call the midwife series 1

Call the Midwife Series 1 is an acclaimed British television drama that premiered on BBC One on
January 15, 2012. Based on the memoirs of Jennifer Worth, the series is set in the late 1950s and
early 1960s in London's East End and follows a group of midwives working at Nonnatus House, a
nursing convent. The show blends heartwarming narratives with historical context, shedding light on
the challenges of childbirth, social issues, and the evolving role of women in society during that era.
This article delves into the essential elements of Series 1, including its characters, themes, and
cultural impact.

Overview of the Series

Call the Midwife depicts the lives of midwives and the families they serve, addressing various societal
issues such as poverty, class disparities, and the struggles of post-war Britain. As a period drama, the
series is not only a portrayal of the medical aspects of midwifery but also a commentary on the social
dynamics of the time.

The show was developed by Heidi Thomas and produced by Pippa Harris, and it quickly garnered
critical acclaim for its writing, performances, and authenticity. The first series consists of eight
episodes, each highlighting different aspects of midwifery, including challenges faced by expectant
mothers, the medical practices of the time, and the evolving family dynamics within the community.

Main Characters

The first series introduces a rich ensemble of characters, each contributing to the narrative in unique
ways. Here are some of the main characters:

Jenny Lee

- Portrayed by Jessica Raine, Jenny is the series' protagonist and a newly qualified midwife who arrives
at Nonnatus House. Coming from a privileged background, she grapples with her new role in one of
London's poorest boroughs.

Miss Julie "Judy"” Worth

- Played by Jenny Agutter, Sister Julienne is the matriarch of Nonnatus House. She is a compassionate
leader who provides guidance and support to the midwives.

Sister Evangelina

- Miranda Hart portrays Sister Evangelina, a no-nonsense midwife with a strong personality. She is
known for her bluntness but also has a tender side, especially when it comes to the women in her



care.

Chummy Browne

- Played by Miranda Hart, Chummy is a clumsy, yet lovable midwife who struggles with her own
insecurities but proves to be a loyal friend and support for her colleagues.

Sheila "Trixie" Franklin

- Trixie, portrayed by Helen George, is a glamorous and confident midwife whose character adds a
touch of humor and levity to the series. Her character often grapples with her own personal
relationships.

Plot Highlights

Throughout the first series, viewers are treated to poignant stories that reflect the struggles and
triumphs of the women giving birth during this time period. Below are key plot highlights from Series
1

1. The Arrival of Jenny - The series kicks off with Jenny Lee's arrival at Nonnatus House. Her initial
struggles with the realities of midwifery and her relationships with the other midwives set the tone for
the series.

2. Diverse Cases - Each episode features various childbirth experiences, from difficult labors to
unexpected complications. The midwives navigate both the physical demands of their job and the
emotional needs of the mothers.

3. Social Issues - The series does not shy away from addressing social issues, including poverty, the
stigma surrounding single mothers, and the impact of World War Il on the community.

4., Sister Evangelina’s Compassion - One of the standout stories involves Sister Evangelina, who
demonstrates her deep compassion when caring for a mother who faces dire circumstances.

5. Chummy's Journey - Chummy's character arc is particularly engaging as she navigates her own
insecurities and finds her place within the team of midwives.

6. Trixie's Personal Struggles - Trixie begins to face her own personal issues, including her
relationships and the expectations placed upon her as a woman in the 1960s.

Thematic Elements

Call the Midwife Series 1 is rich with themes that resonate with audiences today. Some of the most
prominent themes include:



Empowerment and Feminism

The series highlights the empowerment of women, both through the midwives' professional roles and
the mothers' journeys. It showcases how women navigate societal expectations and fight for their
rights, reflecting the broader feminist movement of the era.

Community and Support

The show emphasizes the importance of community, showcasing how the midwives work together
and support one another. It also highlights the bonds formed between the midwives and the families
they serve, illustrating the significance of support networks in times of need.

Social Class and Inequality

Call the Midwife does an excellent job of portraying the class disparities of post-war Britain. The
struggles of the working-class families in the East End provide a backdrop for the midwives’ efforts
and illustrate the broader societal challenges of the time.

Medical Practices and Evolution

The series presents a fascinating look at the medical practices of the late 1950s and early 1960s. It
contrasts the traditional methods with the emerging medical advancements, providing insight into
how midwifery has evolved over the decades.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Call the Midwife Series 1 received widespread acclaim from critics and audiences alike. Its
combination of engaging storytelling, character development, and historical accuracy has made it a
beloved show.

The series quickly became one of BBC One's most-watched dramas, attracting millions of viewers with
each episode. It sparked conversations about women's health, social issues, and the changing roles of
women in society. The authenticity of the show resonated with many, leading to a loyal fan base and
numerous awards, including BAFTA nominations.

In addition to its critical success, the series has had a significant cultural impact. It has inspired
discussions around midwifery and maternal health and has helped to raise awareness about the
challenges faced by women in the past. The show has also paved the way for further exploration of
historical dramas, particularly those focusing on women's stories.

Conclusion

Call the Midwife Series 1 is a remarkable blend of drama, history, and social commentary. It provides
a heartfelt look at the lives of midwives and the families they serve, all while addressing important



societal issues. The characters are relatable and complex, and their stories resonate with audiences,
making the series not only entertaining but also thought-provoking.

The show's success is a testament to the power of storytelling and the importance of exploring the
rich tapestry of women's experiences throughout history. As viewers follow Jenny, Sister Julienne,
Sister Evangelina, Chummy, and Trixie on their journeys, they are reminded of the resilience and
strength of women in the face of adversity. Call the Midwife continues to be a significant part of
British television history, and its legacy will undoubtedly endure for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of 'Call the Midwife' series 1?

The series follows a group of midwives in the East End of London during the late 1950s, focusing on
their personal and professional challenges as they deliver babies and provide care to the local
community.

Who are the main characters introduced in series 1 of 'Call
the Midwife'?

The main characters include Jenny Lee, a newly qualified midwife; her colleagues, Chummy, Trixie,
and Cynthia; and their supervisor, Sister Julienne, along with the various mothers and families they
assist.

Which historical events or social issues are addressed in
series 1?

Series 1 addresses issues such as post-war poverty, the challenges of childbirth in a working-class
community, and the impact of social change on women's roles and healthcare.

How does 'Call the Midwife' portray the role of midwives in
the community?

The series portrays midwives as crucial figures in the community, providing not only medical
assistance but also emotional support and education to mothers and families during a time of
significant social change.

What tone and style does 'Call the Midwife' series 1 use?

The series combines a heartwarming and often humorous tone with poignant drama, showcasing both
the joys and hardships of midwifery and family life in post-war London.

What impact did 'Call the Midwife' have on public perceptions



of midwifery?

The series helped to revive interest in midwifery as a profession and highlighted the importance of
compassionate maternal care, leading to increased awareness and discussions about childbirth
practices.

How does the series depict the relationship between the
midwives and the nuns?

The relationship is portrayed as one of mutual respect and collaboration, with the nuns providing
spiritual guidance and support while the midwives focus on the medical and emotional needs of their
patients.

What challenges do the characters face in series 1?

Characters face challenges such as dealing with the realities of poverty, navigating personal
relationships, confronting societal expectations, and managing the emotional toll of difficult births and
losses.
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