
cal poly college of business

Cal Poly College of Business is a prestigious institution located within California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo. Known for its "Learn by Doing" philosophy, Cal Poly's College of Business offers
a comprehensive education that blends theoretical knowledge with practical experience, preparing students for
successful careers in the ever-evolving business landscape. This article provides an in-depth look at the
College of Business, its programs, faculty, facilities, and the overall student experience.

Overview of Cal Poly College of Business

Established in 1956, the College of Business at Cal Poly has grown significantly, currently serving over
3,000 undergraduate and graduate students. The college is an integral part of Cal Poly's mission to provide
a high-quality education that emphasizes real-world applications. With a commitment to fostering innovation,
entrepreneurship, and ethical leadership, the College of Business prepares its graduates to excel in a competitive
global marketplace.

Accreditation and Rankings

The College of Business is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB), a prestigious recognition that places it among the top business schools worldwide. This
accreditation ensures that the college meets rigorous standards of excellence in education, faculty quality,
and student outcomes.

In recent years, the College of Business has been consistently ranked among the top public business schools in
the United States. Notably, its undergraduate programs in finance, accounting, and management have received
high marks from various educational rankings.

Degree Programs Offered

Cal Poly College of Business offers a range of undergraduate and graduate programs designed to meet the
diverse needs of its students.

Undergraduate Programs

The undergraduate programs at the College of Business are designed to provide a strong foundation in business
principles while allowing students to specialize in areas of interest. The following are the primary
undergraduate majors offered:

1. Business Administration: This major provides a comprehensive overview of business disciplines, allowing
students to choose from several concentrations such as:
- Management
- Marketing
- Finance
- Entrepreneurship
- International Business

2. Accounting: The accounting program prepares students for careers in public accounting, corporate
accounting, and auditing. The curriculum emphasizes ethical practices and hands-on learning.



3. Computer Information Systems: This program merges business education with technology, focusing on
information systems management, software development, and data analytics.

4. Industrial Technology and Packaging: This unique major combines engineering principles with business
practices, focusing on product design, packaging, and supply chain management.

Graduate Programs

The College of Business also offers several graduate programs, including:

- Master of Business Administration (MBA): The MBA program is designed for working professionals and
provides advanced business education, leadership training, and networking opportunities.

- Master of Science in Business Analytics: This program focuses on data-driven decision-making, equipping
students with the skills needed to analyze and interpret complex business data.

- Master of Science in Accountancy: This program is tailored for those looking to deepen their accounting
knowledge and prepare for the CPA exam.

Faculty and Research

The faculty at Cal Poly College of Business comprises experienced educators and industry professionals who
are dedicated to student success. Many faculty members hold advanced degrees and have extensive experience in
their respective fields. This combination of academic expertise and real-world experience allows them to provide
valuable insights and mentorship to students.

Research is an important aspect of the college's mission, with faculty engaged in various research initiatives
that contribute to the business community. Faculty members publish their findings in reputable journals and
often collaborate with industry partners on projects that address current business challenges.

Student Experience and Resources

The student experience at Cal Poly College of Business is enriched by numerous resources and opportunities for
engagement.

Clubs and Organizations

Students can participate in various clubs and organizations that cater to different interests within the
business field. Some of these include:

- Cal Poly Consulting Club: Offers students hands-on experience in consulting through real-world projects.
- Finance and Investment Society: Provides networking opportunities with finance professionals and helps
students develop investment strategies.
- Marketing Club: Focuses on marketing techniques and allows students to participate in competitions and
workshops.

Internships and Career Services



Internships are a critical component of the Cal Poly experience, and the College of Business has strong
connections with local and national businesses. The college's Career Services office assists students in finding
internships that align with their career goals. Services include:

- Resume workshops
- Interview preparation
- Career fairs featuring employers from various industries

Facilities and Technology

The College of Business features modern facilities equipped with the latest technology to enhance the learning
experience. The Business Building includes:

- Collaborative workspaces for group projects
- Classrooms equipped with advanced audiovisual technology
- Dedicated spaces for student organizations and study groups

Additionally, students have access to specialized software and resources that support their learning,
including financial modeling tools and data analysis programs.

Global Opportunities

Cal Poly College of Business emphasizes the importance of global awareness in today's interconnected world.
The college offers various opportunities for students to engage in international business experiences, such as:

- Study Abroad Programs: Students can participate in exchange programs with partner universities around the
globe, gaining valuable cultural and business insights.

- Global Business Immersion Programs: These short-term programs allow students to travel abroad and work
on projects with international companies, providing hands-on experience in a global context.

Alumni Network

The College of Business boasts a strong alumni network that actively engages with current students. Alumni
often return to campus to share their experiences, mentor students, and provide networking opportunities. The
alumni network is also a valuable resource for job placement and career advancement, with many graduates
holding influential positions in various industries.

Conclusion

Cal Poly College of Business stands out as a premier institution for business education, combining rigorous
academic programs with practical experience. With its commitment to the "Learn by Doing" philosophy, top-tier
faculty, and extensive resources, students are well-prepared to enter the workforce and make a significant
impact in their chosen fields. Whether through undergraduate or graduate programs, internships, or global
opportunities, the College of Business provides a transformative educational experience that equips graduates
for success in the dynamic world of business.



Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does the Cal Poly College of Business offer?

The Cal Poly College of Business offers undergraduate and graduate programs in areas such as Business
Administration, Accounting, Finance, Marketing, and Management.

How does Cal Poly College of Business emphasize hands-on learning?

Cal Poly College of Business emphasizes hands-on learning through project-based courses, internships, and
opportunities for students to work with real companies on business challenges.

What are the admission requirements for the Cal Poly College of Business?

Admission requirements include a strong GPA, completion of prerequisite courses, standardized test scores
(SAT or ACT), and a personal statement detailing the applicant's interest in business.

What unique opportunities does Cal Poly provide for business students?

Cal Poly provides unique opportunities such as the Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, various
business competitions, and networking events with industry professionals.

How does the Cal Poly College of Business support entrepreneurship?

The Cal Poly College of Business supports entrepreneurship through programs like the Startup Weekend,
business incubators, and courses focused on entrepreneurial skills and innovation.

What is the significance of the 'Learn by Doing' philosophy at Cal Poly?

'Learn by Doing' is Cal Poly's educational philosophy that emphasizes experiential learning, encouraging
students to apply theoretical knowledge in practical settings, which is especially prominent in the College of
Business.

Are there opportunities for study abroad in the College of Business?

Yes, the Cal Poly College of Business offers various study abroad programs, allowing students to gain
international business experience and cultural insights.

What career services are available to students in the College of Business?

The College of Business provides career services including resume workshops, interview preparation, job fairs,
and access to an extensive alumni network for mentorship and job placement.

How does the faculty at Cal Poly College of Business contribute to
student success?

The faculty at Cal Poly College of Business are experienced professionals and academics who provide
mentorship, industry insights, and personalized support to help students succeed academically and
professionally.



What are some notable alumni from the Cal Poly College of Business?

Notable alumni include executives from leading companies in various industries, entrepreneurs who have launched
successful startups, and influential leaders in the business community.
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