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CAST IRON SKILLETS HAVE BECOME A COVETED ITEM IN KITCHENS AROUND THE WORLD DUE TO THEIR DURABILITY, EXCELLENT
HEAT RETENTION, AND VERSATILITY. HO\X/EVER, WITH THE GROWING POPULARITY OF CAST IRON COOKWARE, THE MARKET HAS
SEEN A SURGE IN BOTH NEW AND VINTAGE OPTIONS, MAKING IT ESSENTIAL FOR ENTHUSIASTS AND COLLECTORS TO UNDERSTAND
HOW TO IDENTIFY DIFFERENT TYPES OF CAST IRON SKILLETS. THIS GUIDE WILL PROVIDE A THOROUGH OVERVIEW OF THE
CHARACTERISTICS, BRANDS, AND METHODS TO IDENTIFY CAST IRON SKILLETS EFFECTIVELY.

UNDERSTANDING CAST IRON SKILLETS

CAST IRON SKILLETS ARE MADE FROM MOLTEN IRON POURED INTO MOLDS, ALLOWING FOR A VARIETY OF SHAPES AND SIZES.
THEY ARE RENOWNED FOR THEIR ABILITY TO WITHSTAND HIGH TEMPERATURES, MAKING THEM IDEAL FOR FRYING, BAKING, AND
SEARING. OVER THE YEARS, SEVERAL MANUFACTURERS HAVE PRODUCED CAST IRON SKILLETS, EACH WITH UNIQUE FEATURES
THAT CAN HELP YOU IDENTIFY THEIR ORIGINS.

Key CHARACTERISTICS OF CAST IRON SKILLETS

\/HEN IDENTIFYING A CAST IRON SKILLET, THERE ARE SEVERAL CHARACTERISTICS TO CONSIDER:

1. WEIGHT

- DEnsITY: CAST IRON SKILLETS ARE HEAVY DUE TO THE MATERIAL'S DENSITY. A TYPICAL 10-INCH SKILLET CAN WEIGH
ANYWHERE FROM 4.5 To 6 POUNDS.
- BALANCE: A WELL-MADE SKILLET SHOULD FEEL BALANCED AND STURDY IN YOUR HAND.

2. SURFACE TEXTURE

- SMOOTH VS. ROUGH: VINTAGE SKILLETS OFTEN HAVE A ROUGHER TEXTURE, WHILE NEWER MODELS MAY BE SMOOTHER DUE TO
MODERN MANUFACTURING TECHNIQUES.

- SEASONING: A WELL-SEASONED SKILLET WILL HAVE A DARK, GLOSSY FINISH, WHEREAS AN UNSEASONED OR POORLY SEASONED
SKILLET WILL APPEAR DULL AND MAY SHOW RUST.

3. HANDLES AND POURING SPouUTS

- HANDLE DESIGN: HANDLES CAN VARY IN DESIGN, FROM LONG, CURVED SHAPES TO SHORTER, STUBBY ONES. SOME SKILLETS EVEN
FEATURE HELPER HANDLES FOR EASIER LIFTING.
- POURING SPoUTS: MANY SKILLETS HAVE ONE OR TWO POURING SPOUTS TO FACILITATE POURING OFF EXCESS FAT OR LIQUID.

4. MARKINGS AND LoGos

- MANUFACTURER MARKS: MOST CAST IRON SKILLETS FEATURE IDENTIFYING MARKS, INCLUDING THE BRAND NAME AND LOCATION
OF MANUFACTURE. THESE MARKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE BOTTOM OF THE SKILLET.



- SIZE INDICATIONS: MANY SKILLETS HAVE SIZE NUMBERS STAMPED INTO THE BASE, INDICATING THEIR DIAMETER.

CoMMoN BrANDS oF CAST IRON SKILLETS

THERE ARE MANY BRANDS OF CAST IRON SKILLETS, BUT SOME OF THE MOST NOTABLE INCLUDE:

1. LobGE

- OVERVIEW: FOUNDED IN 1896, LODGE IS ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST RECOGNIZED CAST IRON MANUFACTURERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

- IDENTIFICATION: LODGE SKILLETS TYPICALLY HAVE A RAISED LOGO ON THE BOTTOM, ALONG WITH THE SIZE AND THE WORD
“LobGE” CAST INTO THE METAL. THEY ARE GENERALLY SMOOTHER AND LIGHTER THAN VINTAGE SKILLETS.

