can i retake an ap exam

Can | retake an AP exam? This question often arises among high school students who take Advanced
Placement (AP) exams as a way to earn college credit and boost their academic profiles. The decision
to retake an AP exam can be a significant one, influenced by various factors, including the desire to

improve scores, college admissions requirements, and personal academic goals. In this article, we will
explore the policies surrounding retaking AP exams, the implications of doing so, and the strategies for

preparing effectively if you choose to retake an exam.

Understanding AP Exams

AP exams are standardized tests administered by the College Board, typically taken after completing
AP courses in high school. These exams are designed to assess students' knowledge and
understanding of college-level material in various subjects, including mathematics, science, history,

and languages. Scoring well on an AP exam can lead to:

1. College Credit: Many colleges and universities grant credit for high AP exam scores, allowing
students to skip introductory courses.

2. Advanced Placement: High scores may afford students the opportunity to take higher-level courses
in college.

3. Enhanced College Applications: AP courses and exams demonstrate a student's commitment to

academic rigor, which can positively impact college admissions.

AP Exam Retake Policies

The College Board has specific policies regarding AP exam retakes. Understanding these policies is

essential for students considering retaking a test.



General Retake Policy

1. One Attempt Per Exam: Students are permitted to take each AP exam only once per academic
year. Therefore, if you took the AP exam in May, you would not be able to retake it until the next exam

cycle the following May.

2. Multiple Years: If a student wishes to improve their score, they can retake the same AP exam in a

subsequent year. This allows students to prepare further and potentially achieve a higher score.

Score Reporting

When considering retaking an AP exam, it’s important to understand how scores are reported:

- Score Reporting: If you retake an AP exam, both scores will be reported to colleges unless you
request that only your highest score be sent. Students should confirm individual college policies
regarding how they consider multiple scores.

- College Considerations: Some colleges may look favorably on multiple attempts at an exam,

reflecting a student's determination and growth, while others may only consider the highest score.

Reasons to Retake an AP Exam

There are several reasons why a student might choose to retake an AP exam:

1. Desire for a Higher Score

Achieving a higher score can enhance college applications and increase the likelihood of receiving

college credit. If a student feels that their initial score does not reflect their understanding of the



material, retaking the exam may be beneficial.

2. College Admissions Requirements

Different colleges have varying policies regarding AP scores. Some may have minimum score
requirements for awarding credit, while others may consider the rigor of coursework in addition to
scores. If a student’s score falls short of a desired college's requirements, retaking the exam can be a

strategic move.

3. Personal Satisfaction and Confidence

For many students, a low score can be disheartening. Retaking an AP exam can provide an
opportunity for personal growth and a boost in confidence, especially if a student has spent time

mastering the material since their last attempt.

Preparing to Retake an AP Exam

If you've decided to retake an AP exam, effective preparation is key to improving your score. Here are

some strategies:

1. Analyze Your Previous Exam

- Review Your Score Report: The College Board provides a score report that breaks down
performance by section. Identify areas of weakness and focus your study efforts there.
- Understand the Format: Familiarize yourself with the structure of the exam, including the types of

questions and the timing for each section.



2. Create a Study Plan

- Set Goals: Establish specific, measurable goals for your retake. For example, aim to increase your
score by a certain number of points.

- Schedule Regular Study Sessions: Allocate time each week for focused study, and stick to your
schedule.

- Use Quality Study Materials: Invest in reputable review books, online resources, and practice exams

that align with the AP curriculum.

3. Practice, Practice, Practice

- Take Practice Exams: Simulate the exam experience by taking full-length practice tests under timed
conditions. This will help you manage time during the actual exam.
- Review Practice Test Results: After completing practice exams, review incorrect answers to

understand your mistakes and avoid them in the future.

4. Seek Support

- Form Study Groups: Collaborate with classmates who are also retaking the exam. Discussing
material and quizzing each other can reinforce learning.
- Consider Tutoring: If you are struggling with specific concepts, a tutor can provide personalized

assistance and strategies for improvement.

Potential Challenges of Retaking AP Exams

While retaking an AP exam can be beneficial, it is essential to consider potential challenges:



1. Time Management

Retaking an AP exam requires a time commitment. Balancing preparation with other academic
responsibilities and extracurricular activities can be challenging. Students should create a realistic

study schedule that allows for adequate preparation without overwhelming themselves.

2. Pressure to Perform

The pressure to achieve a higher score can be daunting. It’s crucial for students to maintain a healthy
mindset and not let the retake process become a source of stress. Developing effective coping

strategies, such as mindfulness or relaxation techniques, can be helpful.

3. Financial Considerations

There is a fee associated with retaking AP exams, which may be a consideration for some families.

Students should plan accordingly and discuss any financial concerns with their parents or guardians.

Conclusion

In summary, the answer to the question, can | retake an AP exam, is yes, but with specific
considerations and policies outlined by the College Board. Students can retake an AP exam in a future
testing cycle, allowing them the opportunity to improve their scores and enhance their college
applications. With careful preparation, a clear understanding of the reasons for retaking, and the right

resources, students can achieve their desired outcomes.

Ultimately, the decision to retake an AP exam should be based on personal goals, academic

aspirations, and a thoughtful assessment of past performance. Whether the motivation comes from the



desire for college credit, admission requirements, or personal satisfaction, a retake can be a valuable

step in a student’s educational journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | retake an AP exam if | didn't pass the first time?

Yes, students can retake an AP exam in subsequent years to improve their score.

Is there a limit to how many times | can retake an AP exam?

No, there is no official limit on the number of times you can retake an AP exam.

When can | retake an AP exam?

AP exams are offered once a year in May, so you can retake the exam the following year.

How do | register for a retake of an AP exam?

You can register for a retake through your school's AP coordinator or directly through the College

Board's website during the registration period.

Will colleges see both scores if | retake an AP exam?

Yes, colleges will see all of your AP exam scores unless you choose to withhold certain scores.

Are there any additional fees to retake an AP exam?

Yes, there is typically a fee for each AP exam you retake, which is set by the College Board.

Can | retake an AP exam if | took it as a middle school student?

Yes, middle school students can retake AP exams in high school to improve their scores.



What should | do to prepare for a retake of an AP exam?

Review the exam format, study the content areas where you struggled, and consider using AP prep

resources or tutoring.

Can | change the subject of the AP exam | want to retake?

No, you can only retake the same subject exam you previously took; you cannot switch subjects.
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