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Calvin and Hobbes November 28, 1985 marks a significant date in the timeline of one of the most beloved
comic strips in history. Created by Bill Watterson, "Calvin and Hobbes" debuted on November 18, 1985, and
quickly became a cultural phenomenon. This article delves into the importance of the comic strip, the
specific features of the November 28, 1985 strip, and its lasting impact on popular culture.

Overview of Calvin and Hobbes

"Calvin and Hobbes" revolves around the adventures of a young boy named Calvin and his
anthropomorphic tiger, Hobbes. The strip explores themes such as childhood imagination, the absurdity of
adult life, and the beauty of friendship. Watterson's unique storytelling style, combined with his artistic
talent, has made the series a cherished part of many people's childhoods.

Creation and Concept

Bill Watterson created "Calvin and Hobbes" with a vision to capture the essence of childhood. The
characters embody various aspects of a child's experience, including:

Imagination: Calvin's vivid imagination often leads to fantastical adventures.

Friendship: The relationship between Calvin and Hobbes highlights the importance of
companionship.

Critique of Society: Watterson often used the strip to comment on societal norms and the pressures of
adulthood.

Watterson's refusal to merchandise the characters further solidified their iconic status, as he believed it
would undermine their integrity.

The November 28, 1985 Strip

On November 28, 1985, readers were treated to a delightful strip that perfectly exemplified the humor and
wit that "Calvin and Hobbes" is known for. This particular strip features Calvin, in his typical mischievous



manner, engaging in a playful dialogue with Hobbes.

Context of the Strip

The strip was published shortly after Thanksgiving, a time that often brings reflections on gratitude and
family gatherings. In this context, Calvin's antics offer a humorous contrast to the wholesome themes often
associated with the holiday season.

Analysis of the Strip

The November 28, 1985, strip consists of several panels that showcase the following elements:

1. Calvin's Imagination: The strip begins with Calvin engaging in an imaginative scenario, illustrating how
children often escape into their minds.

2. Dialogue with Hobbes: The witty banter between Calvin and Hobbes showcases their friendship while
also highlighting Calvin's personality traits—his curiosity, audacity, and tendency to overthink.

3. Underlying Themes: As with many strips, there are underlying themes of existential questioning, the
innocence of childhood, and a critique of adult behaviors.

The humor in the strip often comes from the juxtaposition of Calvin's grand ideas against the mundane
reality that Hobbes presents, illustrating the everyday struggles of childhood.

Impact and Legacy

The impact of "Calvin and Hobbes" extends beyond its initial publication. The comic strip has influenced
generations, and its themes resonate with readers of all ages.

Cultural Significance

The cultural significance of Calvin and Hobbes can be understood through several lenses:

1. Literary Influence: Watterson’s writing style has inspired countless authors and cartoonists. His ability to
weave deep philosophical questions into seemingly simple comic strips has set a standard in the world of
graphic storytelling.



2. Artistic Contribution: The art style of "Calvin and Hobbes" is iconic. Watterson’s ability to convey emotion
and movement through his drawings has been studied and admired by artists worldwide.

3. Philosophical Undertones: The strip often delves into deeper philosophical questions about life, happiness,
and what it means to grow up, prompting readers to reflect on their lives.

Enduring Popularity

Even decades after its conclusion in 1995, "Calvin and Hobbes" remains a staple in comic collections and
continues to appear in various forms of media.

- Reprints and Collections: The complete collection of "Calvin and Hobbes" remains in print, making it
accessible to new generations of readers.

- Online Presence: The strip has a significant online presence, with various fan pages and discussions
celebrating its influence.

- Merchandise: While Watterson initially resisted merchandising, unofficial merchandise, including T-
shirts and posters, has flooded the market, highlighting the characters' enduring popularity.

Conclusion

The strip from November 28, 1985, serves as a brilliant example of what makes "Calvin and Hobbes" a
timeless classic. Through its engaging characters and thought-provoking themes, the comic strip captures
the essence of childhood while encouraging readers to reflect on the complexities of life.

As we look back on the impact of Watterson's work, it is clear that "Calvin and Hobbes" will continue to
resonate, inspiring future generations to embrace their imaginations and cherish the simple joys of
friendship and adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the November 28, 1985 comic strip of Calvin
and Hobbes?
The November 28, 1985 strip features a classic interaction between Calvin and Hobbes, showcasing their
imaginative play and philosophical musings, which are central themes of the comic.



What themes are commonly explored in Calvin and Hobbes strips around
late November 1985?
Themes such as friendship, childhood imagination, and the contrast between innocence and the
complexities of adulthood are prevalent in strips from this time.

How did Bill Watterson's art style contribute to the storytelling in the
November 28, 1985 Calvin and Hobbes strip?
Bill Watterson's expressive art style and dynamic panel layouts enhance the emotional depth and humor of
the characters, making their adventures more relatable and engaging.

What are some popular quotes from the November 28, 1985 Calvin and
Hobbes comic strip?
While specific quotes vary, the strip often includes witty dialogue that reflects Calvin's imaginative
worldview and Hobbes' philosophical insights, highlighting their unique friendship.

How does the November 28, 1985 strip reflect the overall tone of Calvin
and Hobbes?
The strip captures the playful yet introspective tone of Calvin and Hobbes, balancing humor with deeper
reflections on life, which is a hallmark of the series.

What impact did Calvin and Hobbes have on comic strips following its
publication on November 28, 1985?
Calvin and Hobbes set a new standard for comic strips with its combination of humor, philosophical depth,
and artistic innovation, influencing many future cartoonists and comic creators.
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