2. GRISWOLD

- OVERVIEW: ESTABLISHED IN 1865, GRISWOLD IS HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER BY COLLECTORS.
- IDENTIFICATION: GRISWOLD SKILLETS OFTEN HAVE A DISTINCTIVE LOGO FEATURING AN EAGLE OR A LARGE “GRISWOLD" NAME.
THEY ALSO HAVE A SMOOTH COOKING SURFACE WITH A MORE DELICATE FINISH COMPARED TO L ODGE SKILLETS.

3. W AGNER

- OVERVIEW: W/ AGNER SKILLETS HAVE BEEN IN PRODUCTION SINCE THE LATE 1800S AND ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR HIGH QUALITY.
- IDENTIFICATION: \W/ AGNER SKILLETS OFTEN HAVE THE NAME "W AGNER W/ ARE” STAMPED ON THE HANDLE OR BOTTOM AND
FEATURE A SIMPLE DESIGN WITH A SMOOTH SURFACE.

4.STAUB

- OVERVIEW: STAUB IS A FRENCH BRAND KNOWN FOR ITS ENAMELED CAST IRON COOKW ARE.
- IDENTIFICATION: STAUB SKILLETS ARE TYPICALLY HEAVY AND HAVE A GLOSSY ENAMEL FINISH. THEY OFTEN FEATURE THE
STAUB LOGO ON THE BOTTOM.

IDENTIFYING VINTAGE CAST IRON SKILLETS

MANY COLLECTORS ARE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN VINTAGE CAST IRON SKILLETS. IDENTIFYING THESE PIECES CAN BE MORE
COMPLEX DUE TO VARIATIONS IN MANUFACTURING PROCESSES OVER THE YEARS. HERE ARE SOME TIPS:

1. AGE INDICATORS

- MANUFACTURING MARKS: RESEARCH THE MANUFACTURER'S MARKS TO DATE THE SKILLET. V ARIOUS BRANDS CHANGED THEIR
LOGOS OR THE WAY THEY MARKED THEIR SKILLETS OVER TIME.

- DesIGN FEATURES: OLDER SKILLETS MAY HAVE MORE ORNATE DESIGNS AND DETAILS, WHILE NEWER MODELS TEND TO BE MORE
STREAMLINED.



2. CHARACTERISTICS OF VINTAGE SKILLETS

- RouGH CASTING: VINTAGE SKILLETS OFTEN HAVE A ROUGHER FINISH, WHICH CAN INDICATE AN OLDER MANUFACTURING
PROCESS.
- THICKNESS: OLDER SKILLETS TEND TO BE THICKER AND HEAVIER THAN MANY MODERN COUNTERPARTS.

3. CONDITION ASSESSMENT

- RusT AND PITTING: LOOK FOR RUST OR PITTING, WHICH CAN INDICATE HOW THE SKILLET WAS CARED FOR. A WELL-
MAINTAINED SKILLET MAY HAVE MINIMAL WEAR, WHILE A NEGLECTED ONE MAY SHOW SIGNS OF CORROSION.

- SEASONING: EVALUATE THE SEASONING. A WELL-SEASONED VINTAGE SKILLET CAN BE A TREASURE, WHILE ONE THAT HAS BEEN
STRIPPED OR IMPROPERLY SEASONED MAY REQUIRE EXTENSIVE RESTORATION.

How To CARE FOR CAST IRON SKILLETS

ONCE YOU'VE IDENTIFIED AND ACQUIRED A CAST IRON SKILLET, PROPER CARE IS CRUCIAL TO ENSURE ITS LONGEVITY:

1. CLEANING

- Avold SoAP: DO NOT USE SOAP ON CAST IRON SKILLETS, AS IT CAN STRIP THE SEASONING. |NSTEAD, USE HOT WATER AND A
STIFF BRUSH OR SPONGE.
- DRY IMMEDIATELY: ALWAYS DRY YOUR SKILLET IMMEDIATELY AFTER WASHING TO PREVENT RUST.

2. SEASONING

- REGULAR MAINTENANCE: RE-SEASON YOUR SKILLET REGULARLY BY APPLYING A THIN LAYER OF VEGETABLE OIL OR SHORTENING
AND HEATING IT IN THE OVEN.

