to Genealogy: A foundational course that introduces students to genealogical principles,

methodologies, and resources.

2. Family History Research Methodologies: A deeper exploration of research techniques, including

critical thinking and problem-solving skills in genealogy.

3. Cultural Contexts in Family History: Understanding how cultural backgrounds impact genealogical

research and family dynamics.

4. Preserving Family History: Techniques for documenting and preserving family histories, including

oral histories, photographs, and archival research.

Career Opportunities with a BYU Family History Degree

Graduating with a Family History degree from BYU opens various career paths for students. The

demand for genealogy professionals has increased, especially with the rise of technology and online

databases. Here are some potential career options:

1. Professional Genealogist

Many graduates choose to become professional genealogists, providing services to individuals or

organizations seeking to trace their family histories. This career often involves:



- Conducting thorough research using various resources.

- Writing reports and documenting findings for clients.

- Consulting with clients on family history projects.

2. Family History Consultant

Family history consultants work with families and individuals to help them understand their lineage.

Their responsibilities include:

- Guiding clients through the research process.

- Providing educational workshops on genealogy.

- Assisting with the organization of family reunions and events.

3. Archivist or Records Manager

Some graduates find employment in archival institutions or libraries, managing historical records and

ensuring their preservation. Key tasks include:

- Organizing and cataloging archival materials.

- Assisting researchers in accessing records.

- Implementing conservation techniques to protect documents.

4. Educator or Trainer

With a background in family history, graduates can become educators, teaching genealogy courses at

various educational institutions or conducting workshops for community organizations.



The Importance of Family History Research

Understanding the significance of family history research is crucial for anyone considering a degree in

this field. Family history research not only helps individuals connect with their ancestors but also has

broader implications for society.

1. Strengthening Family Bonds

Exploring family history can strengthen relationships among family members, encouraging collaboration

and shared storytelling. It helps individuals understand their heritage and fosters a sense of belonging.

2. Preserving Cultural Heritage

Family history research plays a vital role in preserving cultural heritage. It allows individuals to

document and share their unique stories, ensuring that cultural traditions and histories are passed

down through generations.

3. Contributing to Historical Knowledge

Genealogical research contributes to the broader understanding of history. By documenting individual

stories, genealogists help create a more comprehensive picture of the past, contributing valuable

insights into societal changes and migrations.



Why Choose BYU for Family History Studies?

Brigham Young University is known for its high academic standards and commitment to values-based

education. Here are a few reasons to consider BYU for a Family History degree:

1. Strong Academic Reputation

BYU is consistently ranked among the top universities in the United States, particularly known for its

programs in social sciences and humanities. The Family History degree is designed to meet rigorous

academic standards.

2. Faculty Expertise

The faculty at BYU includes experienced genealogists and researchers who bring a wealth of

knowledge and practical experience to the classroom. Their mentorship can greatly enhance the

learning experience.

3. Networking Opportunities

BYU offers numerous networking opportunities with genealogy professionals and organizations.

Students can engage with industry leaders through workshops, conferences, and community events.

4. Access to Resources

Students have access to extensive library resources, including archives, databases, and genealogical



materials, which are invaluable for research and study.

Conclusion

The BYU Family History degree offers a comprehensive education for those passionate about

genealogy and family history research. With a curriculum grounded in practical skills and theoretical

knowledge, graduates are well-prepared for a variety of careers in this growing field. As interest in

family history continues to grow, pursuing a degree from BYU can be a rewarding and fulfilling journey,

both personally and professionally. Whether you want to uncover your family's past or help others

discover theirs, the BYU Family History degree provides the tools and connections necessary to

succeed in this captivating field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the BYU Family History degree program?

The BYU Family History degree program is an academic program offered by Brigham Young

University that focuses on genealogy and family history research, teaching students the skills

necessary to trace family lineages and preserve family heritage.

What are the key courses included in the BYU Family History degree?

Key courses in the BYU Family History degree program include genealogy research methods,

historical record analysis, family history technology, and cultural anthropology, among others.

Is the BYU Family History degree available online?

Yes, BYU offers the Family History degree program online, allowing students to complete coursework

remotely while still receiving a comprehensive education in family history research.



What career opportunities are available for graduates of the BYU

Family History degree?

Graduates of the BYU Family History degree can pursue careers as professional genealogists, family

history consultants, archivists, or work in historical societies and libraries, among other roles.

Are there any prerequisites for enrolling in the BYU Family History

degree program?

While specific prerequisites may vary, prospective students typically need to have a high school

diploma or equivalent and may also be encouraged to have some background in history or research.

What resources does BYU provide for Family History students?

BYU provides various resources for Family History students, including access to extensive

genealogical databases, research facilities, mentorship from faculty, and opportunities for internships

and fieldwork.

How does the BYU Family History program incorporate technology?

The BYU Family History program incorporates technology by teaching students how to use modern

genealogical software, online databases, and digital record-keeping tools essential for effective family

history research.
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