cat names from literature and mythology

Cat names from literature and mythology have always fascinated pet owners and literature
enthusiasts alike. Cats have been companions to humans for thousands of years, appearing in
various tales, legends, and myths around the world. From ancient Egyptian deities to modern
literary characters, these names often carry with them rich stories and meanings. In this article, we
will explore a variety of cat names inspired by literature and mythology, providing a glimpse into
their origins and significance. Whether you're looking for the perfect name for your feline friend or
simply enjoy the stories behind these names, this guide will offer a treasure trove of inspiration.

Famous Cat Names from Literature

Literature is filled with iconic characters that have captured the hearts of readers for generations.
Many of these characters are cats or are associated with feline traits. Here are some notable names
from classic and contemporary literature:

1. Cheshire Cat

The Cheshire Cat is a character from Lewis Carroll's "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland." Known for
its mischievous grin and ability to disappear, this name is perfect for a cat with a playful personality.

2. Behemoth

In Mikhail Bulgakov's "The Master and Margarita," Behemoth is a large, talking cat who serves as a
companion to the devil. This name suits a cat with a big personality or unique charm.

3. Puss in Boots

A classic character from fairy tales, Puss in Boots is a clever cat who uses his wit to help his master
rise to wealth and fame. This name is ideal for a resourceful and adventurous feline.

4. The Cat in the Hat

Dr. Seuss's beloved character, The Cat in the Hat, is known for his playful antics and love of fun.
This name is great for a cat that brings joy and mischief into your life.

5. Crookshanks

From J.K. Rowling's "Harry Potter" series, Crookshanks is a half-Kneazle cat known for his
distinctive appearance and keen intelligence. This name is perfect for a cat with unique features and
a clever demeanor.



Mythological Cat Names

Mythology is replete with fascinating stories of gods, goddesses, and creatures that often feature
cats or cat-like beings. Here are some names derived from various mythologies:

1. Bastet

In ancient Egyptian mythology, Bastet is the goddess of home, fertility, and domesticity, often
depicted as a lioness or a woman with a lioness's head. Naming your cat Bastet can honor this
protective and nurturing deity.

2. Freyja

Freyja is the Norse goddess of love, beauty, and fertility, who rides a chariot pulled by two large
cats. This name reflects grace and femininity, perfect for a lovely feline.

3. Sekhmet

Another Egyptian deity, Sekhmet is often depicted as a lioness and is associated with war and
healing. This name is suitable for a strong and fierce cat.

4. Artemis

In Greek mythology, Artemis is the goddess of the hunt and wilderness, often accompanied by a pack
of hunting dogs and deer. This name is fitting for a cat that enjoys exploring the outdoors.

5. Neko

In Japanese folklore, "Neko" simply means "cat," but it is also associated with the mythical "Maneki-
neko," or "beckoning cat," believed to bring good luck. This name is ideal for a cat that seems to
attract positive energy.

Uncommon Literary and Mythological Names

For those looking for unique names that aren’t as mainstream, here are some uncommon yet
captivating options from literature and mythology:

1. Greebo

A character from Terry Pratchett's "Discworld" series, Greebo is a scruffy, rough cat with a heart of
gold. This name is perfect for a cat with a tough exterior but a loving nature.



2. Aslan

From C.S. Lewis's "The Chronicles of Narnia," Aslan is a powerful lion symbolizing good and justice.
This name is great for a regal and noble feline.

3. Mufasa

Another lion character, Mufasa from Disney's "The Lion King," represents wisdom and strength. This
name is suited for a cat that exudes confidence and leadership.

4. Sphinx

Inspired by the mythical creature with the body of a lion and the head of a human, the name Sphinx
evokes mystery and enigma, making it an intriguing choice for a cat with a curious nature.

5. Calypso

In Greek mythology, Calypso is a nymph who held Odysseus captive on her island. This name is
perfect for a cat that captivates you with her charm and beauty.

Choosing the Right Name for Your Cat

When selecting a name for your feline companion, consider the following tips to find the perfect fit:
e Personality: Observe your cat's behavior. Is she playful, mysterious, or regal? Choose a name
that reflects her personality.

e Appearance: Take note of your cat's physical features. If she has striking eyes or unique fur
patterns, a name inspired by her looks might be fitting.

e Sound: Cats respond better to names with sharp sounds or two syllables. Names like "Milo" or
"Luna" are more likely to catch their attention.

e Meaning: Consider the meaning behind the name. A name with a positive connotation can add
an extra layer of significance.

e Personal Connection: Choose a name that resonates with you personally, whether it’s from a
favorite book, myth, or personal memory.

Conclusion



In conclusion, cat names from literature and mythology offer an enchanting way to name your
feline friend. With a wealth of characters and stories to draw from, you can find a name that not only
suits your cat's personality but also carries a rich history and meaning. Whether you choose a name
like Bastet, Cheshire, or Greebo, your cat's name can reflect your love for literature and mythology,
while also celebrating the unique bond you share with your furry companion. Let your imagination
run wild, and enjoy the process of naming your new best friend!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular cat names from classic literature?

Some popular cat names from classic literature include 'Gatsby' from 'The Great Gatsby' by F. Scott
Fitzgerald, 'Tigger' from 'Winnie the Pooh' by A.A. Milne, and 'Puck’ from 'A Midsummer Night's
Dream' by William Shakespeare.

Can you name a famous cat from mythology?

One famous cat from mythology is 'Bastet’, the Egyptian goddess often depicted as a lioness or as a
woman with the head of a lioness or domestic cat, symbolizing home, fertility, and domesticity.

Are there any cat names inspired by Greek mythology?

Yes, 'Artemis’, the Greek goddess of the hunt, is a popular cat name, as she is often associated with
wild animals and is sometimes depicted with cats.

What is a notable cat from children's literature?

A notable cat from children's literature is 'Cheshire Cat' from 'Alice's Adventures in Wonderland' by
Lewis Carroll, known for its distinctive grin and ability to disappear.

What are some literary cat names that suggest a mischievous
personality?

Names like 'Tom' from 'Tom and Jerry' and 'Figaro' from 'Pinocchio’ convey a sense of mischief and
playfulness, making them great choices for playful cats.

What are some cat names derived from Shakespeare?

Names like 'Othello’, 'Ophelia’, and 'Puck' are derived from Shakespeare's works and can make
unique and literary-inspired names for cats.

Are there any famous literary cats that have their own stories?

Yes, 'The Cat in the Hat' from Dr. Seuss's book is a famous character that has its own stories,
representing fun and mischief.



What mythological cat names are associated with protection?

The name 'Bastet' is associated with protection in Egyptian mythology, as she was believed to guard
households and protect against evil spirits.

Can you suggest a cat name inspired by a famous poet?

‘Whitman' inspired by Walt Whitman, or 'Emily' inspired by Emily Dickinson, can be unique and
literary-inspired names for cats.
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