- STORE PROPERLY: STORE YOUR SKILLET IN A DRY PLACE, AND CONSIDER PLACING A PAPER TOWEL BETWEEN THE SKILLET AND
ITS LID TO ABSORB MOISTURE.

3. UsAGE TIps

- PREHEAT GRADUALLY: ALWAYS PREHEAT YOUR SKILLET GRADUALLY TO AVOID THERMAL SHOCK.
- Use APPROPRIATE UTENSILS: USE \WOODEN, SILICONE, OR METAL UTENSILS TO AVOID SCRATCHING THE SURFACE.

CoNCLUSION

IDENTIFYING CAST IRON SKILLETS CAN BE BOTH AN ART AND A SCIENCE. BY UNDERSTANDING THE KEY CHARACTERISTICS, BRANDS,
AND AGE INDICATORS, YOU CAN DEVELOP A KEEN EYE FOR SPOTTING QUALITY PIECES. WHETHER YOU ARE A SEASONED
COLLECTOR OR A CASUAL COOK LOOKING TO ADD TO YOUR KITCHEN ARSENAL, THIS CAST IRON SKILLET IDENTIFICATION GUIDE
WILL EQUIP YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF THIS TIMELESS
COOKW ARE. HAPPY HUNTING!



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE THE KEY FEATURES TO IDENTIFY A CAST IRON SKILLET?

KEY FEATURES INCLUDE A SMOOTH COOKING SURFACE, A HEAVY AND STURDY CONSTRUCTION, A FLAT BOTTOM, AND OFTEN A
HANDLE WITH A DISTINCTIVE SHAPE. LOOK FOR THE MANUFACTURER'S LOGO OR MARKINGS ON THE BOTTOM AS WELL.

How CAN | TELL IF A CAST IRON SKILLET IS VINTAGE?

VINTAGE CAST IRON SKILLETS OFTEN HAVE A ROUGHER TEXTURE, A THICKER CONSTRUCTION, AND MAY FEATURE MARKINGS FROM
MANUFACTURERS THAT ARE NO LONGER IN BUSINESS. THEY MAY ALSO HAVE A ‘MADE IN USA’ sTAMP.

\WHAT SHOULD | LOOK FOR WHEN BUYING A SECOND-HAND CAST IRON SKILLET?

INSPECT FOR CRACKS, CHIPS, OR RUST. CHECK THE SEASONING LEVEL; A WELL-SEASONED SKILLET WILL HAVE A SMOOTH, DARK
SURFACE. ALSO, CONSIDER THE WEIGHT AND OVERALL CONDITION, AS HEAVIER SKILLETS ARE TYPICALLY OF BETTER QUALITY.

How cAN | IDENTIFY THE MANUFACTURER OF MY CAST IRON SKILLET?

L ook FOR MARKINGS ON THE BOTTOM OF THE SKILLET. COMMON BRANDS INCLUDE LODGE, GRIS\X/OLD, AND W/ AGNER. RESEARCH
THE SPECIFIC LOGO OR LETTERS TO PINPOINT THE MANUFACTURER AND APPROXIMATE AGE.

\WHAT DOES THE NUMBER ON A CAST IRON SKILLET SIGNIFY?

THE NUMBER USUALLY INDICATES THE SKILLET'S SIZE OR MODEL. FOR EXAMPLE, A NUMBER 8 SKILLET TYPICALLY HAS AN 8-INCH
DIAMETER COOKING SURFACE. EACH MANUFACTURER MAY HAVE ITS OWN SIZING SYSTEM, SO REFER TO SPECIFIC GUIDES FOR
CLARITY.

ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC CARE INSTRUCTIONS TO MAINTAIN A CAST IRON SKILLET'S
IDENTIFICATION FEATURES?

YES, AVOID USING SOAP OR ABRASIVE CLEANERS WHICH CAN STRIP THE SEASONING. |NSTEAD, CLEAN WITH HOT WATER AND A
NON-METAL BRUSH. REGULARLY RE-SEASON WITH OIL TO MAINTAIN ITS SURFACE AND PREVENT RUST, WHICH CAN AFFECT ITS
APPEARANCE.
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