
causes of world war 1 worksheet answer
key
Causes of World War 1 Worksheet Answer Key is a vital educational tool for
understanding the complex factors that led to one of the deadliest conflicts
in history. World War I, which lasted from 1914 to 1918, was not caused by a
single event but rather a combination of interrelated political, economic,
social, and military factors. This article will explore the primary causes of
World War I and provide a comprehensive answer key for worksheets focused on
these causes.

1. Militarism

Militarism played a significant role in the lead-up to World War I, as
nations began to prioritize military power and expand their armies and
navies. This arms race created an atmosphere of tension and fear among the
European powers.

Key Points on Militarism:
- Nations believed that having a strong military was essential for national
security and imperial ambitions.
- The major powers, including Germany, Britain, and France, significantly
increased their military expenditures.
- Military leaders often influenced political decisions, pushing countries
toward aggressive postures and policies.

2. Alliances

The complex web of alliances established in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries provided a framework that could easily escalate a minor conflict
into a full-scale war.

Major Alliances:
- Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy formed a defensive
pact, aiming to counterbalance the influence of France and Russia.
- Triple Entente: Comprising France, Russia, and Britain, this alliance was
not a formal military agreement but created a sense of solidarity against the
Triple Alliance.



Impact of Alliances:
- The existence of these alliances meant that any conflict involving one
nation could quickly involve others, leading to a larger war.
- The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in June 1914
triggered a chain reaction due to these alliances, pulling multiple countries
into the conflict.

3. Imperialism

Imperialism was another critical factor that contributed to the tensions
leading to World War I. As European powers expanded their empires,
competition for colonies and resources intensified conflicts.

Consequences of Imperialism:
- Nations competed fiercely for colonies in Africa and Asia, leading to
confrontations and rivalries.
- The Moroccan Crises (1905 and 1911) between Germany and France exemplified
how imperial ambitions could exacerbate tensions.
- Control over global trade routes and resources became a point of
contention, increasing hostility among nations.

4. Nationalism

Nationalism, characterized by a strong sense of pride in one’s nation or
ethnic group, fueled tensions within and between countries in Europe.

Effects of Nationalism:
- Ethnic groups sought independence from larger empires, particularly in the
Balkans, where Slavic nationalism was on the rise.
- Nationalistic fervor often led to a desire for revenge or retribution,
further escalating conflicts.
- The competition between nations to assert dominance and prove superiority
contributed to the war's outbreak.

5. The Assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914,
is often cited as the immediate catalyst for World War I.



Details of the Assassination:
- The assassin, Gavrilo Princip, was a member of the nationalist group known
as the Black Hand, which sought to promote Serbian nationalism.
- The assassination led Austria-Hungary to issue an ultimatum to Serbia,
which was partly accepted but ultimately rejected.

Chain Reaction:
- Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914.
- Russia mobilized to support Serbia, leading Germany to declare war on
Russia, and subsequently on France and Belgium, drawing in the major powers
of Europe.

6. Conclusion

The causes of World War I were multifaceted and interconnected, with each
factor playing a significant role in setting the stage for global conflict.
Understanding these causes is essential for comprehending the complexities of
the war and its lasting impact on the world.

Worksheet Answer Key Summary:

1. Militarism: The arms race and military influence on politics.
2. Alliances: The Triple Alliance and Triple Entente and their implications.
3. Imperialism: Competition for colonies and the resulting tensions.
4. Nationalism: Ethnic nationalism and its role in conflict.
5. Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand: The immediate trigger that set
off the war.

7. Additional Resources

For further exploration of the causes of World War I, consider the following
resources:

Books:

"The Guns of August" by Barbara W. Tuchman

"The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914" by Christopher
Clark



Documentaries:

"The First World War" by BBC

"World War I in Colour"

Online Courses:

Coursera offers courses on World History and World War I.

edX provides free online courses from universities covering the
topic.

Understanding the causes of World War I is crucial not only for historical
knowledge but also for recognizing the patterns of conflict that continue to
shape international relations today. The worksheet answer key serves as a
valuable resource for educators and students alike, facilitating discussions
about the complexities of global conflicts and their historical contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main alliances that contributed to the
outbreak of World War I?
The main alliances were the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, and
Italy) and the Triple Entente (France, Russia, and the United Kingdom).

How did nationalism contribute to the causes of
World War I?
Nationalism fueled competition and antagonism between nations, particularly
in the Balkans, where Slavic nationalism pressured Austria-Hungary, leading
to tensions that contributed to the war.

What role did militarism play in the lead-up to
World War I?
Militarism led to an arms race among European nations, as countries built up
their military capabilities, creating an environment where war was seen as a
viable solution to conflicts.



How did imperialism create conflicts that
contributed to World War I?
Imperialism created rivalries as European powers competed for colonies and
resources, leading to tensions, particularly in Africa and Asia, which
exacerbated existing conflicts.

What event is considered the immediate catalyst for
World War I?
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria on June 28, 1914, is
considered the immediate catalyst that triggered the war, leading to a series
of diplomatic crises.
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